
 
 
Nutrition Update 
The revised nutrition hotspot woreda list for the first quarter 2012 has been issued. A total of 311 nutrition hotspot 
woredas have been identified, down from 363 hotspot woredas in September 2011. The number of woredas classified 
as Priority 1 (humanitarian concern) decreased by 8.5 per cent, from 128 in September to 117 at present. This is 
explained by the improvement in food and nutritional security in many areas previously classified as Priority 1 resulting 
from improved coverage of nutrition programmes and the good performance of seasonal rains in the second half of 
2011. The number of priority 2 woredas remained unchanged over the same period (169 woredas), while the number 
of Priority 3 woredas decreased from 47 to 25. The hotspot woreda list is used for planning and prioritization of 
nutrition-related humanitarian response, particularly in Priority 1 woredas. For more information, contact: 
isaackm@dppc.gov.et  
 
Health Update 
Suspected cases of meningococcal meningitis continue to be reported from Kacha Bira woreda of Kembata Tembaro 
zone and Boloso Sore woreda of Wolayita zone, SNNPR. A team comprising the SNNP Regional Health Bureau, 
Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute (EHNRI) and WHO is on the ground conducting surveillance and 
case management. Medical supplies required for management of the outbreak, including drugs, laboratory and other 
medical equipment, have been distributed to health facilities in the affected woredas. WHO is also facilitating 
procurement of a limited number of meningitis vaccines. Meanwhile, EHNRI’s Public Health Emergency Management 
(PHEM) centre, with support from WHO and UNICEF, has updated the Emergency Preparedness and Response Plan 
(EPRP) for meningococcal meningitis outbreaks. The EPRP is also expected to support resource mobilization efforts. 
 
New suspected cases of measles were also reported during the past week from Mene Sibu and Sinana woredas of 
West Wellega and Bale zones (Oromia Region); in Ankasha woreda of Awi Zone (Amhara Region); and Bambasi 
woreda of Assosa zone (Beneshangul Gumuz Region). Samples of reported cases have been sent to the EHNRI for 
confirmation. Enhanced surveillance and active case identification is ongoing in the areas reporting new cases.  
 
The acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) outbreak reported in Dibat woreda of Beneshangul Gumuz Region has been 
brought under control through the concerted efforts of the Government, WHO and UNICEF. No new cases were 
reported during the past week, whereas 45 new cases had been reported two weeks ago. A total of 256 cases were 
reported in February. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
 
Food Assistance Update 
Relief food dispatches under the first round for 2012 reached 24 per cent as of 8 March, including 29 per cent 
dispatched to areas covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS), 24 per cent to 
areas covered by WFP in Somali Region, and 10 per cent to areas covered by the NGO Joint Emergency Operation 
(JEOP). A total 28,851 MT of food has been allocated to cover the relief food needs of 3.2 million people nationwide 
during the first round. Meanwhile, dispatch of the ninth round (2011) relief food assistance targeting 1.4 million 
beneficiaries in the Somali Region stood at 96 per cent as of the same date. For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Moyale Update 
A polio and measles vaccination campaign targeting children aged 6 months to 14 years among the Kenyans 
displaced into Ethiopia was launched on 28 February by the NGO Merlin. By 2 March, 1,037 children between the 
ages of 6 months and 14 years and 533 children under five years of age had been vaccinated for measles and polio 
respectively. The week also saw a slight increase in reported cases of malaria (from 29 cases two weeks ago to 35) 
and a decrease in reported AWD cases (from 63 cases two weeks ago to 47) among the displaced Kenyans. To 
minimize the likelihood of an outbreak of diarrhoeal disease, house-to-house hygiene and sanitation promotion 
activities are underway by health extension workers (HEWs) and volunteers, with support from Oxfam GB. Distribution 
of household water treatment chemicals is also in progress. To address the shortage of insecticide treated nets (ITNs) 
in the NFI kits distributed by Oxfam GB and IOM, UNICEF has provided an additional 3,400 ITNs, decreasing the gap 
in total ITN requirement to 1,000. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 
 

 


