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6,732 IDPs remained in Vavuniya camps as of 31 December 2011 
421,056 persons have returned as of 31 December 2011 
Source: Compiled by UNHCR from district and Government data 

 

I. SITUATION OVERVIEW & HIGHLIGHTS 

 
By the end of December 2011, 421,056 people 
(126,524 families) had returned to the Northern 
Province. This figure includes 223,745 people (70,625 
families) displaced after April 2008 and 197,311 
persons (55,899 families) displaced before April 20081

 
.  

At the end of November 6,732 IDPs (2,044 families), 
displaced after April 2008, remained in camps 
awaiting return to their areas of origin. An additional 
7,518 IDPs (2,040 families) from the protracted or 
long-term caseload, displaced prior to April 2008, 
remained in camps in Jaffna and Vavuniya districts.  
During November, 229 IDPs (72 families) living in 
Menik Farm relocated to a Government-prepared site 
outside the Kombavil Village in Mullaitivu district, 
while humanitarian demining activities were going on 
in the ‘Grey Zone’ areas.  
 

The Government and the UN are engaged in a joint 
validation exercise to determine the number of people 
displaced before 2008, who may still need durable 
solutions. Initiated in August 2011, the survey will 
determine the current locations, status and intentions 
of a representative sample of these persons 
countrywide. The assessments and mapping on the 
status and extent of humanitarian needs among these 
displaced communities will support long-term solutions for their issues.  
 

Moreover, the Government and the UN are committed to finding solutions for displaced people, who sought shelter with friends and 
relatives, left camps and are still living with friends and relatives, or are stranded in transit sites. Again, determining the number of 
people falling under this category and whether they continue to live with hostss by choice or for lack of a solutions will be critical to 
support future strategies of assistance.   
 
Northeast monsoon season 
 

The Northern Province of Sri Lanka receives considerable rainfall during the Northeast monsoon season (October-January). The 2011 
rains came late. In November intense rain and flooding affected some parts of Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu districts, resulting in 
relatively small-scale temporary displacement.  
 

Due to the flooding, resettled families in Karachchi and Kandavalai divisional secretariat divisions (DSD) of Kilinochchi district were 
displaced from their homes. Flooding mainly occurred because the ten gates of the Iranamadu reservoir were opened to release 
water, which in turn stagnated and caused flooding as some of the waterways were blocked by ongoing road construction. Most of 
the affected returnees were living in transitional shelters. As of 28 November, the Kilinochchi district Disaster Management Centre 
reported local authorities had accommodated 3,274 displaced people (742 families) in public buildings and provided them cooked 
meals. The floodwaters had receded enough to allow these families to move back to their homes the next day. Mullaitivu district did 
not report any displacement during this period. 
 

On 25 December, the national Disaster Management Center (DMC) reported nearly 35,800 people (9,700 families) affected by heavy 
rains and flooding, mainly in Mullaitivu, Jaffna and Kilinochchi districts. Some 3,000 people (800) families had sought shelter in 
temporary evacuation sites.  

                                                            
1 There are two major caseloads of displaced people in Sri Lanka. Those recently displaced or ‘new’ IDPs refers to those displaced after April 2008, and the ‘old’ or 
protracted caseload refers to those displaced prior to April 2008.  Note that the total population returned to their districts of origin includes returns from both categories of 
IDPs. 
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This report indicates the UN and NGO partner response to continuing humanitarian needs and early recovery concerns, in support to the Sri Lankan Government’s 
efforts to rebuild the former conflict-affected regions. Activities show progress towards the sectoral priorities and goals described in the 2011 Joint Plan for Assistance. 
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Proposed location for Atchchuvely Industrial Zone. Credit: UNOPS 

 
FUNDING 
• The Government of India is 

undertaking a US$2

project to rehabilitate the 
1.7 million 

Atchchuvely Industrial Zone (AIZ) 
in Jaffna district, which is 
expected to create employment 
opportunities for people in the 
Northern Province. Under an 
agreement with the High 
Commission of India, UNOPS will 
carry out the work and provide 
technical expertise, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Traditional Industries and Small 
Enterprise Development. Once 
complete, potential investors will 
receive infrastructure assistance 
to commence business ventures 
at the AIZ. 
 

• As of 16 January 2012, the Joint Plan of Assistance (JPA) 2011 remains underfunded with 34% ($99.2 million) received against a 
total of $289 million in commonly identified requirements.  
 

 
United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination Mission 
The Sri Lankan Government, through the National Council for Disaster Management chaired 
by President Mahinda Rajapaksa, requested the UN Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator to 
support capacity-building for disaster management personnel in the country, with special 
emphasis on emergency preparedness and response (including search and rescue). OCHA, 
in support of the Ministry of Disaster Management and the DMC, organized a UNDAC 
Disaster Response and Preparedness mission.  
 
The mission team, consisting of 17 experts, was in Sri Lanka during 14-25 November 2011. 
They held meetings with over 52 Government Ministries, Departments, authorities and 
agencies, including the Police and Sri Lankan Army; over 25 UN, Red Cross and NGO 
partners; and donor representatives. Having reviewed and assessed national capacities, the 
mission recommended measures to strengthen disaster preparedness and response 
coordination at the national, provincial, and district levels. 
 
Recommendations focused on improving capacities for preparedness, coordination, 
logistics, emergency services, health, risk exposure and vulnerability reduction. The 
Government welcomed the mission’s recommendations, with key coordination priorities to 
be implemented in 2012. 
The report can be accessed on:  

                                                            
2 All dollar signs in this document denote United States dollars. 

http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/srilanka_hpsl/docs/UNDAC_SL_Report_Final_Email.pdf   

http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/srilanka_hpsl/docs/UNDAC_SL_Report_Final_Email.pdf�


 

Compiled by OCHA | website: http://www.hpsl.lk 
 

JOINT HUMANITARIAN AND EARLY RECOVERY UPDATE 

 
November – December 2011 – Report #38 

Menik Farm, Vavuniya Cluster-wise Update (November & December 2011)  

 
Credit: UNOCHA Sri Lanka 

 
II. SECTOR OVERVIEWS & HIGHLIGHTS  

Sector activities support the work of their Government counterparts. Contributions to the JH/ERU from partner agencies highlighting their project 
operations are welcome through the respective Sector Lead. 

Graph 1: JPA 2011: Funding coverage per cluster 
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Civil Administration and National Protection Mechanisms | Sector Leads: UNDP and UNHCR 
Partners include CARE, DRC, FORUT, LEADS, OfERR (Ceylon), SCiSL, UNDP, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, World Vision 

• Protection actors continue to monitor returns and the 
remaining displaced people. In November 2011, agencies 
conducted more than 60 missions, consulting 1,000 
returnees and IDPs to better understand their needs and 
concerns. Partners continue to advocate with the authorities 
for a survey in Menik Farm to identify the remaining IDPs’ 
awareness and intentions concerning resettlement to the 
makeshift village of Kombavil.  

• Consultations with IDPs transferred to the Kombavil site in 
November revealed that their continued preference to 
return to their homes in the ‘Grey Zone’ areas. The 
reduction of support in Menik Farm and a desire to at least 
be closer to their villages of origin reconciled some IDPs to 
the Kombavil move. However, they also expressed some 
uncertainty about the conditions at Kombavil, including 
levels of assistance, and the possibility and schedule for 
return to their homes.  

