
 
Food Security Update 
Food security continues to deteriorate in areas of the country where the last harvest (belg or meher) was poor 
and/or where the recent belg (mid-February to May) rains performed poorly, including across eastern SNNPR 
and in parts of eastern Amhara, central Oromia and southern Tigray. These areas are either at the peak of their 
lean season, or soon will be. High inflation, especially high prices for staple foods (food inflation stood at 29.2 
per cent in May), delays in dispatch and distribution of relief food, and low coverage of targeted supplementary 
feeding (TSF) programme are exacerbating the situation. In SNNPR, in particular, nutrition and food security is 
worsening: in Wolayita, Kembata Tembaro, Hadiya, Gurage, Silte, Segen Peoples and Sidama zones 
vulnerable households are reportedly employing coping mechanisms such as skipping meals, eating smaller 
and less nutritious meals and borrowing money at high interest rates. Wild food consumption and increased 
school drop-outs have also been reported from some areas. In addition to advocating for expansion of relief or 
food security programmes in the region, the humanitarian community is supporting the expansion of TSF to all 
priority 1 and 2 hotspot woredas in the region. Nutrition screening has been completed in all 27 priority 1 and 16 
priority 2 woredas. Countrywide, all 192 nutrition hotspot priority 1 woredas and selected priority two woredas 
with high malnutrition rates and worsening food security will be targeted with TSF. 
In the gu / ganna (April to June) receiving areas of southern and south-eastern Ethiopia, however, the generally 
timely onset and good performance of the rains has replenished water and supported browse regeneration in 
pastoralist and agro-pastoralist lowlands, with positive impacts on livestock body condition and production. 
However, water and pasture shortages remain critical in areas that received erratic and insufficient rains. For 
example, preliminary indications from the national needs assessment indicate that rainfall has been below-
normal over the past two months in parts of Kalafo, Mustahil, Ferfer, Danan and Beer’ano woredas of Gode 
zone (Somali Region). In agro-pastoralist areas, this has resulted in wilted pasture; pastoralists are travelling 
long distances to access water and wells are drying up, raising a possible need for water trucking in chronically 
water-insecure areas of Danan and Ferfer. In the riverine areas, there are few prospects for a cereal crop this 
season. Farmers whose crops depend on irrigation are citing high prices for fuel and seed as among the main 
obstacles to production. For example, outside Gode the price of 1L of fuel is 30 ETB, more than 36 per cent 
higher than in town. While a few farmers are cultivating cash crops such as onions and sesame, those planting 
maize and sorghum intend them for animal feed only. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
& ocha-eth@un.org  
Relief Food Update 
Dispatch of the second round of relief food (targeting 2.9 million people) stood at 98 per cent as of 13 June, 
while third round dispatch (targeting 3.2 million) reached 76 per cent. Initially planned for May, dispatch of the 
fourth round (also targeting 3.2 million people) started in Somali Region two weeks ago and in areas covered by 
the NGO Consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) last week, with 8% of total allocations dispatched by 
13 June. Allocations for all regions under the fourth round have been finalized, including a partial ration of 
cereal and pulses allocated by DRMFSS for an additional 180,800 relief beneficiaries in Wolayita zone of 
SNNPR as per the regional government’s urgent request Meanwhile, Productive Safety Net Programme 
(PSNP) beneficiaries in 54 out of 79 PSNP woredas in SNNPR are to receive food instead of cash from the 
fourth to the sixth rounds (June to August). For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
Health Update 
New suspected cases of measles continued to be reported in SNNPR during the past week, including from the 
regional capital, Hawassa (Sidama zone). The cases are currently under investigation. Meanwhile, no new 
cases of meningitis were reported from SNNPR, where an initial phase of the planned mass meningitis 
vaccination campaign (which will target 3.8 million in 63 high-risk areas countrywide) was completed on 21 
May, having reached 89 per cent (107,322 of 120,000) of people aged 2 to 30 years targeted in Kembata 
Tembaro and Wolayita zones. New malaria cases also continued to be reported from Wolayita (SNNP), 
Wellega (Oromia), and Awi and West Gojam (Amhara) zones during the past week. Localized outbreaks of 
malaria were first reported from these areas two weeks ago. Preventive and control measures are ongoing, 
including case treatment, distribution of insecticide treated nets (ITNs) and mass mobilization for environmental 
management near river banks and other water bodies. Trainings on Public Health Emergency Management 
(PHEM) reach 86 PHEM focal persons in Silte (34) and Hadiya (52) zones of SNNPR in the past week. For 
more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int  
Livelihoods Response  
By end May, 458,443 vulnerable households had received livelihoods assistance, including 310,507 
households assisted to improve livestock health, 90,013 households in receipt of supplementary livestock feed 
or water, and 55,296 households enrolled in cash-for-work programmes. Other support included grain price 
stabilization activities benefitting 2,590 households, distribution of seeds and farming aids to 76,204 households 
and other livelihood asset protection activities for 10,483 households. Some $16.5 million is required to provide 
such livelihood support for 2.8 million households in the first half of 2012, of which approximately 43 per cent 
($7 million) has been received. For more information, contact: Getachew.Abate@fao.org  
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