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Afgooye corridor 

 
 Preparations on-going for 

expected rise in disease with 

the Gu rains. 

 

# of IDPs 1.36m 

# of refugees 973,609 

Affected pop. 2.51m 

$1.5 billion  
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Somalia  CAP 

 

11% funded ($168m) 

 

Offensive on the Afgooye corridor imminent 
AMISOM recently announced a continued offensive against Al Shabaab on the Afgooye 
corridor which is expected to cause further civilian casualties and displacements. The 
deputy commander of AMISOM did not give a timeframe for the offensive but believed 
that civilian casualties will be kept to a minimum as Al Shabaab are not expected to put 
up resistance.  

An upsurge in conflict will most likely lead to a further displacement of internally displaced 
people (IDPs) from the Afgooye corridor into Mogadishu and the surrounding areas. This 
will place further stress on the capital where numbers of IDPs are currently estimated at 
184,000.  There are growing concerns that the already overcrowded camps in Mogadishu 
cannot absorb a new influx of people.  The UN is pressing for a substantial improvement 
of the poor living conditions of the IDPs settlements around Mogadishu and lodged a 
request with the local authorities to grant extra space allocation to relieve congestion.  

The onset of the Gu rains expected in a few weeks, brings a further urgency for improved 
shelter, water and sanitation conditions in the camps, to minimize the risk of cholera and 
acute watery diarrhoea (AWD).  

Displacement in Gedo continues with ongoing conflict 

Elsewhere reports in the media and from the field indicate that 5,000 people were 
displaced within the Gedo region over the last few weeks following clashes between the 
Ethiopian and Kenyan forces against Al Shabaab.   

The upsurge in conflict also resulted in the closure of more than 10 health centres in the 
region.  UNHCR estimates 77,000 IDPs live in Gedo. A cut in trade from the region with 
Mogadishu and Baidoa will seriously affect the population leading to an increase in 
commodity prices. Humanitarian access to Gedo is restricted with a ban on aid agencies 
by Al Shabaab since 28 November 2011 still in place.   

Al Shabaab bans another humanitarian organization   

Al Shabaab issued a public statement on 13 March banning the international non-
governmental organization Save the Children from operating in regions under their 
control. As with prior expulsions of humanitarian organizations, Al Shabaab leveled a 
string of accusations against the organization including the distribution of expired food, 
corruption and failing to comply with rules laid down by the group. Save the Children 
projects in Somalia include health and nutrition for children, water and sanitation provision 
and education. This will cause further hardship on a population who has limited access to 
humanitarian assistance.  
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Cooked meals and
targeted

supplementary feeding
to increase

Kenyan Defense Forces (KDF) integrated into AMISOM 

The Kenyan Defense Forces ended Operation Linda Nchi (OLN) on 17 March and 
announced the beginning of its operation under AMISOM. Kenya will take 16 of the 85 
agreed positions in the military council of AMISOM, based in Mogadishu, while the 
remaining 69 slots will be filled by other African nations. 

The AMISOM force is now comprised of 12,031 Ugandan and Burundi soldiers, 4,660 
Kenyans, 1,000 from Djibouti and 850 from Sierra Leone. The OLN lasted 154 days and 
captured almost 20 towns, over 95,000 square kilometers of land under Al Shabaab in 
parts of Gedo, Middle and Lower Juba regions. 

Mogadishu/Afgooye Response  
Conflict causes strain on education 

The overall numbers of children reached with education interventions in the southern 
regions dropped slightly during the past month. Overall numbers of children reached went 
from 570,879 to 569,148 – a drop 
of 1,721 children attending school. 
Conflict and widespread 
displacements in the Afgooye 
corridor contributed to lower 
enrolments for February and March 
when 16 schools were closed or 
relocated. 

Cluster partners are working to 
ease the strain on educational 
facilities and accommodate the 
rising numbers of children in 
Mogadishu. Five temporary 
learning spaces were established 
in Tarbuka and Zone K, with four 
temporary spaces established in 
Radarka and on a site north of 
the former military academy.   

