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1. South Kordofan  
 
Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement - North 
(SPLM-N) continues in parts of South Kordofan. According to information received by the UN, there have been 
further clashes in the locality of Umm Serdiba, about 60km west of the provincial capital, Kadugli. No civilian 
casualties have been reported. The ongoing fighting continues to displace civilians in the state and humanitarian 
partners have reported that more than 600 displaced people have recently arrived in the state capital, Kadugli. In 
addition, reports received by the UN indicate that aerial bombardment by SAF took place on 15 January 2012 in 
the areas of Tes, Um Dorein, Al Buram, Torogi, Al Hamra, Shat Dammam, Shat Saffie and Blenya, all east of 
Kadugli town. No civilian casualties or displacement have been reported. 
 
A team from the Ministry of Social Welfare and Social Security (MoSWSS), supported by UNICEF, has registered 
642 displaced people from the Eltais area, including 373 children. Sixty-two children have been reported missing, 
according to UNICEF. 
 
Meanwhile, the number of Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan in Yida in South Sudan’s Unity State 
continues to increase. As of 12 January 2012, the number had reached 23,700, according to humanitarian 
partners in South Sudan. Efforts to convince refugees to relocate from Yida, which is close to the Sudan-South 
Sudan border, are ongoing. On 8 January 2012, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees visited the Yida site 
and stressed the need for refugees to relocate for safety reasons. A joint committee comprised of refugee leaders 
and humanitarian organisations began meetings the following day to review the modalities of relocation. At the 
same time, partners continue to provide refugees at the Yida camp with humanitarian assistance. From 1 to 8 
January 2012, two-week food rations were distributed to 7,000 refugees. One-week food rations were provided to 
some 650 newly arrived refugees.  
 
The Secretary-General of the National Council for Child Welfare (NCCW) was quoted in the local media saying 
the organisation had received information from Save the Children – Sweden (SC-S) regarding the abduction of 
children in South Kordofan. SC-S replied in a press statement that they have no information pertaining to children 
abducted in South Kordofan and they have never provided such information. The INGO appealed to all parties 
involved in the conflict in South Kordofan and all other conflict areas to ensure the protection of children. 
 
The South Kordofan State Ministry of Health (SMoH) stressed the need to undertake a nutritional assessment of 
newly arrived displaced children under the age of five who have newly arrived in Kadugli and Dilling from  parts of 
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Key Points 
 

• Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement-North (SPLM-N) continues to affect civilians in South Kordofan and Blue Nile. 

• Since June 2011, more than 78,000 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
have fled across the border into South Sudan, and 35,000 have people have fled from Blue 
Nile to Ethiopia, according to humanitarian partners in South Sudan and Ethiopia.  

• People displaced from the Abyei area continue to conduct daytime visits to areas north of the 
Bahr el Arab/Kiir River, with no permanent large-scale returns reported. 

• Approximately 362,000 people have returned to South Sudan from Sudan since October 
2010. Almost 110,000 people of South Sudanese origin who wish to voluntarily return to South 
Sudan have been registered in and around Khartoum. 

• Food security is reported to have deteriorated in North Darfur due to poor harvest and price 
hikes. The new Darfur Regional Authority has stated that it will prioritise development projects 
that encourage the return of internally displaced people and refugees. 
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El Buram and Um Dorein localities (Torogi, Elshawaya, Eiri, Elzalataya, Dandour, and Angolo). At the same time 
SMoH, with UNICEF’s support, conducted malnutrition screening on 131 displaced children under-five years of 
age in Elsaraf and Eldaraga Eltahta in Kadugli town using the Mid-Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) method. 
Nine of these children were referred to outpatient therapeutic feeding programmes (OTP), while 27 children were 
referred to supplementary feeding programmes (SFP). One-week supplies of nutrition supplements were 
distributed to these 131 children. UNICEF also provided three primary healthcare kits - sufficient for the needs of 
10,000 people for three months - to the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) in Kadugli. 
 
The South Kordofan State Extended Programme on Immunisation (EPI) reported that the annual coverage of 
routine EPI vaccination in 2011 was 74.6 per cent (59,099 children under the age of one) compared to 93 per cent 
(69,652 children under one) in 2010. Over 10,500 children were not reached in 2011 due to the conflict. Children 
in SPLM-N areas are the most affected as vaccine supplies in these areas have been exhausted. Despite several 
attempts, UNICEF has not been allowed to send additional supplies to SPLM-N areas.  
 
 
2. Blue Nile  
 
Refugees fleeing ongoing fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N forces in Blue Nile State continue to arrive in 
Maban County in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. By 12 January 2012, over 54,000 refugees from Blue Nile 
were estimated to be in South Sudan. This includes 28,000 in the Doro refugee site in Maban County, which has 
recently been receiving 200 new arrivals daily, according to humanitarian partners in South Sudan. There are also 
reported to be approximately 11,000 refugees at the Jammam site and a further 15,000 refugees have been 
identified at the border area of El Foj by NGO partners on the ground. There are also many more displaced 
people in other border areas, according to unconfirmed reports from refugee leaders. IOM and UNHCR are, for 
safety reasons, planning to move the refugee population currently living in El Foj to the Jammam site, further 
away from the border. In addition to the refugees who have arrived in South Sudan, UNHCR estimates that since 
September 2011 some 35,000 people from Blue Nile have sought refuge in Ethiopia.  
 