• In December, 213 people (67 families) left Menik Farm for 
Maritimepattu DSD, in Mullaitivu district. Additionally, 380 
people (141 families) from host communities across the 
country returned to their villages in Puthukkudiyiruppu 
(PTK) DSD. (Both sets of returns took place under the 
Government’s auspices.) 

• In Jaffna district, UNDP’s Equal Access to Justice (A2J) 
Project, implemented in partnership with the Ministry of 
National Languages and Social Integration and supported 
by UNCHR, organized an awareness programme on gender-
based violence and domestic abuse for community 
members in the Kakaithivu area. The event was organized in 
collaboration with the Sarvodoya Legal Services Movement.  

• In Kilinochchi district, the A2J Project held an awareness 
programme on the rights of physically-disabled people and 
available support networks.  

• Meanwhile, A2J continued mobile clinics for legal/civil 
documentation services in the Northern Province. People in 
the Manthai East (Mullaitivu district), Karachchi (Kilinochchi 
district) and Vavuniya North (Vavuniya district) DSDs 
submitted applications for/received some 3,100 birth 
certificates, 470 marriage certificates, 220 death certificates, 
380 elders’ identity cards, as well as 1,020 National Identity 
Cards, and registered 67 Police complaints. Additionally, A2J 
supported 100 Sri Lankan children born on Indian soil to 
receive their Sri Lankan citizenship certificates.     

• Under UNDP’s Capacity Development for Recovery in the 
North (CADRIN) initiative, implemented in partnership with 
the Ministry of Public Administration and Home Affairs, 

Community-based Organizations (CBO) from Kilinochchi, 
Mannar, Mullaitivu and Vavuniya districts participated in a 
symposium with local government officials. The purpose 
was to strengthen relationships and a common 
understanding of development needs, joint planning and 
smooth project implementation. 

• In Mannar district, the Human Rights Commissioner 
organized awareness sessions related to the 16 Days of 
Activism, inaugurated in several districts to strengthen the 
prevention and response to Sexual and Gender-based 
Violence (SGBV), particularly the growing phenomenon of 
domestic violence. UNHCR organized programmes in 
Vavuniya district.  

• In Jaffna district, the Ministry for Women and Children’s 
Affairs endorsed the function of the SGBV district 
Coordinator, already approved by the Government Agent. 
Vavuniya district authorities agreed to constitute a district 
SGBV Committee to design strategies and actions to 
combat violence against women.   

• The SGBV Coordinator for Jaffna district, UNHCR and 
UNICEF organized awareness sessions for the 200 Tamil-
speaking personnel recruited recently for the 15 district 
Police Stations. Participants were introduced to basic 
principles of protection, including child protection; UNHCR 
and UNICEF mandates and activities; national legislation on 
domestic violence; referral mechanisms; and the role of the 
Police in responding to SGBV cases.  

• In November 2011, UNHCR supported the voluntary 
repatriation of 73 people (23 families), for a total 1,625 Sri 
Lankan refugees who have returned from India and other 
countries. The inauguration of passenger ferry services 
between Sri Lanka and Tamil Nadu, India, opened new 
means for voluntary return, long awaited by prospective 
returnees as a means to transport more household 
baggage than by air. However, by 22 November 2011, the 
ferry service had been suspended due to a commercial 
dispute (status unchanged at the time of writing).  

• Following the Stay Order issued by the Court of Appeal on 
the new Land Circular 2011/4 of 22 July 2011, the 
authorities have instructed a halt to the distribution and 
collection of forms across the Northern Province. Entitled 
‘Regulating the Activities Regarding Management of Lands 
in the Northern and Eastern Provinces’, the circular gives 
instructions to Government officials about management of 
State lands and obtaining information on claims of private 
ownership where no documents are available.  
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A notice on a pillar warns that this building of the Iranaipalai 
Schoolis dangerously close to collapsing. Credit: UNICEF© 

 

Education and Sports |  Sector Lead: UNICEF 
Partners include ChildFund Sri Lanka, CORDAID, DRC, FORUT, IOM, Janasuwaya/PWJ, NRC, OfERR (Ceylon), Oxfam 
Australia, PARCIC, PWJ, RtR, SCiSL, SEED, Sewalanka Foundation, Tdh, UMCOR, UNDP, UNICEF, WVI and ZOA  

Recovery 
• About 1,135 children in Vavuniya North, Mullaitivu, 

Thunukkai, Madhu and Kilinochchi Education Zones 
received bicycles from UNICEF and Save the Children Sri 
Lanka (SCiSL) to resolve the transport issues hampering 
their regular attendance at school. (Additionally, 35 
teachers in Mullaitivu district received bicycles from 
(SCiSL), supporting much-needed pre-school services in 
their communities.)  

• School Attendance Committees in about 60 schools, 
mainly in the Jaffna, Mannar and Vavuniya Education 
Zones, are spearheading a child-friendly approach (CFA) 
and School Development Plans. Guided by Zonal 
Education personnel with support from education 
partners, the school authorities designed plans to improve 
the school environment and strengthen teaching, student 
attendance and community support for school welfare 
activities. In Jaffna district, education authorities 
introduced principals from the Vadamaradchi, Valikamam 
and Jaffna Education Zones to CFA, with UNICEF support.  

• A total of 260 primary school teachers in Kilinochchi and 
Mullaitivu districts, who received UNICEF training, are 
carrying out Accelerated Learning Programme syllabuses 
and strategies to help children catch up on lost learning 
while they were displaced. 

• Northern Province Divisional Education Officers received 
training on education strategic planning and management 
at a UNICEF workshop.  

• In Jaffna district, World Vision (WV) distributed library 
furniture to six schools in Chankanai and Chavakachcheri 
DSDs.  

• SCiSL is renovating schools in Jaffna and Kilinochchi 
districts.  

• In Kilinochchi district, UNOPS in partnership with the 
Ministry of Education launched a $4.9 million project, 
funded by the Korea International Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA), to rebuild school infrastructure. UNOPS will build 
classrooms for seven schools in Karachchi DSD, two in 
Kandavali DSD and three in Poonakary DSD. Three schools 
in the same areas will receive faculty accommodation 
quarters.    

• In the Karachchi DSD, WV has renovated three schools in 
the Thirunagar, Maniankulam, Mutkomban GNDs, while 

work progresses on another three schools in 
the Akkaranyan, Anandapuram and Vennerikulam GNDs. 

• In Mullaitivu district, the Iranaipalai Roman Catholic Tamil 
Mixed School in Kombavil reopened on 1 December 2011, 
although the structure is not safe. Zonal education 
authorities request assistance for urgent repairs.  

• In Mullaitivu district, WV renovated three schools in the 
PTK and Maritimepattu DSDs. The Vallipunam School 
reconstructed through WV support, reopened on 1 
December 2011. The agency also distributed 290 water 
filters and 800 books to 15 schools across Vavuniya North 
DSD, in Vavuniya district. WV in coordination with the 
DMC carried out four awareness programmes on disaster 
preparedness in the Karunaddukerny, Kokkali and 
Kokkuthoduvai GNDs.  

