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Key Points 
• UN Security Council Resolution 2046 (2012) of 2 May 2012 on Sudan and South Sudan calls for 

the immediate cessation of hostilities between Sudan and South Sudan. 
• Preparations are underway to airlift the 12-15,000 people of South Sudanese origin stranded at 

the Kosti way-station to South Sudan. 
• In South Kordofan, the Sudanese Red Crescent Society reports that 4,917 people displaced from 

Talodi have been registered in El Leri.  
• In South and East Darfur, people of South Sudanese origin working for UN and international 

NGOs were asked to leave the country by 2 May 2012. 
• The State Ministry of Health (SMoH) reports 197 suspected measles cases in Central and West 

Darfur and 23 in South Kordofan. 

 

 
1. General developments 
 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 2046 (2012) on Sudan and South Sudan is adopted  
On 2 May 2012, the United Nations Security Council adopted a resolution condemning the recent cross-border 
conflict between Sudan and South Sudan including support to proxy forces and aerial bombardment. The 
resolution called on both parties to immediately cease all hostilities within 48 hours of the adoption of the 
resolution, to withdraw their forces to their side, to activate previously agreed on security mechanisms and to 
resume negotiations under the auspices of the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP), under 
threat of sanctions.  
 
Within three months of the adoption of the resolution both countries need to come to an  agreement on oil and 
related payments, the status of nationals of one country residing in the other, demarcation of borders and the final 
status of the Abyei area. 
 
The resolution also called on the Government of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North 
(SPLM-N) to reach a negotiated settlement on security arrangements in the states of South Kordofan and Blue 
Nile and urged them to accept the tripartite proposal of the African Union, the United Nations and the League of 
Arab States for humanitarian access. 
 
According to media reports, both the Government of Sudan and the Government of South Sudan have accepted 
the resolution. Media sources also report that on 6 May, the Government of South Sudan informed the UN they 
intend to withdraw all of their police forces from the Abyei area.  
 
Media sources have also reported that the Government of Sudan will continue operations against SPLM-N in 
South Kordofan and are close to re-taking Kauda from SPLM-N control, quoting Presidential Advisor Nafie Ali 
Nafie. According to Nafie, the agreement reached to cease hostilities with South Sudan, as stipulated by the UN 
Security council resolution adopted on 2 May, does not relate to stopping rebellions within the borders of Sudan.  
 
Temporary suspension of UNHAS flights to Darfur 
The United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) suspended flights to Darfur for a few days following a new 
request for UN staff to have travel permits from HAC prior to travelling on UNHAS flights. An agreement has now 
been reached with HAC for the UNHAS flights to resume without individual travel permits for UN staff. 
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2. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
Security 
In Blue Nile State, Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) claimed on 2 May that they had regained full control of Bau 
locality (south-west of Ed Damazine on the border with South Sudan’s Upper Nile State). The area had reportedly 
been partially controlled by the SPLM-N. 
 
New displacement in South Kordofan 
According to the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), 4,917 people were registered in El Leri (South 
Kordofan) on 1 May. They had been displaced from Talodi due to clashes that took place between the SAF and 
the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) on 28 April. 
 
According to HAC, 388 displaced people from Shat El Damam, Shat El Sufaya, Kulo, El Taice and El Toma in 
Buram locality arrived in Kadugli town during the reporting period. HAC also reported that an additional 154 
displaced people arrived in Kadugli town from Belainga (approximately 15km south of Kadugli). According to 
HAC, these displacements could be linked to scarcity of food and other resources in their places of origin. 
 
As of 6 May there were no civilians in Heglig town even though the security situation has remained calm, 
according to reports from SRCS. 
 
Humanitarian response 
On 2 and 3 May, the World Food Programme (WFP) distributed 3.2 metric tons of supplementary food aid to 445 
displaced people and affected host communities in health facilities including the Kadugli Hospital, Naglaa Health 
Centre and El Kweik Health Centre. 
 
In Gadeer locality, the government water and environmental sanitation department (WES), with support from the 
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), rehabilitated 37 hand pumps providing some 9,300 displaced people and host 
communities with safe drinking water. 
 
Suspected Measles cases in South Kordofan and Darfur 
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The number of suspected cases of measles this year is increasing. It reached 197 in Central and West Darfur, 
and 23 in South Kordofan according the State Ministries of Health (SMoH). This includes 21 new suspected cases 
in the villages of Koroli Hashaba and Waranga in Zalingei locality, Central Darfur, and six cases Foro Baranga 
town, West Darfur. Five samples were sent for further laboratory analysis. In Darfur, health partners are 
conducting assessments to establish the coverage area and the number of people to be targeted in a vaccination 
campaign. The mission is also conducting ad hoc vaccinations where needed. 
 
Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia and South Sudan 
As of 30 April, the UN Refugee agency (UNHCR) reports the registration of 5,629 Sudanese refugees in Sherkole 
Camp, 12,463 in Tongo Camp and 11,966 in Ad-Damazine transit centre bringing the total number of Sudanese 
refugees who arrived in Ethiopia since June 2011 to 30,058.  
 
