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The Regional Humanitarian 

Funding Update provides a quar-

terly overview of funding levels 

and trends in the countries of 

the Middle East, North Africa 

and Central Asia region, mainly 

based on data reported to the 

Financial Tracking Service (FTS). 

The FTS is a global, real-time 

database that records all report-

ed international humantiarian 

aid, including that for UN agen-

cies, NGOs, the Red Cross/

Red Crescent Movement, bilat-

eral aid, in-kind aid, and pri-

vate donations. All FTS data are 

provided by donors or recipi-

ent organisations. Reporting 

is easy and it provides visibil-

ity for everyone. More impor-

tantly, a well defined picture of 

needs and gaps contributes to 

a more coordinated approach 

to humanitarian assistsance and 

helps to identify where funding 

gaps exist. For more information, 

please visit http://fts.unocha.org

OCHA does not claim that the figures 

in this Update are fully comprehensive.

Main Findings:

Funding update
I QUARTER

J a n u a r y  -  M a r c h

Total humanitarian requirements in the MENACA region as expressed in humanitarian   »
appeals amount to US$3.8 billion. The requirements were 49 per cent funded at the end of 
the first quarter (Q1) of 2011. 

The four appeals launched between November 2010 and March 2011 – Afghanistan, occupied   »
Palestinian territory, Yemen (all renewed annual appeals) and Libya - were between 8 and 
45 per cent funded. The two extended flash appeals continuing from 2010 – Kyrgyzstan and 
Pakistan floods – were 66 and 69 per cent funded, respectively. 

The Libya Flash Appeal was launched on 7 March 2011 requesting $160 million. Requirements   »
were later updated to $310 million. The appeal was over a third funded by the end of Q1.

The spill-over effect of the crisis in Libya led to a CERF allocation of $5 million to Tunisia   »
to cope with the influx of people from Libya.

During Q1 2011, countries in the MENACA region contributed $43 million to humanitarian   »
action worldwide.

More on the status of appeals on   http://www.reliefweb.int/fts

* Does not include uncommited pledges US$ Million

Overall requirements, funding and gaps per appeal  first quarter-2011 | US$ million
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Shortfall Total: US$ 1.9 BillionContributed * Total: US$ 1,9 Billion
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Tunisia-Libya border, March 2011. Photo: David Ohana/OCHA AVMU



 Funding Flows to and from the MENACA Region in 2011

Aid Flows from the MENACA Region by Donor Aid Flows from the MENACA Region by Recipient
As of 11 April 2011
Amount in Million US$

As of 11 April 2011
Amount in Million US$

US$ 42,926,473

 Million US$  Million US$

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has announced 
a donation of $1 million to the OCHA Regional 
Office for the Middle East, North Africa and Central 
Asia (ROMENACA) and the Regional Bureau of the 
Integrated Regional Information Network (IRIN). 

“This is a generous and much appreciated contribution 
from UAE which comes at a time when the need for 
OCHA’s and IRIN’s services is at a peak in the Middle 
East,” said Ms. Valerie Amos, UN Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator. With this donation, the UAE becomes the 
first Arab country to directly support IRIN’s unique 
humanitarian news and analysis service, which provides 
coverage of crises and vulnerability in the Middle East, 
Africa and Asia, in English, French and Arabic. 
The UAE contribution will also support the regional 
office of OCHA which covers 28 countries in the wider 
region and has been instrumental during the critical 
first response phase in recent crises in Libya, Yemen and 
Kyrgyzstan.
http://unocha.romenaca.org
http://www.irinnews.org

UAE contributes $1 million to OCHA
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The Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) identified the UAE as the 
14th most generous donor country in the world in 
2009, when the country’s foreign aid is measured as a 
proportion of gross national income (GNI). 

By the same measure, the UAE ranked first among 
countries that are not members of the OECD’s 
Development Assistance Committee (DAC), which 
currently has 24 members, including the USA and 
Canada, most of the countries of Western Europe, as 
well as Australia, Japan, Korea, New Zealand and the 
European Commission.

In an Issue Brief published in March 2011, the DAC 
Secretariat commended OCFA’s efforts in documenting 
the UAE’s foreign aid flows, and highlighted that the UAE 
is the first non-DAC country to provide a comprehensive 
account of its assistance using the OECD’s Creditor 
Reporting System. 
http://ocfa.gov.ae

OECD Brief about UAE foreign Aid
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Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF): First Quarter 2011

The OCHA-managed global funding mechanism, the 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), allocated 
nearly $12 million to three countries in the MENACA 
region during the first quarter of 2011: occupied Palestinian 
territory (oPt), Islamic Republic of Iran and Tunisia. This 
was out of a total of $84 million to boost humanitarian 
response in neglected emergencies worldwide.

The largest amount of $5 million went to Tunisia in March. 
The injection of funds served to kick-start projects in the 
Regional Flash Appeal for the Libyan Crisis as thousands 
streamed over Libya’s western border to Tunisia and 
needed immediate assistance at the border as well as 
repatriation to their countries of origin.

The largest single project funded in this request was $1.8 
million for emergency evacuation assistance to third-
country nationals (i.e. neither Libyan nor Tunisian nationals) 
managed by the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM). The remaining $3.2 million was divided between 
agencies to assist people at the border with shelter, food, 
non-food items, health services and protection, including 
legal protection.

Earlier, on 18 January, the UN’s Emergency relief 
Coordinator Valerie Amos allocated $4 million to oPt and 
$3 million to Iran. 