• Peace Wind Japan constructed six classrooms and 
equipped them in Kulamurippu Government Tamil Mixed 
School (GTMS) of Mullaitivu district. 

• The Government has selected 173 Northern Province 
schools in remote Northern Province areas with less than 
50 children for renovation with donor support. The Indian 
Government has come forward to help renovate thirty-one 
schools in Thunukkai Education Zone, Mullaitivu district. 
Work has already started with the support of the Northern 
Provincial Department of Education. 

• Offer Ceylon is supporting Early Childhood Care and 
Development (ECCD) at 18 preschools in Thunukkai 
Education Zone.  
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Education and Sports Cluster progress in 2011 based on the PTF 3W online database (as of 31 December 2011) 

 
Source: PTF 3W, 31 December 2011 

 

Food Security, Agriculture and Livelihoods  |  Sector Leads: FAO, WFP and UNDP 
Partners include ACTED,  CARE,  Caritas,  ChildFund Sri Lanka,  CORDAID,  DRC,  FAO,  FORUT,  FOSDOO,  GTZ 
ProMiS,  HI,  ILO,  IOM,  Janasuwaya/PWJ,  JEN,  LEADS,  Muslim Aid,  N-GACDO,  NRC,  OfERR (Ceylon),  Oxfam 
Australia,  Oxfam GB,  PARCIC,  PIN,  Practical Action, WFP, World Vision, UNDP and ZOA 

Food Security 
• During November-December, WFP provided some 

2,984mt of food to 90,820 returnees and IDPs in camps, 
mid-day meals to 160,537 school children, and Corn Soya 
Blend (micronutrient-fortified supplement) for 53,175 
malnourished children under five years, pregnant women 
and nursing mothers. 

• Furthermore, 14,351 returnees received food in 
compensation for their productive labour in food-for-
assets (FFA) initiatives: 267 school kitchens, 50 school 
gardens, 4,511 home gardens, 6 herbal gardens, 771 
toilets, four wells, 1,851 houses, 192km of rehabilitated 
roads, 171km of irrigation channels, and planted 86,533 
trees. (See table 1) 

 
Table 1: WFP food distribution to conflict-affected people 
in the Northern Province   

Districts  Metric tons of 
food distributed 

# of participants 

Jaffna 514 3,349 

Kilinochchi 199 1,640 

Mullaitivu 27 923 

Mannar 437 2,781 

Vavuniya  281 5,658 

Total 1,458 14,351 
Source: WFP, January 2012 

• Most storage facilities in the Northern Province were 
destroyed during the war. Responding to a Ministry of 
Agriculture (MoA) request, WFP provided containers for 
agrarian centres in the Northern Province in a quick 
solution to the problem of how to store seed paddy, 
fertilizer and tools. The agency also provided weight scales 
to these centres.  

• In phase II of the Post-Harvest Assistance project, WFP is 
providing individual storage silos, rice parboiling vessels 
and rice flour shifters to selected farmers and millers in 
collaboration with the MoA.  

 
Agriculture 
• For the Maha 2011/12 (September to March) planting 

season, agencies targeted vulnerable flood-affected 
farmers and newly resettled farmers – particularly those 
who missed cultivation during the Yala 2011 because of 
their dependence on rain-fed agriculture and lack of 
access to irrigation. FAO supported over 15,000 farmers, 
distributing 1,418mt of paddy seed sufficient to cultivate 
over 23,000 acres of abandoned paddy land and 154mt of 
other field crop (OFC) seeds for over 8,000 acres of 
highland. Farming families are also receiving home 
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The Kokweliya irrigation system being opened. Credit: IOM  
 

gardening kits, storage units and water pumps. Harvesting 
begins in February 2012. 

• With funding from the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA), FAO and UNDP are 
providing integrated agricultural recovery support to 
returning families and host communities in Jaffna, 
Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi districts. Under the livestock 
component of the project, FAO has selected 800 
households in Jaffna and Kilinochchi districts for provision 
of a goat package and 600 households for a cattle 
package. Distributions have begun. Under the horticulture 
component, FAO will give horticulture packages to 
approximately 7,000 families. The project’s fisheries 
component will rehabilitate of landing centres, re-establish 
fisheries support services and provide livelihood inputs 
and training.  

• FAO launched a $5 million project funded by the European 
Union in December 2011. Over 3.5 years, FAO will 
rehabilitate small-scale reservoirs in Kilinochchi and 
Mullaitivu districts and strengthen the capacity of farming 
communities and Government partners to increase 
agricultural production.  

 
Livelihoods  
• Livelihood needs remain wide and varied across the 

Northern Province, with interventions ranging from initial 
start-up support to strengthening access to markets and 
building private sector linkages. Recognizing that certain 
vulnerable groups require tailored assistance (including 
inputs and skills training), the Vavuniya Government Agent 
(GA) chaired a workshop on the livelihood needs of 
vulnerable groups, including disabled persons, families led 
by single women, orphans, the poorest of the poor and 
rehabilitated separatees. At the GA’s request, UNDP 
prepared a draft concept note for an Integrated 
Agriculture-based Livelihood Assistance Programme, and 
this was presented and discussed among participants from 
the Government, UN and civil society organizations. The 
draft is with the Department of Agriculture and the 
Department of Animal Production and Health for review 
and finalization. Importantly, the guidelines aim to provide 
support that is specifically tailored to the needs of a 
particular family. The total assistance package for crops 
and livestock will vary depending on an assessment of 
initial assets and skills. Technical departments will also 
contribute with training and extension services.  

• The Jaffna Social Action Centre received assistance from 
the Japanese Embassy to provide livelihood assistance for 
300 returnee families in Tellipallai DSD.  

• Swiss Labour Assistance (SAH) is supporting 520 
households in PTK DSD, Kilinochchi district, through a 
cash-for-work (CFW) initiative. The families receive up to 
LKR 35,000 to meet their basic needs and improve food 
security. Another 700 families in Pachchilapallai DSD will 

receive similar support. SAH is giving cash grants to the 
most vulnerable households (elderly, disabled persons, led 
by single women breadwinners) in PTK DSD to improve 
food security and income generation opportunities. The 
agency is supporting another 900 Pachchilapallai families 
with cash grants to resume income-generating activities 
(including paddy and vegetable cultivation, poultry and 
goat rearing, and a range of small businesses). In 
Mullaitivu district, SAH is supporting 366 households 
selected for CFW in PTK DSD to establish home gardens 
using organic methods, as complementary assistance to 
improve nutritional quality and dietary diversity. 

• In Kilinochchi district, the Palmyrah Development Board 
participated in the Early Recovery Forum meeting to 
highlight potential development opportunities. The Board 
encouraged partners to support a tappers promotion 
programme through cooperative societies and the 
initiation of community production centers.  

• Acting on recommendations by local authorities, UNDP 
supported the Kilinochchi district Secretariat to form a 
district Women’s Development Federation as the apex 
body for women’s development societies. It is hoped that 
the Federation will help to raise awareness of the social, 
economic and cultural issues confronting households led 
by women (and other vulnerable women).  The Federation 
participated in the last Early Recovery coordination 
meeting and will work with agencies to develop 
skills/capacities focusing on women’s empowerment.  
UNHCR has already provided office furniture and UNDP 
some initial training.  

