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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 COLOMBIA: Authorities ordered evacuations in areas near the Galeras Volcano.  

 MÉXICO: Drought is affecting at least 1,500 communities in five states.  

 EL SALVADOR: Government is on alert due to an increase in low intensity earthquakes.  
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VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

COLOMBIA: On Friday 25 November, the 

government ordered the evacuation of villages 

surrounding the Galeras volcano, in the 

department of Nariño, near the Ecuadorian 

border. An estimated 8,000 people live in the 

area of the volcano.  An orange alert is in effect; 

contingency plans have been activated and 

families living near the crater must evacuate to 

safe places.  

Source: The Satellite Newspaper. 

 

 

Flyover of the Galeras Volcano as of 26 November. © Colombian 
Geological Service / Colombia Air Force.  

 

ECUADOR: The Tungurahua Volcano, in the 

Andean Zone of Ecuador, is presenting 

heightened activity levels.  It is emitting ash 

columns three miles high, after a low level 

eruption on Sunday, 27 November. Contingency 

plans have been activated in the nearby town of 

Cusua to facilitate voluntary evacuation.  

Source: ABC.es 

 

DROUGHT 

MEXICO: Drought and lack of potable water is 

affecting at least 1,500 communities in five 

states (Zanatecas, Durango, Aguascalientes, 

Coahuila and parts of the Chihuahua).  The 

National Water Commission reported that the 

lack of rain is causing the drought to extend into 

the center and south area of the country.  

According to the government, this is the worst 

drought in the past 70 years. Emergency 

programs have been implemented in affected 

communities to provide drinking water and plans 

to deal with the water shortage including 

changes in irrigation and farming practices.  

The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Rural 

Development, Fisheries and Food (SAGARPA), 

stated that at least 963,000 hectares of crops 
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have been lost and 42,000 head of cattle have 

died as of 18 November. 

Source: El Universal 

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

EL SALVADOR: The World Food Programme 

(WFP) presented its 2011 Hunger Map in El 

Salvador. This map illustrates that 19.2% of 

children between six months and five years 

suffer from malnutrition. The statistics came 

from municipalities and are based on the 

prevalence of growth delay among infants. 

 

El Salvador is considered a middle income 

country and while there is no famine, there are 

serious food insecurity problems. In making the 

map, WFP used census and statistics compiled 

since 2005 by various organizations, institutions 

and governmental agencies. 

 

Factors that have affected the country include 

high level of poverty, marginalization and social 

exclusion, effects of financial crisis, price 

increase due to fuel crisis, global rise of food 

prices, climate change (natural disasters) and 

high levels of dependence in food import, as well 

as regional and international price fluctuations.  

Source: World Food Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEISMIC ACTIVITY 

EL SALVADOR:  Approximately 720 small scale 

earthquakes were reported in a three day period 

(23 to 25 November).  At least 19 of these 

quakes were felt by people in the municipality of 

El Carmen, in the department of La Union. 

According to preliminary reports from the civil 

defense, 80 houses were damaged. Local 

authorities continue to monitor the situation.   

Source: Civil Protection El Salvador. 

 

 