Education Cluster partners’ 
distributed food vouchers to 43,460 beneficiaries in humanitarian emergency that do not 
have access to other forms of food support. 

Shelter Cluster respond to influx from Afgooye  

The distribution of 10,002 emergency assistance packages (EAPs) benefitted 60,012 
IDPs in the Hodan and Daynile districts of Mogadishu and in Lower Juba region. The 
distribution in Hodan and Daynile was in direct response to the influx into Mogadishu from 
the Afgooye corridor and the eviction from public buildings in the capital.  The distribution 
marks the start of a concentrated effort by all humanitarian partners to raise the living 
conditions of the IDPs in Mogadishu. Elsewhere the distribution in Lower Juba of 4,000 
EAPs, benefiting 24,000 people, was funded through the Common Humanitarian Fund 
(CHF) Emergency Reserve, complying with the clusters’ minimum package. 

Scale-up of cooked meals to reach newly displaced in Mogadishu 

To address the needs of IDPs in Mogadishu, the Food Assistance Cluster scaled-up their 
response with cooked meals and targeted supplementary feeding programmes (TSFP), 
reaching 460,311 people.  

In addition, cluster partners’ are working on a one-time relief ration comprising of 300 
metric tonnes (MT) of high energy biscuits.  Work is on-going to identify the more recently 
displaced, who often move in with relatives or become subsumed into existing camps, 
making them difficult to target. 

Conflict and widespread displacement in the Afgooye Corridor has 
contributed to a decrease in enrollment by 1,721 children attending school.  
Photo: SDIO 
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Congestion in IDP
settlements expected

to cause rise in cholera
once the Gu rains

begin.

Source: UNHCR South Central Dashboard, 
Period: 01-Dec-11 to 24-Feb-12 

Cluster members released 5,000 MT of red sorghum into the market in Mogadishu 
through a network of national suppliers as part of a market stabilisation programme.  
Market tracking reports and follow up interviews with traders indicate that the sorghum 
through trading networks ended up in deficit producing areas, including Galgaduud 
region, indicating good market networks. 

During the reporting period, the Agriculture and Livelihoods Cluster disbursed cash relief 
assistance to 37,935 households (approximately 200,000 people) in six districts of 
Wadajir, Hodan, Boondheere, Waaberi, Xamar-Jajab and Dharkenley in Mogadishu. 
Food vouchers will soon be distributed to 4,457 households in Siigaale of Zone K area. 
Some 1,000 fishing folk households along the Banadir coastline benefited from fishing 
equipment.    

The Nutrition Cluster partners supported approximately 74,659 malnourished children 
under 5 years of age (32,077 severely malnourished and 42,582 moderately 
malnourished) throughout Somalia since January. The cluster is targeting 194,000 
children under 5 years of age with treatment in the coming 6 months of which 56,000 
children are severely malnourished and 138,000 are moderately malnourished. The 
cluster estimates an average of 32,000 children will be reached (9,000 severely 
malnourished children and 23,000 moderately malnourished children) monthly for the 
next 6 months with the majority being in the southern regions. 

Logistics Cluster receives high number of requests for shipment 

Cargo movement requests (CMRs) were received from 15 organizations for the upcoming 
voyage to Mogadishu expected to depart on 23 March. As aid agencies continue with 
contingency prepositioning with fears of increased displacements, anticipated increase in 
disease outbreaks and an expectation that the condition of the roads will deteriorate with 
the upcoming rains, there is an urgency to move humanitarian stock into Mogadishu. 
 
This is the highest number of CMRs received by the Logistics Cluster for a single voyage 
since the beginning of shipping operations in September 2011.  

Expected rise in disease with Gu rains 
Measles and suspected cholera expected to rise  

Preparations by Health and WASH Clusters’ to minimize the health risks with the fast 
approaching Gu rains, are on-going.  The Gu rains normally last from April to June. 

Suspected cholera: 
Concerns are expressed about the increasing potential for communicable disease 

outbreaks with people living in overcrowded IDP camps. Work to 
build the capacity of new WASH Cluster local partners continues 
as fears that they may focus on response rather than prevention 
could result in an increased number of outbreaks.  
 