• In Mullaitivu district, the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) is supporting 34 artisans through a 
partnership with the Academy of Design and the Palmyrah 
Development Board. These artisans visited Colombo to 
participate in the Sri Lanka Design Festival, where their 
unique palmyrah products were displayed during a fashion 
show attended by key industry stakeholders. UMCOR is 
also supporting individual business start-up for 750 
families in Oddusuddan and Maritimepattu DSDs, in 
Mullaitivu district. Some 360 families have received 
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UMCOR support including 31 two-wheel tractors. 

• Thirty-six families with prior experience of handling cattle 
in Andankulam and Addkattiveli (in Manthai West DSD) 
and Neelasenai (in Mannar Town DSD) in Mannar district, 
received cattle through UNDP’s Livestock Development 
Project, to support their livelihoods based on milk 
production. They received the animals on a revolving loan 
fund system (70% grant and 30% to be repaid to the 
farmers’ society on an affordable monthly installment). The 
Department of Animal Production and Health helped the 
farmers with artificial insemination services, linked them up 
with the Department’s stud bull distribution and raised 
awareness on the benefits of high quality breeds. 

• In Jaffna district, WV is working with the Deputy Director 
of Agriculture to conduct a market survey to enhance fruit 
production in the Chankanai and Chavakachcheri DSDs, in 
collaboration with local fruit producers. In Kilinochchi 
district, WV distributed water pumps, cattle, sewing 
machines, and carpentry/masonry tools among some 70 
families in Shanthapuram, Vivekanandanagar, 
Ramanathapuram and Kanahampikaikuam DSDs. 
Furthermore, the agency donated boats, outboard engines 
and nets among 100 families in the Kokkulai, 
Manalkudiyiruppu and Silawathai South areas of 
Maritimepattu DSD, Mullaitivu district. 

• In Vavuniya district, ZOA is setting up a bicycle factory, 
which is expected to assemble 10,000 bicycles in the first 
quarter of 2012 with newly-trained local assemblers. ZOA 
supported a two-day training programme on livelihood 

support for Organization for the Rehabilitation of the 
Handicapped (ORHAN) in Vavuniya district and the 
Mannar Association for Rehabilitation of Differently-abled 
People to develop local partner capacity to implement the 
forthcoming project in both districts. 

• The National Apprentice and Industrial Training Authority 
(NAITA) has established Recognition for Prior Learning 
(RPL) centres in the Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu and Vavuniya 
districts with WUSC support. These centres will assess the 
skills of those without formal qualifications, matching 
them to the equivalent National Vocational Qualification 
levels and providing official certificates that are recognized 
nationally and internationally. Trades include mechanics, 
plumbers, electricians etc. 

 
Infrastructure reconstruction 
• In Jaffna district, UNOPS is constructing the 129m long 

Thondamanaru Bridge with funding from the Spanish 
Government. As of 31 December, the agency has 
completed about half of the work.  

• In Vavuniya district, IOM has reconstructed an irrigation 
system and 4km road in Kokweliya village. This will provide 
adequate irrigation for all Kokweliya farmland in both the 
Maha and Yala seasons, while mitigating against flooding. 
The road also provides access to neighboring villages, 
supporting the re-establishment of economic relations 
between communities and improved socio-cultural ties 
that have been disrupted over the past three decades. 

 
Food Security, Agriculture & Livelihood progress in 2011 based on the PTF 3W online database (as of 31 
December 2011) 

 
Source: PTF 3W, 31 December 2011 
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Mothers, children and TdH Community Health Volunteers 
talking about planting home gardens to supplement family 
nutrition, particularly for their children. Credit: TdH 

Health and Nutrition  |  Sector Lead: WHO 
Partners include CHA-Mercy Malaysia, Christian Aid, HI, IOM, MSF France, MSF Holland, MTI, Muslim Aid, ORHAN, 
TdH, UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO, World Vision and ZOA  

Health 
• WHO together with the Ministry of Health (MoH), 

including the Disaster Preparedness and Response Unit 
(DPRU), are implementing measures to mitigate adverse 
health effects following floods in some areas of the 
Northern Province. Partners heightened disease 
surveillance targeting water-borne and vector-borne 
diseases throughout the region. No disease outbreaks 
were reported in November and December 2011. 

• UNFPA provided logistical support to the district level 
health officials in Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu districts to 
conduct 28 mobile reproductive health clinics in those two 
districts. 

 

Curative Care 
• WHO continues to support the health authorities to 

deploy six health assistants in the Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu 
and Mannar districts, to supplement human resources for 
health provided by the MoH in the Northern Province. 
These health assistants support primary health care 
delivery at peripheral hospitals. 

• In Mullaitivu district, WHO supports the Regional Director 
of Health Services (RDHS) with three ambulances to 
address emergency referrals. 

• In PTK DSD of Mullaitivu district, Médecins sans Frontières 
France (MSF-F) continues to provide mobile medical clinics 
in four locations. The agency also supports around the 
clock services at the Emergency Treatment Unit at the 
Mullaitivu General Hospital, as well as obstetrics and 
gynecology care, surgical care and laboratory facilities. The 
MSF-F medical team consists of 11 expatriate medical 
personals and 60 national staff.  
 

Maternal and Child Health 
• In the Manthai East and Thunukkai DSDs of Mullaitivu 

district, Terre des Hommes (Tdh) is working with 
economically-insecure returnee families to start home 

gardens in a strategy to increase nutrition 
among malnourished, underweight children. Tdh trained 
and distributed started kits for around 50 families. 
Moreover, Tdh Community Health Volunteers continued 
health promotion activities in Mullaitivu district, with 
special emphasis on Acute Respiratory Tract Infections. So 
far, Tdh has conducted 400 health and hygiene promotion 
sessions in 215 villages reaching 2,340 participants.  
 

Mental health: 
• In Mullaitivu district, the MSF France-supported mobile 

health clinics provide psychiatric care, psychosocial care 
and mental health counseling, for resettled communities. 
(The agency team consists of a psychiatrist, psychologist, 
five counselors and two community officers.)  

• WV conducted a three-day training programme for 
community support officers from Mullaitivu and 
Kilinochchi districts, on the proper methods of counseling 
and on how best to approach clients with mental health 
issues in their communities. This was another activity 
implemented through the AusAID-funded REMIND 
(Reconciliation through Mental Health Integration in the 
Northern districts of Sri Lanka) project, in coordination 
with the Medical Officer for Mental Health covering 
Mullaitivu. 
 

Health Promotion 
• In Jaffna district, WV  organized an awareness raising 

programme on methods of eradicating dengue and how 
best to keep the environment clean for the residents of 
the Samoothra welfare centre in Tholpuram West.  

• Further, Tdh complied with a RDHS request for 250 
mosquito nets to the Mullaitivu district Disaster 
Management Centre to mitigate vector-borne diseases 
following the monsoon floods. 
 

