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ERF News 

The Emergency Response Fund (ERF) for Zimbabwe is appealing for US$3.5 million under CAP 2012 to support emergency 

projects in the country. At the beginning of the year, the ERF has a current balance of approximately US$1.3million.  

 The ERF funds projects that can be implemented within six months or shorter duration and are responding to priority 

areas of emergency intervention in line with strategic objectives as set out in CAP 2012.  

garden has been extended to one hectare from one acre and 

watering now takes a maximum of one hour.   

Security for the giant solar panel lies with households partici-

pating in the kitchen garden. Ms Ngwenya explained that they 

take turns to transport and set up the giant solar panel at 6am 

in the morning and have some members guard the panel as it 

powers the power storage batteries. They return four hours 

later and take only one hour to water all their beds  which leave 

them with spare time to  perform their other household chores.  

 Ms Sisa Nyathi, 26 years old  and probably the young-

est member of the group is appreciative of the fact that with 

use of modern technology,  even grandmothers who are above 

65 years  are able to water their beds as a result of the conven-

ient location of the water source. The garden has three senior 

citizens.  

 This intervention has also empowered the group fi-

nancially as their production has gradually increased in the last 

year. Ms Sibonisiwe explained that in part of 2011, she used 

proceeds from her section of the garden to pay school fees for 

her two children who are at primary school and a third one 

who is at secondary school as well as clear teacher’s incentives. 

Kitchen garden surpasses expectations in Lupane, Matebeleland  North 

Qinani that is loosely translated to mean “be strong” is a 

kitchen garden that has become a show piece and an example 

to be emulated for successfully planting crops for household 

consumption as well as for the local market.  

 A grant under the Emergency Response Fund 

(ERF) in 2010 under the management of the Swedish Coop-

erative Centre (SCC) assisted 28 vulnerable households to re-

establish the floundering garden.  The assistance provided 

was used to rehabilitate and equip a borehole that had fallen 

into disrepair forcing women to travel long distances in 

search of water for watering the crops and household con-

sumption.  

 Residents of Bangali village in Tshongogwe ward of 

Lupane district where the garden is located had resorted to 

fetching water from an open well using rope and bucket sys-

tem.  Initially the open well was installed with an A-type bush 

pump. When it broke down, the community was not able to 

repair  it so they decided to use the bucket and rope system.  

 The well was doubling up as a source of water for 

the community of over fifty households and also as a source 

of water for the small community garden that they had estab-

lished. Following completion of a new solar powered bore-

hole, each day, at least six people water their portions of the 

garden and all local residents have access to safe drinking 

water, as they have since closed the well. 

 Ms Sithenjisiwe Ngwenya, 46 years old, a window 

and a mother of four is one of the direct beneficiaries of the 

garden.  She says water fetching chores were frustrating be-

cause one could easily spend the whole day queuing at water 

points and drawing the water was tasking as they had to take 

turns to wind up the full bucket up the well.   

 Due to the time taken to fetch the water, “We ended 

up spending the whole days watering our beds and had to 

cook our lunch here which means we had no time to perform 

other household chores,” says Ms Sibonisiwe Sibelo.  After a 

whole days labour one was also expected to carry some water 

home for household use.  

 SCC introduced a solar powered pump that has 

proved to be very efficient in this region with plenty of un-

tapped renewable energy. With more availability of water, the 

Ms Sithenjisiwe Ngwenya tending the  tomato nursery at the 

Qinani Garden.   Photo: SCC 
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Kitchen garden surpasses expectations in Lupane, Matebeleland  North 

 Mr Victor Moyo the Agritex area supervi-

sor responsible for irrigation schemes echoes the 

same sentiments but still feels that more is still to be 

done in terms of capacity building as the members 

are now well versed with the system. He feels they 

should now come up with cropping programs that 

give them the highest returns.  

 SCC supported the group with startup 

seeds and setting up the irrigation system as well 

capacity building for the management team. Pres-

ently, the participating families are fencing the gar-

den to keep away animals and protect their crops 

from thievery. They are also responsible for buying 

seeds and other inputs as may be required. SCC is 

continuing to offer technical support for two more 

years to ensure that the garden continues to be self 

sustaining. In the meantime, the garden leadership 

has been linked up with service providers for sup-

port in in case of breakdowns.  

 The group is grateful to the ERF, SCC and other 

local and international agencies who have assisted them with 

planting material and linking them up with markets. 

  

Ms Sibonisiwe Sibelo, with a partially hidden child– inspects her 

portion of the garden where a healthy maize crop was thriving. 

She serves as secretary to the management committee.  
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