According to reports from South Sudan, on 20 December 2011, UNHCR launched a large-scale humanitarian 
airlift into Malakal and Mabaan regions of South Sudan, flying in some 280 tons of humanitarian aid. Some 50,000 
refugees will benefit from this assistance. Other partners also continue to provide humanitarian assistance to 
Sudanese refugees in Upper Nile State.  
 
The UN Resident Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO) reported that on 8 January 2012, Blue Nile State 
Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), the national NGO 
Mubadiroon, and the Heath Insurance Department conducted a joint needs assessment to four villages in 
Roseries locality. They reported that an estimated 7,200 returnees have been verified in those locations. The 
mission recommended the provision of food assistance for the returnees, the implementation of school feeding 
programmes in the area, rehabilitation of hand pumps to ensure clean water supplies, and the provision of 
medical supplies to the clinics, as well as distribution of 2,400 blankets, 2,400 mosquito nets, 2,400, water jerry 
cans, and 1,200 sleeping mats.  
 
In addition, the state Government reported that a convoy of seven trucks was expected to deliver Government-
sponsored food to about 515 returnees in Keily, Deim Mansur, Khro Body, Abo Nazir villages in Kurmuk locality 
soon. 
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
Returns to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River 
No substantial return of people displaced from Abyei has been reported during the reporting period. The 
deployment of Ethiopian peacekeepers as part of the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) continues 
and is expected to reach the full strength of 4,200 peacekeepers in the coming days. UNISFA patrols continued to 
observe people who had been displaced from Abyei town and surrounding areas visiting villages north of the Bahr 
el Arab/Kiir River, including Mijak, Leu, Mabok, Mading Achueng and Awolnom. UNHCR reports that the majority 
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of the displaced are making one-day visits to their homes north of the river, going back to south of the river in the 
evenings. UNHCR noted that the displaced are closely following the progress of the UNISFA deployment, the 
presence of SAF, and de-mining activities in the area, as these are key considerations for when they will return. 
 
Meanwhile, assistance to some 110,000 people displaced from Abyei town to Agok in the southern part of the 
Abyei area, and also to Warrap and Unity States in South Sudan, continues. Humanitarian partners based in 
Agok and neighbouring counties of South Sudan provided one-month food rations to 3,100 people displaced from 
Abyei.  
 
Misseriya migration 
UNISFA patrols during the week continued to observe nomads moving with their cattle within the Abyei area. 
Nomads in northern Abyei have indicated that they were now running short of both pastures and water and that 
pressure for them to move further south is building. Misseriya nomads have largely been confined to areas north 
of Abyei town.  
 
UNISFA also reported that Misseriya leaders reportedly agreed to establish joint security committees. These 
committees will be responsible for clearing any future movements of nomads.  
 
Médecins sans Frontières - Switzerland (MSF-CH) is providing essential health and nutrition support through its 
mobile clinics to populations that are north of the Bahr el Arab / Kiir River, including in the town of Rumameer. 
MSF-CH estimates that there are approximately 4,000 people in the Rumameer area who never left the areas 
when the conflict broke out in May 2011. 
 
Demining 
United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) demining teams continue clearance of the Banton - Rumameer 
road to allow humanitarian agencies access to the area. The clearance will open an eight meter marked corridor 
and will also facilitate the planned improvement of the road. The expected completion date is tentatively the end 
of January 2012. Anti-personnel mines were found in Todach and Leu areas and according to UNMAS, no 
movement to these areas should be considered until UNMAS teams complete the survey and mark dangerous 
areas. 
 
As of 15 January 2012, the following UN agencies have presence in Abyei town: UNDP, UNHCR, WHO, UNICEF, 
UNMAS, IOM, RCSO and OCHA.  FAO is still based in Agok, while WFP is providing support from the 
neighbouring Warrap State, South Sudan. 
 
 
4. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Return from Sudan to South Sudan continued over the past week and more than 362,000 returnees have reached 
their final destinations in South Sudan since 30 October 2010. The spontaneous return of people has been slowly 
increasing since the end of the rainy season, with an average of 400 returnees per week arriving since the 
beginning of 2012, according to partners in South Sudan. 
 
While returns are ongoing, almost twice the number of those who returned remain in Sudan. During his recent 
visit to Sudan, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees highlighted the plight of these people. Some 110,000 
who wish to voluntarily return to South Sudan have been registered in Khartoum. The majority of these people 
lack the funds and transportation to make the journey south while insecurity along the routes is also a concern. 
The High Commissioner noted, however, that “both governments have agreed to a bilateral plan of action, which 
we hope will be established in the near future to allow for a more effective return to the South. This will involve air 
movements for the most vulnerable people, but the opening up of safe convoys by land will be most crucial". 
 