Rehabilitation Services 
• Handicap International (HI) continues to provide physical 

rehabilitation services Kilinochchi, Mullaitivu and Vavuniya 
districts with six mobile outreach clinics. In November, HI 
rehabilitation services extended to 68 men and 44 women 
with 56 rehabilitation sessions and provision of 188 
prosthetic and orthotic devices.  

• On 3 December 2011, children (regardless of physical 
dis/ability) participated in art competitions and sports 
events in the Mullaitivu district. HI organized these events 
to mark International Day of Persons with Disability, under 
the theme “Together for a better world for all”, 
highlighting the need to remove barriers holding back 
people with disabilities from taking their place as full 
member of their community. Also, HI inaugurated the 
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Children’s activities on the International Day of Persons with 
Disabilities in Oddusuddan, Mullaitivu DSD. Credit: HI 
 

Graph 2: Number of <5 children with SAM & MAM in Mullaitivu district MOH Areas 

 
Source: UNICEF, December 2011 

Physiotherapy Unit of the Mullaitivu General Hospital with 
Northern health authorities in attendance.  

• In December HI supported 35 disability assessments with 
32 rehabilitation sessions. Some 123 people received 
prosthetic and orthotic (P&O) devices. 

• In Vavuniya district, MSF Holland will hand over the 
Pompaimadhu Spinal Cord Rehabilitation centre to RDHS 
Vavuniya and Orthopedic and Reconstructive Surgical Care 
Unit to Vavuniya General Hospital, concluding its activities.  

• The Sri Lanka School of Prosthetics and Orthotics (SLSPO) 
continues to support rehabilitative care in the Northern 
Province, donating 65 P&O devices to people with 
disabilities in November-December. SLSPO operates with 
the Vavuniya General Hospital Orthopedic clinic in 
identifying, assessing and supporting patients across the 
region.  

 
Reconstruction of health infrastructure:  
• UNOPS completed the reconstruction work at the 

Mullaitivu Divisional Hospital, funded by Hammer Forum. 
In November, UNOPS built an incinerator and is working 
on the perimeter fencing. The agency has already 
completed a ward complex, water tank and pump room, as 
well as accommodation quarters for doctors and nurses. 
 

Mullaitivu district 

• In Mullaitivu District, approximately 750 returnee children 
(of some 7,600) with Moderate or Severe Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM or SAM) received treatment at the 
community level in November. Fortunately, few were 
suffering from chronic medical complications. (UNICEF 
coverage of this vulnerable group has improved.

 
 

Table 2: Summary of malnutrition in Mullaitivu district, November 2011 
MOH Area # children 

 under 5 years  
# children under  
5 years screened 

# SAM # MAM % SAM % MAM 

Mullaitivu 2,905 2,663 20 171 0.75 6.42 

Puthukkudiyiruppu 1,833 1,673 15 161 0.90 9.62 

Oddusuddan 1,739 1,314 24 121 1.83 9.21 

Mallawi 2,067 2,008 32 211 1.59 10.51 

District Total 8,544 7,658 91 664 1.19 8.67 

Source: UNICEF, December 2011 

• UNICEF supported training for some 130 
public health staff from Mullaitivu and 
Vavuniya districts on monitoring nutrition 
among children under five years.    

• Also in Mullaitivu district, UNICEF will 
continue two hired ambulances for the PTK 
health authorities until the end of February 
2012. In December, the Mullaitivu GA 
chaired an advocacy meeting on improving 
nutrition among recent returnees, facilitated 
by RDHS and UNICEF. 

• In November, UNICEF donated two new 
ambulances to Mallavi Base Hospital and 
the Mullaitivu General Hospital. This covers 
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the major two curative care facilities in Mullaitivu district.  

• UNICEF is helping to refurbish four Gramodhaya Health Centers (GHCs, community health facilities) in PTK. The agency has 
already completed the Kombavil and Kaiveli GHCs – the latter is the only curative care facility with one pre-intern doctor for the 
entire PTK division. The Suthanthirapuram and Vallipunam GHCs will be completed by the end of December. 

 

Refurbishment support to GHCs 

Before After 
Vallipunam GHC  

 

 

 

Kombavil GHC 

 

 

 
Credit: UNICEF 

 
• In Mannar district, UNICEF donated one new ambulance to Periyapandivirichchan Divisional Hospital, which covers the entire 

Madhu AGA division. UNICEF completed a new Pediatric Ward and the Medical Officer of Health complex at the Adampan 
district Hospital in December 2011.  

 
Health & Nutrition Cluster progress in 2011 based on the PTF 3W online database (as of 31 December 2011) 
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Source: PTF 3W, 31 December 2011 

 

Mine Action | Sector Lead: UNDP  
 
Coordination and Government Partners  

Regional Mine Action Offices (RMAOs) are located in the GA 
offices of Jaffna (covering the Jaffna and Kilinochchi districts) 
and Vavuniya (covering Vavuniya, Mullaitivu, Mannar and all 
districts of the North-Central and Eastern Provinces). Sub-
offices, which focus only on each district, are located in 
Mullaitivu, Mannar and Kilinochchi districts. The RMAOs carry 
out coordination, information management and quality 
management functions for their respective Areas of 
Responsibility, under overall coordination of the National Mine 
Action Centre (NMAC) in Colombo, and with support from 
UNDP and UNICEF. 

• To facilitate IDP resettlement, the areas designated by the 
government for residence and livelihood remain the high 
priority for issuing clearance tasks. Across all districts, tasks 
now increasingly include land clearance for livelihood and 
infrastructure. Surveys and clearance activities continue in 
the Eastern Province.  

• Approximately 2.81km2 of land has been released through 
minefield clearance and Battle Area Clearance (BAC) in 
December, with a cumulative total of 554.88km2 of land 
cleared and released since 1 January 2009.   

• Surveys were essential to the cancellation and release of 
land in areas previously classified as hazardous. During 
December 2011 an additional 5.84km2 of land estimated 
to be contaminated (Confirmed Hazardous Area) was 
cancelled in the DSDs of Vavuniya Town (Vavuniya district).  

• Since the beginning of 2011, Non-Technical 
Surveys identified almost 83.96km2 of new 
land known or estimated to be contaminated across all 
districts.  

• The total known and estimated extent of contamination to 
date in the Northern and Eastern Provinces is 
approximately 133.09 km2. (See tables below for extent of 
contamination, land release and ongoing tasks during 
December 2011.) 

• The government is yet to release the following areas for 
necessary mine action interventions:  

 Mullaitivu district:    Ampalavanpokkunai, North Western 
portion of Mulliwaikkal East, Mulliwaikkal West. On 2 
November 2011, the Government permitted mine action 
activities to commence in six GNDs in PTK DSD (PTK 
West, PTK East, Malagathivu, Sevanagar, Manthuvil and 
Anandapuram GNDs). RMAO Vavuniya assigned Non 
Technical Survey (NTS) to the SLA HDU. The SLA HDU 
has completed NTS in the GNDs of PTK West, PTK East, 
Maligativu, and Manthuvil, and RMAO Vavuniya has 
commenced assigning demining tasks among the 
operating agencies for these GNDs. The Sri Lanka Army 
Humanitarian Demining Unit (SLA-HDU) has been 
assigned mine clearance tasks in the western part of 
Ampalavanpokkanai GND (opposite side beyond the 
lagoon towards the western side of Mulliwaikkal) to help 
returnees in Thevipuram, Suthanthirapuram and 
Kombavil GNDs engage in livelihood activities.  

