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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 COLOMBIA: At least 29,100 people have been affected by the 2011 rainy season.   

 BRAZIL: 31,000 people affected by rains. Various cities in the south of Brazil are under a state of emergency. 

 PERU: 6,500 houses affected by rains in the city of Iquitos. Authorities are re-locating families to shelters. 

 CUBA: Forest fires are growing, more than 6,000 hectares have burnt. 
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HEAVY RAINS - FLOODS 

COLOMBIA: Over this past week, at least 

29.100 people were affected by flooding and the 

overflowing of rivers.   This brings the total 

number of people affected by the 2011 rainy 

season up to 160,000.  This year’s season has 

caused 93 deaths, 52 injured and 12 people are 

missing. The rains have also caused an 

emergency in land transportation, with 26 

national and regional highways cut-off and 300 

others with restricted access.  The two rainy 

seasons in 2010 combined with the current 2011 

season have left more than 415 dead, 489 

injured and 2.98 million affected. 

Source: Colombian Red Cross. 

 

BRAZIL: The Civil Defence issued a state of 

Emergency in various cities in the State of Rio 

Grande do Sul (Southern Region), where rains 

caused 12 deaths and have affected some 

31,600 people and caused material damages. 

The most affected cities are Taquari, Santa Cruz, 

Paverama, Piratini, Pareci Novo, Igrejinha and 

Cacequi.  

Source: Government of Brazil. 

 

 

 

 

 

PERU: Approximately 6,500 houses in the city 

of Iquitos (Region of Loreto), located on the 

edge of the Amazon River, were flooded due to a 

sudden rise in the river, which continues to rise 

due to intense rains. Local authorities have 

opened local community shelters for affected 

families; close to 160 families have been 

relocated into these shelters.  Health authorities 

have begun fumigating in the area.  

Source: OCHA. 

 

 

Colombia is still under alert due to the 2011 Rainy Season, which 

has affected more than 29,100 people.  Between 2010 and 2011, 

2.9 million Colombians have been affected by rains. ©El 

Espectador. 
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FOREST FIRES 

CUBA: More than 400 forest fires have affected 

7,600 hectares of forest and shrubs since 

January. Authorities report a loss of almost 600 

hectares of pasture, sugar cane and fruit trees. 

The most affected provinces are Pinar del Río, 

Camagüey and Isla de la Juventud, which make 

up 45 per cent of the country’s affectation.   

Source: Granma via Prensa Latina. 

 

VOLCANO 

ECUADOR: The Tungurahua Volcano erupted, 

discharging ash columns of up to 5 kilometres 

high. Seismic activity is moderate and is 

characterized by the vapour emission with low 

ash content.  Falling ash was reported in the 

communities of Chonglontus, Palictahua, Pondóa 

and Juive. Lava was observed in the crater and 

fallen rocks on the sides of the volcano. 

Source: Geophysics Institute – National Polytechnic School.  

 

 
Photograph taken the night of 20 April, when the Tungurahua 
volcano reactivated, spilling lava and rocks. ©Geophysics 

Institute. 


