
 
Food Security Update 
While the improvement in belg (mid-February to May) rains in the second half of the season is supporting new agricultural 
activities – including preparation of land for meher (June to September) crops – in parts of southern and north-eastern 
Ethiopia (southern and eastern SNNPR and Oromia, southern Tigray, eastern Amhara and north-eastern Afar), the overall 
delay in the rains means that many farmers have opted to plant short-cycle belg crops, rather than longer-maturing crops in 
order to have two harvests within the year. The belg harvest, which accounts for up to 40 per cent of annual production in 
some areas, is expected to be much reduced as a result, leading to growing food insecurity in belg-dependent areas. The 
situation in SNNPR is of particular concern: the near total failure of the harvest in sweet potato-dependent areas, including 
Kembata Tembaro, Gamo Gofa, Hadiya and Wolayita, has been compounded by the loss of a second consecutive belg 
crop, affecting a wider segment of the population. According to the Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU), 
admissions of severely malnourished children to Therapeutic Feeding Programmes (TFPs) continue to increase, with earlier 
and greater increases than in 2011. While the March to April figures are not yet available, admissions increased by 15.3 per 
cent from January to February and by a further 27 per cent from February to March.      

In the southern and south-eastern pastoralist lowlands, the timely onset and good performance of the guu/ganna (April to 
June) rains has improved water availability and pasture conditions in most guu/ganna-receiving areas. As a result, livestock 
body condition is further improving and will impact positively on livestock production and prices, and hence pastoralist terms 
of trade. Livestock producers are now able to buy more grain with the sale of their livestock – for example, in April, the price 
of a large goat in Chiro, Hawassa and Yabello markets increased 32 to 40 per cent on 2011 prices. However, milk 
production has yet to improve and might not recovery until 2013 in some areas, including in parts of SNNPR.  

At the same time, pockets of Shinille, Jijiga, Warder and Gode zones of Somali and north eastern parts of Afar Regions 
remain dry. Deteriorating livestock body condition has been reported from parts of north-eastern Afar and livestock migration 
in search of water and pasture to southern Afar has been seen in recent weeks.  Overall, food security conditions are likely 
to remain precarious in the pastoralist areas due to the lingering impact of repeated droughts in 2010 and 2011.  

Recognizing the looming food insecurity in belg-receiving parts of the country, and giving particular attention to the dire 
situation in SNNPR, the Government has identified an additional $10 million in food and non-food assistance requirements 
through the end of June 2012 and called on the donor and humanitarian communities to expedite resource mobilization 
efforts for outstanding requirements under the 2012 Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD). Addressing delays in the 
dispatch and distribution of relief food assistance, which are contributing to growing food insecurity in already-vulnerable 
parts of the country; expanding coverage of the Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) programs; and availing seeds for 
farmers who lost their belg crops, enabling them to start planting long-cycle crops on time and make use of improving rains, 
are among the priority interventions jointly identified by the Government and humanitarian partners for the coming months. 
For more information, contact: Adrian.Cullis@fao.org or ocha-eth@un.org. 

WASH Update 
Over the past two weeks, ongoing water trucking activities have further decreased from 87 to 26 trucks currently deployed in 
two regions. Following good rainfall in areas where water trucking was ongoing, all trucking activities have ceased in SNNPR 
(down from 18). In Oromia, trucking operations decreased from 28 to 14 trucks (out of 30 total trucks required). In Afar, 
where no rainfall has been recorded in areas where water trucking is ongoing, operations have increased from 10 trucks two 
weeks ago to 12 at present (out of 15 trucks required). Government and humanitarian partners continue to review water 
trucking requirements nationwide and assess needs in areas that have received no or below-normal rainfall to date. For 
more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org  

Food Assistance Response 
Second round (2012) relief food dispatches targeting 2.9 million people reached 66 per cent as of 7 May, including 74 per 
cent dispatched to areas covered by DRMFSS, 73 per cent to WFP-covered areas (Somali Region) and 39 per cent to areas 
covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP). The third round relief food dispatch, which targets 3.2 
million people nationwide, is also progressing in Afar, Gambella, and SNNPR, with 21 per cent of total allocations dispatched 
as of 7 May. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  

Health Update  
During the past week, four new suspected cases of meningococcal meningitis were reported from Kachabira woreda of 
Kembata Tembaro zone and Boloso Sore woreda of Wolayita zone. The majority of reported cases since the beginning of 
the outbreak in SNNPR are from Kachabira woreda, where 120,000 people between the ages of 2 and 30 have been 
targeted for a mass meningitis vaccination campaign to be launched in the coming weeks. Suspected cases of measles 
continue to be reported from Bale zone of Oromia Region (13 cases) and Afar Region (2 cases). Regional authorities and 
health partners continue to implement case investigation and management in affected areas.  

In Somali Region, 21 cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) were reported from Degahabur zone during the past week. 
AWD cases were also reported from Fedis woreda of East Harerge zone (Oromia Region). Woredas in Bale, Borena, Guji 
and West Arsi zones of Oromia Region were put on alert by the Regional Health Bureau following reports of AWD cases in 
neighboring woredas of Sidama zone (SNNPR) two weeks ago.  Regional authorities, with support from partners, continue 
to implement prevention and control measures in all affected areas. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
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