 Jaffna district: Fifteen GNDs in the Tellippalai DSD. 

• Mine Risk Education (MRE) continues among host and 
resettled communities in the Northern and Eastern 
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Provinces with 23,621 people having received MRE in 
December. MRE refresher training was provided for 36 
MRE staff members in the Jaffna district and approximately 
3,672 MRE posters were distributed to Mine/ERW 
contaminated villages. 

• Approximately 136 explosive devices and suspected 
dangerous areas were reported by communities and the 

NGO networks. The majority of these items were removed. 
47 war injured and disabled persons were identified by 
MRE NGO partners and referred to available services and 
support mechanisms. 

• Two mine/ERW incidents and 4 casualties were reported 
during the reporting period. 

 
Table 3: Land release during December 2011 and socio-economic purpose of new tasks issued3

 

 

Table 4: DSDs where new contamination was identified during December 2011 

 
Table 5: Ongoing tasks as at 31 December 2011 

                                                            
3 Referring to tasks on land that was restricted to the public and/or marked off as hazardous at the time the task was issued. 

 

District Released 
through survey 

Released through clearance (minefield and 
BAC)  

Planned socio-economic purpose for 
tasks issued in the reporting period 

Jaffna   1 clearance task was completed and handed over 
to the authorities in the following DSD: 
Valikamam North 

2 clearance tasks issued for supporting 
resettlement. 

Kilinochchi  14 clearance tasks were completed and handed 
over to the authorities in the following DSDs: 
Karachchi(13), Kandavalai (1) 

7 clearance tasks issued for supporting 
resettlement.  

Mannar  1 clearance task was completed and handed over 
to the authorities in the following DSD: Madhu  

 

Mullaitivu   2 clearance tasks issued for livelihood and 
residential purposes in the Maritimepattu 
DSD 

Source:  NMAC, December 2011 

District Estimated contamination  
(Confirmed Hazardous Area) 

Known contamination  
(Defined Hazardous Area) 

Jaffna   Maruthankerny DSD. 

Vavuniya Vavuniya and Vavuniya North DSDs.  

Mannar  Manthai West  and Madhu DSDs.  

Mullaitivu Oddusuddan and Puthukudiruppu DSDs.   
Source:  NMAC December 2011 

District Surveys and assessments Clearance by DS Division 
Jaffna  Resurvey of Confirmed Hazardous Areas 

conducted in Chavakachcheri and 
Maruthankerny DSDs. 

3 GNDs in Maruthankerni DSD, 2 GNDs in Chavakachcheri DSD, 
2 GNDs Thellipalai DSD and 3 GNDs in Uduvil DSD. 

Kilinochchi Resurvey of Confirmed Hazardous Areas 
conducted in Poonakari and Karachchi DSDs 

 3 GNDs in Kandawalai DS division, 12 GNDs in Karachchi DSD; 
3 GNDs in Poonakari DSD. 
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Graph 3: Number of returnee families in receipt of shelter cash grant 
(total: 84,859) 

 
 
Source: UNHCR, December 2011 

 
Shelter, Non-Food Items (NFIs) and Permanent Housing  |  Sector Leads: UN-HABITAT and UNHCR 
Partners include ACTED, ASB, CARE, Caritas, CORDAID, DRC, FORUT, FOSDOO, Habitat for Humanity Sri Lanka, IOM, 
JEN, LEADS, Muslim Aid, NRC,  OfERR (Ceylon), OHRD, Oxfam Australia, PIN, PWJ, SAH, SCiSL, SEED, Sewalanka 
Foundation, SLRCS,  SciSL,  Tdh, UMCOR, UN-HABITAT, UNHCR, UNOPS, WVI and ZOA 

• Major gaps in shelter assistance for both IDPs and 
returnees continue due to severe funding restrictions. 

 

Recovery 

• By 31 December 2011, nearly 85,000 returnee families had 
received the UNHCR shelter cash grant (see Graph 3).  

• Shelter and WASH partners are stepping up cooperation 
to address the limited number of WASH facilities being 
constructed alongside shelters in resettled communities.     

• UNHCR and Rural Development Fund (RDF) distributed 
shelter material to the returnees and relocated people in 
Salambaikulam (67 families) and Eswaripuram (45 families). 

• In Jaffna district, Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) has 
completed 78 (of 150) shelters 72 (of 75) toilets. In 
Mullaitivu district, NRC is building 390 transitional shelters 
for returnees in Suthathirapuram (195), Karunaddukerny 
(43), Kokulai East (57), Kokulai West (70) and 
Thannimurripu (25) GNDs. NRC is building 40 transitional 
shelters with permanent toilets in Vavuniya North DSD, 

Vavuniya district. In Kilinochchi district, NRC is building 
250 transitional shelters and 250 toilets (150 in 
Periyaparanthan and 100 in Rathinapuram). The agency is 
providing 30 transitional shelters with permanent toilets in 
Malayalapuram GND, as well as 40 permanent housing 
units with toilets in Ramanathapuram GND.  

• UNHCR partner, Jaffna Social Action Centre (JSAC), has 
completed 116 transitional shelters for vulnerable families, 
who have returned to Tellipallai, Nallur and Sandilipay 
DSDs following their displacement in 1990, with nine 
shelters nearing completion. Sewalanka completed 50 
transitional shelters in the Chavakachcheri DSD. 
Assessments are ongoing to identify a further 17 
vulnerable families to receive shelters through JSAC and 
Sewalanka.  

• The gradual release of High Security Zone areas in Jaffna 
for resettlement is expected to continue in 2012, 
increasing shelter needs. However, the few shelter 
agencies still in the district may not be able to meet all 
these needs.  

• Furthermore, in Jaffna district, agencies distributed 180 
lightweight tents to returned families in Velanai, Kayts, 
Karainagar, Maruthankerny, and Chavakachcheri DSDs for 
emergency use. 

• In Kilinochchi district, WV is building 13 (of 65) transitional 
shelters and 28 transitional latrines in Ambalnagar GND of 
Karachchi DSD. Vulnerable returnees received 245 
Emergency Shelter Kits along with the cash grant.  

• In Mullaitivu district, returnees to Thannimurippu GND 
(Maritimepattu DSD) received 64 additional ESKs. 

•  In Mannar district, agencies distributed cadjan (woven 
palm fronds) and timber among 152 returned families 
from Mullikulam, living in Nanaddan and Mannar DSDs, to 
repair their badly damaged shelters.  

• In Vavuniya district, UNHCR and the RDF are building 
shelters for 150 families – returnees from the 

Vavuniya  6 GNDs in Vavuniya Town DSD, 3 GNDs in Vavuniya North DSD, 
3 GNDs in Vengalacheddikulam DSD and 1 GND in Vavuniya 
South DSD. 

Mannar  5 GNDs in Madhu DSD, 2 GNDs in Mannar Town   and 3 GNDs 
in Manthai West DSD. 