Kosti 
IOM reported on 10 January 2011 that the total number of people of South Sudanese origin at the Kosti way-
station is 9,340. There are also 784 people of South Sudanese origin at the Kosti railway station awaiting 
transportation to South Sudan, some of whom have been stranded there for the last six months. The majority of 
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returnees in Kosti way-station wish to return to Juba and those at the railway station want to return to Aweil and 
Wau in South Sudan. 
 
IOM and partners have begun preparations for the next train movements from Khartoum. They are expected to 
depart before the end of January and travel to Wau and Aweil. The trains will stop en route in Kosti to allow the 
returnees there to board the train. 
 
UNHCR reported on 11 January 2012 that the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) 
began barge loading arrangements. According to SSRRC officials, the barge supported by the Government of 
Southern Sudan will load returnee extra luggage left behind by members of the returnee community who have 
already departed Kosti. 
  
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
Doha Document for Peace in Darfur and returns 
The Head of the Darfur Regional Authority (DRA), established under the terms of the Doha Document for Peace 
in Darfur (DDPD), reported on 15 January 2012 that the implementation of the DDPD was on track and the DRA 
will give priority to rolling out development projects that would encourage the return of displaced people. The DRA 
Chairperson said that the main challenge to the DDPD was securing areas of return and ensuring that the 
necessary services, including water, education, and health are available to those returning.  
 
According to UNHCR, more than 55,000 IDPs and about 15,000 refugees returned to their places of origin in 
Darfur in 2011. However, an estimated 1.9 million people are still sheltering in IDP camps or settlements, 
according to the UN & Partners Work Plan in Sudan for 2012. The DRA chairperson stated that a fund to 
compensate displaced Darfuris should also provide an incentive for IDP residents to return home.  
 
Echoing the statements of the Head of the DRA, reports received from at least two return villages in West Darfur 
indicate that returnees might consider moving elsewhere or back to IDP camps if they are not provided with water, 
food and livelihoods support, according to returnee leaders and partners. In Hashaba Dadi village, about 105 km 
northeast of El-Geneina, returnee leaders reported that almost 3,000 people returned to the village before the 
rainy season. HAC reported that the situation of the returnees in the above return village requires immediate 
intervention, particularly in terms of water supplies. Representatives of the returnees informed HAC last week that 
they might move elsewhere in search of water in one or two weeks.  
 
In early January 2012, the national NGO MADAR (FAO implementing partner) visited the return village of Andi in 
Wadi Salih locality in West Darfur. An estimated 200 people who returned to Andi village last year from Kalma 
camp in South Darfur State reportedly relocated to Deleij IDP camp apparently because of lack of food. 
 
Food security 
WFP reported in its newly released Food Security Monitoring System (FSMS) report for November 2011 for 
Darfur that the overall food security situation in North Darfur State has considerably deteriorated compared to 
November 2010. Findings indicate an increase in the proportion of food insecure households among all 
community groups compared to the last FSMS survey in May 2011. The early deterioration in the food security 
situation is mainly attributed to a combination of a below average harvest and an unusually high demand for food 
commodities for this time of the year. The price of the minimum healthy food basket (MHFB) in North Darfur has 
increased by 30 percent in November compared to May 2011; it has also increased by 75 percent in comparison 
to prices reported in November last year.  
 
In West Darfur, the overall food security situation deteriorated in November 2011 compared to May 2011 and 
November 2010. Sorghum prices have increased by 11 percent compared to May 2011 and by 55 percent 
compared to the five-year average. The MHFB has significantly increased by 27 percent compared to May 2011 
and by 60 percent compared to November 2010, according to WFP. 
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In South Darfur, the food security situation among the IDPs was poor compared to May 2011. However, there is a 
slight improvement in the situation compared to November 2010. Nevertheless, the majority of the surveyed 
households continue showing an acceptable food consumption score, WFP reported. 
 
Access 
On 9 January 12, the National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) in Zalingei (West Darfur) informed 
humanitarian organisations based in Zalingei that all movements to the area between Zalingei and Nertiti are 
suspended due to insecurity.   
 
Diphtheria outbreak in parts of Darfur 
WHO and SMoH in North Darfur reported that as of 10 January 2012, the total number of suspected diphtheria 
cases in the state was 10,559. The number of probable cases was 922, with 17 deaths reported. The majority of 
cases are in El Tawisha locality. According to SMOH, the situation is under control, with no reports of any new 
cases. As of 2 January 2012, the number of suspected cases was 10,423, according to the SMoH. 
 
With the help of HAC, health partners have received permission to send medicines to their different clinics in Dar 
Alsalam area, Khartoum Jadeed, Shangil Tobaya, and Tawilla last week. The INGO Refugees International also 
received permission to send medicines to Kebkabiya.  
 
 
 
 


