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HIGHLIGHTS 
• With over 11,000 reported cases in four months, cholera surpasses half of all cases in 2012 
• Government and its partners to distribute 13.7 million mosquito nets to fight malaria 
• An estimated 50,000 IDPs receive aid in Katanga 
• Torrential rains damage homes in South-Kivu’s Uvira Territory 
• Over 3,000 IDPs flee as fighting intensifies in North-Kivu’s Masisi Territory 
 
General Overview 
 
Despite recent gains in the fight against cholera, progress rates indicate that the disease could be deadlier this year 
than in 2011. As of 21 April, a total of 11,221cholera cases with 222 deaths have been recorded by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the DRC Ministry of Health. This number represents nearly 52 percent of the 21,692 
recorded cases in 2011. Since the cholera outbreak was declared in March 2011 in Province Orientale and later 
spread along the Congo River to Bandundu, Equateur and Kinshasa provinces, the United Nations Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has already allocated USD 13.1 million to reinforce the response, including $9.1 
million since January 2012. Limited access to clean drinking water, especially in rural areas, and hygiene and 
sanitation problems in urban areas are the main drivers of the epidemic. Cholera persists in all provinces, except for 
Kasai Occidental and Kasai Oriental.  
 

In South-Kivu, newly released statistics indicate that the number of internally displaced people (IDPs) has increased 
by 35 percent from almost 635,000 to over 856,000 people during the first trimester of 2012. The worsening 
humanitarian crisis is a result of attacks by the armed group Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR) 
that started at the end of 2011; continuing joint military operations by the Congolese army (FARDC) and the United 
Nations Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUSCO) since 15 March; fighting between the 
FARDC and Mayi Mayi Raia Mutomboki, and spill-over effects from military operations in North-Kivu.  
 
In North-Kivu, more than 3,000 IDPs have fled two camps in Masisi Territory as a result of general insecurity and 
clashes between the FARDC and the armed group Alliance of Patriots for a Free and Sovereign Congo (APCLS). In 
Walikale Territory, humanitarian access is restricted on the Mpofi-Kibua axe due to ongoing fighting between the 
FARDC and the Mayi Mayi Cheka.  
 
In the south of Irumu Territory in Province Orientale, humanitarian actors are highly concerned with the pending re-
deployment of the FARDC in areas currently occupied by the armed group Patriotic Resistance Front of Ituri (FRPI). 
Also in Oriental Province, the National Commission for Refugees has reported the arrival of around 500 refugees from 
the Central African Republic since late March in Bondo Territory in the Bas-Uélé District as a result of LRA activities.  
 
In Katanga, humanitarian actors have started providing aid to an estimated 50,000 IDPs in Mitwaba Territory, one of 
the three territories that continue to be victim of attacks by armed groups. 
 
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
Government and its partners launch mass distribution campaign of 13.7 million mosquito nets  
On 25 April, World Malaria Day, the Government and its partners launched a mass distribution campaign of 13.7 million 
mosquito nets in Lubumbashi, the capital of Katanga province. The long-lasting insecticidal nets will benefit more than 
24.6 million people, including 4.5 million children under five years old and 1.25 million pregnant women. By June all 
nets should have been distributed across the provinces of Katanga, Bandundu and North and South Kivu. The 
operation is made possible through $71.9 million allocated to the United Nations Childrens’ Fund (UNICEF) by the 
World Bank and $12.2 million by the President’s Malaria Initiative from USAID (MPI-USAID). The World Food 
Programme (WFP), the NGO ALBA and other NGOs will provide logistical support and transport. According to the 
World Health Organization (WHO), more than 8.7 million malaria cases with more than 180,000 deaths were 
registered among children under five years old in the DRC in 2011. 
 
An estimated 50,000 IDPs receive aid in Mitwaba Territory  
To cover the needs of IDPs estimated at some 50,000 in Mitwaba Territory, NGOs and the United Nations have started 
delivering humanitarian assistance this week. From the side of the United Nations, WFP will distribute food rations for 15 
days; UNICEF has provided medicine and equipment to fight against cholera and malaria, and has dispatched 168 
education kits for 6,240 students and 120 teachers as well as has distributed 160 boxes of plumpy’nut to assist at least 192 

http://www.cerf.un.org/
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http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2012/malaria_20120424/en/index.html
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severely malnourished children. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR) continues the construction 
of 900 emergency shelters with its partner AIDES at the Kabubuli and Kabembe sites. As for the NGOs, Médecins Sans 
Frontières (MSF) is organizing mobile clinics; and Catholic Relief Services (CRS)/RRMP is distributing non-food items kits 
through fairs.  
 
Torrential rains wreak havoc in Sange town in Uvira Territory 
Three thousand houses, eight schools, hectares of farmland and a key road were destroyed after torrential rains hit on 14 
April the town of Sange in South-Kivu, a recent mission has found. The mission recommended assistance for the 
reconstruction of the houses and schools; the distribution of food- and non-food items as well as ensuring improvements in 
the water drainage system. Since October 2011, it is the second time that torrential rains cause substantial material damage 
in Sange.  
 
AVSI Foundation assists more than 15,000 people with NFIs and emergency shelter in Kalehe Territory   
After a recent evaluation, AVSI Foundation mission has distributed non-food items and emergency shelters to 3,100 
IDP families in Makelele in Kalehe Territory in South Kivu this week. The beneficiaries fled Masisi Territory and 
localities in Kalehe Territory after fighting at the beginning of February between the national army and a coalition of 
armed groups that operate from the High Plains of Kalehe. As of the end of March, 856,000 people from South Kivu 
were internally displaced, of whom almost 35 per cent in Kalehe Territory.  
 
NRC/EFSD organizes food fairs for more than 5 000 people in Lubero Territory  
The NGO Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) has organized food fairs for 5,875 people in Masereka, in the northern 
part of Lubero Territory in North Kivu last week in the framework of the Emergency Food Security and Distribution 
(EFSD) programme funded by the European Commission (ECHO). The beneficiaries of these food fairs included local 
vulnerable households and IDPs who fled fighting between the FARDC and armed groups in the southern part of 
Lubero in late 2011.  
 
ACTED distributes hygiene and water collection kits for 2, 800 beneficiaries in Kungu Territory 
The NGO Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development (ACTED) has launched the second phase of its 
distribution of hygiene and water collection kits for 2,800 beneficiaries in Dongo centre and Bokonzi in Kungu Territory 
in Equateur. The kits, which include impregnated mosquito nets, 20 liter jerry cans, soap, jars and cups, will benefit 
spontaneous returnees from the Republic of the Congo, IDP returnees and host populations.  
 