Mullaitivu NTS going on at 3 GNDs in  Puthukudiruppu  
DSD and 1 GND in Oddusuddan DSD 

4 GNDs in Manthai East DSD, 7 GNDs in Maritimenpattu DSD, 5 
GNDs in Oddusuddan DSD, 5 GNDs in Puthukudiruppu DSD 
and 1 GND in Thunukkai DSD. 

Source:  NMAC, December 2011 
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Poonthotham camp to Easwarypuram and 105 families 
from Salambaikulam.  

• UNHCR provided shelter support to 112 returnee families 
in Eswaripuram and Salambailkulam, both in Vavuniya 
DSD. These families were long-term IDPs and have 
received little assistance since their return. The 
Eswaripuram families were living in the Poonthotam 
Welfare Centre in Vavuniya. Those in Salambaikulam are 
Muslim and had been displaced to Anuradhapura district.  

• In Mullaitivu district, UNHCR is providing shelter assistance 
to about 300 recently returned families, identified as 
extremely vulnerable during the cash grant distributions. 

• UNOPS is building 1,250 shelters and 285 toilets for the 
most vulnerable returnees in Mullaitivu and Killinochchi 
districts (with CERF and ECHO support). In December, 
UNOPS handed over 284 transitional shelters to returnees 
in PTK DSD.  

 
Non-Food Items (NFIs) 
• Agencies distributed NFIs to 1,116 resettled families in Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu districts. (Table 6 shows NFI distributions to IDP 

and refugee returnees in November).   
 
Table 6: NFI distributions to beneficiaries in November 

 
Permanent Housing 
• The Government and donors are currently committed to 

support the building and repairing of 34,500 houses 
against a total ‘need’ in excess of 100,000 houses in the 
Northern Province. As of 5 January 2012, there were 
16,091 new houses completed, 6,507 houses in progress 
and 3,715 houses yet to commence, against a 
commitment of 26,313 for full reconstruction (table 8). 
Further, agencies have completed major repairs on 
4,229 houses and working on 1,143 houses, with 1,554 
houses yet to commence, of 6,926 houses committed 
for repairs (table 9). Agencies have also completed the 
full construction of 399 Core Houses and have 315 in 
progress, while work on 547 houses is yet to commence 
against a total commitment of 1,261 houses. 

 
Table 7: Total # of permanent houses: Full reconstruction 

District Committed Progress  Completed To be 
started 

Agencies 

Vavuniya 3,585 846 840 1,899 ASB, SEED, UN-HABITAT,UNDP, Indian Govt, NHDA 

Kilinochchi 8,529 2,336 5,455 738 UN-HABITAT, SLRCs/IFRC, NEHRP, Caritas, Indian Govt, Swiss 
Labour Assistance,  SDC, NHDA, NRC, Shanthi Community 

Mullaitivu 4,558 1,462 2,788 308 NEHRP, SLRCs/GRC, UN-HABITAT, SLRCs/JRC, SDC,  Indian 
Govt, UNDP,NHDA  

Mannar 2,737 777 1,598 362 NEHRP, SLRCs/NRC, Caritas, CTF, Muslim Aid,  UNDP, Family 
Health Programme, Indian Govt, People’s Bank, NHDA, UN-
HABITAT, MWDF 

Jaffna 6,904 1,086 5,410 408 NEHRP, UN-HABITAT, SDC, Caritas, Indian Govt, UNDP, NHDA 

Total 26,313 6,507 16,091 3,715   

Source: District Secretariats, Planning Divisions, Agencies, NEHRP. Compiled by UN-HABITAT   

 

 

District DSD Agency Type of 
beneficiary 

# of 
NFI 
kits 

Jaffna Chavakachcheri, 
Tellipalai, and 
Nallur 

 IDP returnees  736 

Jaffna   Refugee 
returnees 

4 

Kilinochchi Karachchi UNHCR  90 
Kilinochchi PTK DRC IDP returnees  150 
Mannar   Protracted IDP 

returnees 
124 

Mannar   Refugee 
returnees 

10 

Vavuniya  Cheddikulam 
and Vavuniya 

 IDP returnees  393 

Source: UNHCR, November 2011 
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Table 8: Total # of permanent houses: Repairs 
District Committed Progress Completed To be 

started 
Agencies 

Vavuniya 504 0 179 325 SEED, PIN, Offer Ceylon, REPPIA, UN-
HABITAT 

Kilinochchi 3,120 483 2,313 324 UN-HABITAT, REPPIA, Caritas, NHDA, SDC 

Mullaitivu 3,045 636 1,548 861 Caritas, UMCOR, SLRCs/GRC, UN-
HABITAT 

Mannar 233 24 169 40 CTF, Muslim Aid, YGRO, Offer Ceylon, 
Sarvodaya, Habitat for Humanity 

Jaffna 24 0 20 4 UNDP 

Total 6,926 1,143 4,229 1,554   
 

Source: District Secretariats, Planning Divisions, Agencies, NEHRP. Compiled by UN-HABITAT   

Table 9: Total # of permanent houses – Core houses 
District Committed Progress Completed To be 

started 
Agencies 

Vavuniya 89 0 89 0 NRC 

Kilinochchi 561 200 68 293 Sarvodaya, NRC 

Mullaitivu 362 94 14 254 Caritas, NRC 

Mannar 100 21 79 0 Habitat for Humanity, RDF 

Jaffna 149 0 149 0 UMCOR, Caritas, Habitat for Humanity 

Total 1,261 315 399 547  
Source: DS Planning Divisions, Agencies, Deputy Programme Directors – NEHRP. Complied by: UN-HABITAT   

 
• In late November, media reported that the Indian Cabinet 

has passed the Indian Government’s housing project for 
the Northern Province. Some 43,000 houses are planned 
for the Northern Province and it is hoped that this will 
begin by mid-2012. 

• The northeastern monsoon rains affected housing 
construction. Many internal roads were damaged, and 
inaccessibility to remote villages caused problems in 
transporting building materials. Further, high prices and/or 
unavailability of sand (due to higher river water levels) 
hindered construction.  

• Additionally, as most of beneficiary families are engaged in 
seasonal agricultural activities during the rainy season, less 
attention is given to housing construction activities 
between November and February. Implementing agencies 
are facing difficulties in motivating home owners to 
continue their housing construction work during this 
period. 

• The Provincial Land Commission has conducted a Land 
Kachcheri (public consultation on land issues) in 

Panrikaithakulam and Arumugathankulam GNDs in the 
Vavuniya North DSD to issue land permits (land ownership 
documents) to residents.  The process will be extended to 
other GN and DS divisions. 

• The shortage of building materials continues to cause 
delays in house construction activities. There is a shortage 
of standard sized rubble for foundation work – as large 
quantities of rubble are being used in major development 
programmes in the Northern Province. Shortage of sand 
and timber continues and families are being advised to 
use alternative timber for roof work. 