In oPt, the largest part of the allocation - $1 million - went 
to assist communities in Gaza and the West Bank, Area 
C, with water, sanitation and hygiene, a project managed 
by the UN’s children’s fund UNICEF. Other projects 
included food and agricultural assistance to herders and 
Bedouins in oPt.
The allocation to Iran was equally divided between health 
and food interventions for Afghan and Iraqi refugees 
implemented by the World Food Programme (WFP) and 
the UN refugee agency UNHCR.
http://ochaonline.un.org/cerf

On 7 March 2011, the Regional Flash Appeal for the 
Libyan Crisis was launched requesting US$160 million. 
This amount was almost doubled ($310 million) a few 
weeks later. The Appeal seeks funding for the ongoing 
humanitarian action of 17 aid organizations: ACF-Spain, 
CARE International, FAO, Handicap International, 
IMC, IOM, IRC, Islamic Relief Worldwide, OCHA, Save 
the Children, UNDSS, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, 
UNOSAT, WFP, and WHO.

The Appeal will ensure that migrants who leave 
Libya to neighbouring countries receive adequate 
humanitarian relief, and that they are transported to 
their countries of origin. Within opposition-controlled 
parts of Libya, the Appeal outlines the funding required 
to assess, analyze and respond to current and future 
humanitarian needs.

The appeal covers camp coordination and camp 
management, food security, nutrition, health care, 
water, sanitation and hygiene, protection, shelter and 
logistics.
http://northafrica.humanitarianresponse.info

Libya Appeal

Chadian men who have fled the unrest in Libya share a meal under the limited 
shelter at a waiting area at the Saloum Land Port on the Egyptian/Libyan 
border, 12 March 2011. Photo: David Ohana/OCHA AVMU 

Member States and Observers (paid) 2011

Afghanistan 500

Morocco 5,000

Azerbaijan 10,000

Algeria 10,000

Kuwait 675,000



 Protection Projects below-average funded in the MENACA Region
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The protection of people in humanitarian emergencies 
in the MENACA region has many diverse facets. It 
spans the protection of women from sexual violence, 
exploitation and abuse in Afghanistan; protecting 
the rights of Palestinian children affected by armed 
conflicts; and registration of vulnerable children 
following floods in for example Pakistan and Yemen. 
The legal protection of refugees also account for 
many projects in the category of Protection/Rule of 
Law. For this article, mine action has been excluded 
as it is considered a separate sector.

Projects focusing on Protection/Rule of Law in 
humanitarian appeals have in general been relatively 
poorly funded over the past years in the region 
covering the Middle East, North Africa and Central 
Asia (MENACA). 

Between 2007 and 2010 there have been 19 
humanitarian appeals, mostly annual Consolidated 
Appeals, for five different countries in the region 
seeking funding for Protection/Rule of Law. For this 
analysis, only appeals that have expired are included. 
Over the four years, these appeals have typically 
been 67 per cent funded (the median value of the 
coverage of all sectors combined). However, in the 
same appeals, Protection/Rule of Law projects have 
typically been 32.5 per cent funded. Thus, Protection/
Rule of Law is lagging behind and is less than half as 
well funded as the overall coverage of the 19 appeals 
in the MENACA region.

This is a trend with large variations between countries 
and between years. For example, protection projects 
requesting $20 million in the 2009 Consolidated 
Appeal for oPt were only 27 per cent funded. The 
following year, projects requesting $24 million were 
58 per cent covered. 

Aid agencies say that protection is often not 
recognized by donors as a life-saving or high priority 
intervention despite the general recognition within 
the UN system that protection is indeed a core life-
saving activity. The impact of protection activities 
can also be difficult to measure and evaluate not 
least because they often seek to prevent things 
from happening such as human rights violations. In 
addition, protection costs relate mostly to human 
resources in the form of experts, training for local 
staff, counselling, advocacy, referrals to other services 
and so on and not to tangible items that can be 
delivered directly to the beneficiaries. 

To remedy the low funding levels, protection needs 
to be pushed up the advocacy agenda to ensure 
that donors recognize the life-saving nature of 
these activities, aid agencies say. Another suggestion 
is to pursue a more integrated programmatic 
approach and link protection much more closely 
to interventions such as food, shelter and health 
to avoid treating the protection aspects of these 
interventions separately. 

So far in 2011, there are protection projects in 
Consolidated Appeals and ongoing Flash Appeals 
worth a total of $130 million for Libya and the 
region, Afghanistan, Yemen, oPt as well as Pakistan 
and Kyrgyzstan. 

The funding average for these protection activities 
stands at 20 per cent. This average is pulled up by 
the flash appeals for Kyrgyzstan (37 per cent) and 
Pakistan floods (31 per cent). These appeals were 
launched in June and August 2010, respectively, 
and the reporting period is longer than for more 
recently launched appeals. It will be important over 
the course of the year to carefully follow funding for 
protection activities to ensure that adequate financial 
resources are available to cover these crucial, life-
saving activities.

(The 19 appeals analyzed in this article cover emergencies 
from 2007 to 2010 in Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon, oPt, Pakistan 
and Yemen. Appeals include Consolidated Appeals (CAP), 
humanitarian Response Plans, and Flash Appeals. All appeals 
have now expired. Figures for ongoing Appeals in 2011 – 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan Floods, Yemen, oPt, Kyrgyzstan and 
Afghanistan – were retrieved on 14 April 2011 from FTS) 

Children  are often the beneficiaries of Protection projects in 
emergencies. Photo from immigration centre at Saloum Land Port on 
the Egyptian/Libyan border, March 2011. 
Photo: David Ohana/OCHA AVMU