Over the reporting period the WASH Cluster established a 
Hygiene Promotion/Sanitation Technical Working Group, which 
will oversee activities of the cluster in Mogadishu. So far, WASH 
is supporting 327,154 people, 13 per cent of the 2.6 million 
people targeted with sustainable water access across Somalia. 
Concurrently, the cluster is reaching 803,188 beneficiaries with 
temporary provision of safe water, of whom 789,588 are from 
the south. Another, 197,889 beneficiaries are newly accessing 
sanitation facilities (latrines), and 154,430 people benefited from 
hygiene promotion and non-food item (NFI) hygiene packages. 
 
Malaria: 
The Health Cluster expects that malaria will increase once the 
rains begin. The areas that will be most affected include along 
the riverine areas of the Shabelles, the Jubas, Gedo, Hiraan and 
Banadir regions. Rapid diagnostic tests and Artemisia combined 



Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin | 4 
 
 

 

www.ochaonline/un.org/somalia  | www.unocha.org 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

For further information, please contact:  
Órla Fagan, Reports Officer, fagano@un.org, Tel. (+254) 78 6527210 
Rita Maingi, Reports Officer, maingir@un.org, Tel. (+254) 73 4800120  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at ochaonline.un.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int

3,000 IDPs experience
family separation in

Mogadishu

therapy (malaria drug treatment) are on the ground, according to WHO, as well as inter-
agency health kits with a malaria module to be deployed in the event of an outbreak.  
 
Immunization: 
In addition, the Health Cluster reported the start of the first round of Child Health Days in 
Puntland on 11 March with more than 160,000 children aged 0-59 months targeted with 
vaccinations against polio, measles, diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus. The children also 
received vitamin A supplements and de-worming tablets. 
  
Access constraints in southern and central Somalia limited vaccination programmes to 
carry out their immunization activities for the past two years, leading to an increase of 
vaccine-preventable disease, such as measles. The Bay region reported a significant 
increase with 19 cases reported in week 10. In Somaliland 38 cases were reported in 
week 10 compared to five cases in the previous week. 

Radio used to reunite families  
The Protection Cluster is piloting an innovative family tracing programme where family 
tracing and reunification (FTR) officers are equipped with laptop and wireless area 
protection (WAP) enabled mobile phones, to ensure direct registration and follow up in 
the IDPs settlements.  

By the end of February, at least 3,000 IDPs (2,035 male, 989 female) experiencing family 
separation were registered. Forty-six per cent of those registered were followed up by the 
tracing programme with a profile search. Since the programme was introduced in 
November 2011, at least 104 cases in Mogadishu were investigated.  Of those 65 were 
successfully concluded, while there are on-going investigations for 40 other people who 
have registered. The programme also uses radio broadcasts to publicize its service in an 
effort to reunite families in Mogadishu and beyond. 

The protection Cluster is also rolling out a 10-week training of trainers on mine risk 
education targeting 385 staff at Child Friendly Spaces (CFSs) and community mobilizers 
in Banadir and Gaalkacyo in Mudug region.    

Coordination & cluster events 
Membership of the taskforce for returnees in Mogadishu was expanded to include Islamic 
Relief, Qatar and UAE Red Crescent, Intersos and local NGOs at a meeting with the 
Transitional Federal Government (TFG) Disaster Management Agency on 8 March.   

This was followed by a meeting on 13 March to establish a joint operations room at the 
Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator’s office to respond to the imminent displacements 
when Afgooye Corridor offensive begins. UN agencies and the Organization of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) pledged to contribute staff for the hub.  

The TFG senior officers mandated the Bay Governor to meet and work with all 
humanitarian actors following a UN mission to Baidoa between 3 and 5 March.  A further 
mission to the area by the UN Department of Safety and Security on 10 March expressed 
security concerns for humanitarian staff and assets. 

In Hargeisa, Somaliland, the Nutrition Cluster and the Ministry of Health held an 
emergency meeting on 14 March to identify gaps in coverage and scale-up of activities 
during the current dry season and examine the unexplained high levels of malnutrition 
among Berbera and Burao IDPs. 