According to UNHCR, by by 5 May, some 33,000 refugees from South Kordofan had arrived at the Yida refugee 
site (16km south of the border with Sudan in South Sudan’s Unity State). According to UNHCR, new arrivals from 
South Kordofan cite food shortages as the main reason for seeking refuge in Yida. The UN in South Sudan 
reports that humanitarian partners in Yida are very concerned about the increasing numbers of malnourished 
refugees arriving in Yida. In response, agencies are issuing two weeks food rations that include high-energy 
biscuits to refugees and provide malnourished children with immediate medical attention. According to UNHCR, 
there are currently some 91,000 refugees from Blue Nile State in South Sudan (Upper Nile State) bringing the 
total number of refugees in South Sudan from South Kordofan and Blue Nile states to some 129,000.  
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
The situation in the Abyei area is reportedly calm and stable but remains unpredictable due to the continued 
presence of police or military forces from both Sudan and South Sudan. As a result of the Security Council 
resolution adopted on 2 May, South Sudan Police have started withdrawing from the Abyei area, according to the 
UN Interim Security Force in Abyei (UNISFA), which will be monitoring the withdrawal. 
 
Displacement from Unity State into Abyei Area 
Humanitarian actors report that people continue to arrive in Rumamier (in the Abyei area) from Abiemnom (in 
Unity State, South Sudan) despite the cessation of SAF aerial bombardment. WFP reports that the displaced 
people reportedly do not plan to return to Abiemnom citing food shortages, presence of landmines, lack of 
services and insecurity. In previous weeks, over 3,000 displaced people arrived in Rumamier as a result of SAF 
aerial bombardment of the area.  
 
The displaced people are clustered under trees or have taken refuge with the host community. According to the 
international NGO Médecins Sans Frontières - Switzerland (MSF-CH), both the displaced and host communities 
are in need of food, water and sanitation assistance. In response, WFP and the national NGO Abyei Community 
Action for Development (ACAD) distributed food to the displaced population on 27 and 28 April. MSF-CH also 
distributed relief supplies to some 1,250 displaced. WES in Abyei and Save the Children Sweden (SCS) 
distributed sanitation supplies and conducted a two-day intensive hygiene promotion campaign, while IOM and 
WES will construct emergency latrines and distribute water purification kits and mosquito nets.  
 
Voluntary returns to areas north of Bahr el Arab/Kiir River continue 
According to UNHCR, voluntary returns to areas north of Bahr el Arab/Kiir River have continued albeit at a slower 
pace. It is still unclear if these returns are permanent or are temporary ‘go and see’ visits. According to UNISFA, 
more than 5,313 people have returned. Humanitarian actors have yet to confirm these returns. 
 
Humanitarian response  
According to IOM, humanitarian partners continue to provide water and sanitation services to people displaced 
south of Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. This week a water yard in the Agok market area was repaired resuming access to 
safe drinking water to some 2,500 people.  
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The Director General for the Abyei area reports that more than 15,000 children have registered in basic schools in 
the Abyei area for the 2012 - 2013 school year. This number is expected to rise as more schools tally up the 
registrations. In anticipation of the start of the school year, the Abyei Education Office, with UNICEF support, will 
provide 19 temporary classrooms for 1,520 students in six schools. 
 
Misseriya migration to the north 
According to UNISFA, Misseriya nomads have begun their traditional migration to the north from locations in 
Bumboloya and Kadama. On 6 May, some 180 nomads with their cattle and household belongings were seen 
moving north. 
 
Unexploded ordnance accident in Goli kills a 12-year-old boy 
According to reports received by the UN, on 1 May the body of a 12-year-old boy was discovered 1km west of 
Goli (25km north of Abyei town). It is believed that the boy had been playing with unexploded ordnance (UXO).  
 
 
4. Returns to South Sudan 
 
The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) reports that as of 1 May, 375,248 people have returned to 
South Sudan from Sudan since October 2010. 
 
IOM to airlift returnees stranded at the Kosti way-station to Juba 
The deadline imposed by the Wali of White Nile State to people of South Sudanese origin and humanitarian 
agencies to clear the Kosti transit center was extended from 3 to 20 May. The Government of Sudan approved an 
IOM proposal to airlift the 12,000 to 15,000 people of South Sudanese origin stranded at the Kosti way-station. 
IOM will begin airlifts on 13 May, transporting returnees on six daily charter flights from Khartoum to Juba. Both 
the Government of Sudan and the Government of South Sudan have agreed to accept group manifests at their 
airports. The issue of the large amounts of luggage and belongings of the returnees has not yet been resolved. 
The Government of South Sudan has agreed to assist with transporting the luggage but details are yet to be 
worked out. 
 
Transportation of extremely vulnerable people by air to South Sudan 
During the month of March, IOM assisted some 1,833 extremely vulnerable people of South Sudanese origin to 
return from Khartoum to Juba, Aweil and Wau. A total of 44 chartered flights were operated. Plans for the return 
of a further 700 extremely vulnerable people have been put on hold due to the new requirements established by 
the Sudan Civil Aviation Authority on 9 April, whereby flights between the two countries need to comply with 
international standards which require passengers to have travel documents. IOM is currently holding discussions 
with relevant government authorities to resolve this issue. 
 