• The Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation (SDC) in 
collaboration with Holcim Lanka Private Ltd conducted a 
construction skills (masonry) training programme in 
Kilinochchi district. Nearly 40 youths trained under this 
programme have been deployed to construction sites for 
practical, field-based training. The theoretical training for 
the second group of trainees is currently in progress.  
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Examples of the 1,000 houses pilot Indian 
Government Housing Project currently underway in 
the Northern Province. Credit: UN-HABITAT 

 
Completed houses under Habitat for Humanity pilot 
project in Jaffna district with SLA.  Credit: Habitat for 
Humanity 

• Recruitment of candidates for construction skills training 
needs to be urgently addressed. Opportunities for training 
are available but interest is apparently low, even though 
this training would almost certainly lead to long term 
sustainable livelihoods.  

• After seven years, the Government-administered North 
East Housing Reconstruction Programme (NEHRP) ((World 
Bank loan and EC grant) came to an end in December 
2011. Some 50,000 families have been supported to 

reconstruct their houses since the start of the project, 
approximately 27,000 in the Northern Province and 23,000 
in the Eastern Province, with approximately 10,000 of these 
numbers accounting for activity since the end of the 
fighting in May 2009. However it is also likely that a 
number of houses will remain incomplete and may require 
support from other agencies. 

• District administrations of the Northern Province have 
been directed to conduct divisional level progress review 
meetings of sectors including housing and shelter, WASH 
and livelihoods. These progress review meetings are being 
conducted by Divisional Secretaries.  

 
Shelter, NFI & Permanent Housing progress in 2011 based on the PTF 3W online database (as of 31 December 
2011) 

 
Source: PTF 3W, 31 December 2011 
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Provision of water supply in a school in Jaffna district. Credit: UNICEF 

 
Teachers in Mannar Education Zone trained on CHAST. Credit: 
UNICEF 
 

WASH   |  Sector Lead: UNICEF 
Partners include ACLG, ACTED, ASB, CARE International, Caring Hands, CCCD, CDEPS, Christian Aid, CORDAID, 
DanChurchAid, DRC, FOSDOO, GAFSO, IOM, IRD SL, Jamath Islamic, JEN, LEADS, Muslim Aid, NRC, NWS&DB, OfERR 
(Ceylon), Oxfam GB, PWJ, RDF, RDHS, RI, SEED, SLRCS, UMCOR, UNDP, UNICEF, UNOPS, WEDF, World Vision and 
ZOA  

Recovery 

• In Mannar district, Sewalanka (UNICEF partner) 
completed 29 permanent latrines in Madhu DSD.   

• In Mullaitivu district, UNICEF initiated various WASH 
activities in PTK DSD to support newly resettled families. 
The agency has started rehabilitating WASH facilities in 4 
GHCs (at Vallipunam, Kombavil, Kaiveli, 
Suthanthirapuram) and 10 schools, restoring 50 dug 
wells, constructing 70 latrines and water bowsering.  

• In Jaffna district, resettled communities in the recently 
released Tellipplai, Kopay, Nallur, Karainagar, 
Chavakachchri and Vadamaradchy east DSDs have 
insufficient access to WASH facilities. These areas 

became accessible by the public after more than 20 
years. Returning families are now cleaning the area, 
trying to locate wells and toilets. Initial assessment 
reveals that damages to existing WASH facilities are 
severe and require substantial support.  

• In Jaffna district, WASH partners continue collaboration 
with the Samurdhi Authority, reducing the unit cost of a 
toilet and comes with a septic tank. Shelter and WASH 
partners are stepping up cooperation to address the 
limited number of WASH facilities being constructed 
alongside shelters in resettled communities.     

• There is a high demand for well rehabilitation in 
Kilinochchi district. The cost of well rehabilitation varies 
between LKR 15,000 to 50,000, depending size, depths 
and severity of damage. 

• The Kilinochchi WASH Cluster prepared a contingency 
plan for flood response. UNICEF supported flood-
affected communities with 50,000 chlorine tables 
through the Kilinochchi GA and district Disaster 
Management Unit. 

 

• UNICEF supports the Education and Health Departments 
in Kilinochchi district for hygiene promotion activities at 
the school level. More than 28,000 school children 
participated in the Global Hand Washing Day 

celebration. 
• In 2011, UNICEF is supporting construction and/or 

rehabilitation of WASH facilities for 5,000 students in 10 
schools in Kilinochchi district. This work is carried out by 
either the School Development Societies or private 
contractors (selected through tendering process) under 
monitoring and supervision by the Zonal Education 
Director (ZED). Work has already been completed in 
eight schools. 

• During 2011, UNICEF helped to improve WASH facilities 
in five health care centers in Kilinochchi district, 
benefitting over 10,000 people, including 5,000 pregnant 
women and 2,000 children.  

• In November, hygiene promotion activities were 
conducted in Mannar and Thunukkai through the 
Department of Education and Preventive Health officers 
from Ministry of Health (with UNICEF funding). In 
Mannar, 40 teachers were trained on Children Hygiene 
and Sanitation Transformation (CHAST) and 120 
volunteer cooks from schools were trained on personal 
hygiene and hand washing. Children in 17 schools in 
Thunukkai, Oddusuddan and Manthai East performed 
drama to deliver key critical hygiene messages.  
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Table 10: Total # of toilets cleaned/repaired/constructed (completed) 
District Total as of 

30 Nov 11 
Achievements 
(1–31 Dec 11) 

Total as of 
31 Dec 11 

Agencies in Dec  2011 

Mannar 3,129 29 3,158 UNICEF/Muslim Aid, IOM, ACTED, ZOA, 
SARVODAYA/OXFAM / Sewalanka/UNICEF 

Mullaitivu  2,118 0 2,118 IOM, NRC, SCiSL, UNICEF/RDF 
Vavuniya  1,925 0 1,925 UNICEF/RI, VOVCOD, Muslim Aid,   
Jaffna 1,730 10 1,740 DRC,NRC,UNICEF/SLF,ZOA,CARITAS,SDC,ZOA 

TRRO,IOM,SWL,UMCOR. 
Kilinochchi 3,446 5 3456 UNICEF/SLF,UNOPS, IOM, Cordaid 
Total             10,423 40 10,467  
Source: UNICEF, December 2011 
 
Table 11: Total # of wells cleaned/rehabilitated/constructed (completed) 
district Total as of 

30 Nov 11 
Achievements 
(1–31 Dec 11) 

Total as of 
31 Dec 11 

Agencies in Dec 2011 

Mannar 1,390 0 1,390 UNICEF, UNICEF/ACLG Mannar, ZOA, WVI, 
IOM, SARVODAYA/OXFAM, CTF/Diakonia 

Mullaitivu  2,602 0 2,602 UNICEF, MTI, Oxfam Australia, CARE, LEADS,  

Vavuniya  1,944 0 1,944 UNICEF, Oxfam Australia, SEED, RDF, OFERR, 
Sewalanka, RI, FOSDOO, SEED, JEN 

Jaffna 880 5 885  NRC, IOM, UNICEF/SLF, YCRO,SLF, 
Kilinochchi 2,634 3 2,637 UNICEF/WRB, WVI, UNICEF/SLF, UNOPS, ZOA, 

UNICEF/WB, CTF/CordAid 
Total 9,450 8 9,458  
Source: UNICEF, December 2011 
 

WASH Cluster progress in 2011 based on the PTF 3W online database (as of 31 December 2011) 

 
Source: PTF 3W, 31 December 2011 

 
 
 