 
5. Darfur  
 
Three Sudan Aid staff still in custody 
Reports received last week of the release of three Sudan Aid employees of South Sudanese origin, who were 
detained by government security in South Darfur, were incorrect. According to the international NGO Norwegian 
Church Aid (NCA), the three staff members have not been released and are still in custody.    
 
South Sudanese staff of international organisations in Darfur ordered to leave 
On 30 April, Government security authorities informed humanitarian organisations working in South and East 
Darfur that all staff of South Sudanese origin working in the two states would have to leave Sudan by 2 May. 
Consequently, in South Darfur, all South Sudanese staff working with international NGOs and WFP have left the 
country. Some 35 UNAMID staff (with nine family members) remain in the two states.  
 
Security and displacement 
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According to reports received by the UN, SAF bombarded areas in Al Guz and Kafindibei, (approximately 275km 
south-west of Nyala, South Darfur) on 30 April following recent incursions of Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). According to HAC, the national NGO Rural Development Network (RDN) has verified the displacement of 
some 5,000 people from Kafindibei, Kafia Kingi, Abu Hugara and Hilat Abdul Banat to Songo (400km south-west 
of Buram) and Dafag in Radom locality, South Darfur. HAC indicates that the displaced people are in need of 
food, shelter materials and relief supplies. HAC also informed international humanitarian actors of movement 
restrictions to the area due to security concerns and that the humanitarian response will be facilitated through the 
national NGO RDN. On the same day, a UNAMID patrol on its way to Al Guz and Kafindibei from Buram was 
stopped at a checkpoint (approximately 7km west of the UNAMID team site in Buram) and was asked to turn back 
due to security concerns. 
 
Following an SPLA attack in Samaha town (100km east of Ed Daein, East Darfur) on 17 April, a recent 
assessment conducted by HAC and humanitarian actors estimates some 19,000 people have been displaced to 
Al Kubu (20km south of Samaha town). According to the assessment, the displaced people are in urgent need of 
food, emergency shelter material, relief supplies and water.  
 
According to reports received by the UN, clashes between SAF and the Sudan Liberation Army - Abdel Wahid 
(SLA-AW) took place on 1 May in in Guldo and Golo (respectively 23 and 34km north-west of the Nertiti UNAMID 
team site) in Rokoro locality, Central Darfur. HAC had reported that some 1,300 displaced people Rokoro town, 
Gimeze and Kia are in need of food, water, relief supplies, and health services. Fighting in the area started on 27 
March and humanitarian actors have been unable to assess the situation due to restrictions imposed by the 
authorities.  
 
In Dorti IDP Camp, in Geneina, West Darfur, the UN has received reports of a deteriorating security situation 
during the last two weeks. Local camp leaders have reported an increase in random night shootings and thefts. 
According to camp leaders, alcohol brewing is a possible cause for these security incidents. Camp leaders 
requested support in finding alternative livelihood opportunities in an effort to minimise criminality in the camp. 
During a visit to the camp on 2 May, the West Darfur Police Chief promised to increase police security in the 
camp. In response, camp residents offered to build a police post. Dorti IDP Camp hosts an estimated 9,000 
displaced people.  
 
Unexploded ordnance accident in Jebel Moon locality kills one woman and injures a child 
According to UNAMID, a woman was killed and a child injured by a UXO explosion in Gargi Gargi village, Jebel 
Moon locality (approximately 78km north-east of El Geneina, West Darfur). UNAMID de-mining teams have been 
deployed to the area to locate and dispose of further UXOs. 
 
Humanitarian gaps and response to returns 
Preliminary findings of a recent assessment conducted by humanitarian actors to 16 return villages in Tina 
locality, North Darfur, showed lack of food security as the major factor preventing returns. Other gaps include low 
stocks of medical supplies, equipment and medical staff in the hospital in Tina town; the need for teachers and a 
new school building in the Andor area and a school feeding program in schools in Tina town; and the need for 
water sources in the Ghadir area as it currently takes five hours to collect water.  
 
In Hashaba Dadi return village (106km north-east of El Geneina in Kreneik locality, West Darfur) returnees still 
need assistance in shelter, health, education, and livelihood security. WES and the Qatar Red Crescent have 
completed the drilling and installation of four hand pumps to provide safe drinking water for the returnees. In order 
to facilitate settlement of the returnees HAC, the Ministry of Urban Planning and Public Utilities and the 
Commissioner of Kreneik locality have been holding discussions on land demarcation. The return village of 
Hashaba Dadi has seen the return of some 4,600 people mainly from Central Darfur since May 2011. 
 
Meningitis vaccination campaign in West Darfur  
A meningitis campaign was launched on 1 May in Umm Dukhun town, West Darfur, targeting some 80,900 people 
between the age of 2-30 years. This follows reports from the SMoH of suspected meningitis cases in Garsila town 
and the Bindisi area. Other suspected meningitis cases in West Darfur were reported in El Geneina town and 
Kulbus. 


