
 
 

Health Update 
Following unconfirmed reports of an increase in new cases of acute diarrhoeal disease (ADD) in Debeweyin woreda, Somali 
region, the Regional Health Bureau (RHB) deployed a team to the area for further investigation. A new case of AWD was also 
reported in Haro Maya woreda, East Harerge zone of Oromia region, in the past week. The good seasonal (deyr/hagaya) rainfall 
currently falling in most parts of the southern and southeastern lowlands of the country poses an increased risk of flooding and 
AWD outbreaks. WHO and partners, together with the Somali RHB, are advocating for the initiation of an inter-regional (Hareri, 
Dire Dawa, Somali, Afar and Oromia) and cross border (Ethio-Djibouti) AWD taskforce. To respond to current and potential 
outbreaks, WHO and UNICEF supported a five-day training on AWD case management for 27 pastoral health extension workers 
(HEW) in Warder town (Somali Region) and WHO pre-positioned AWD drugs in the region. UNICEF has distributed water 
treatment chemicals to East Harerge zone and is working with the Oromia regional authorities to assess WASH needs and pre-
position supplies as part of the ongoing preparations for the Dire Shekhusen religious event held annually in Bale zone. The 
festival will start on 12 November 2011, with around 700,000 people expected to participate.  
 
Elsewhere, new suspected cases of measles continue to be reported in most zones of SNNPR, with the majority of cases 
recorded in the past week coming from Arba Minch Zuria woreda of Gamo Gofa zone. An increasing number of malaria cases 
have been reported in Amhara, Oromia and SNNPR, and the respective Regional Health Bureaus, in collaboration with the 
Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute (EHNRI) Public Health Emergency Management (PHEM), WHO, UNICEF and 
partners such as Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), the Carter Center and the Malaria Association are actively 
conducting assessments to support malaria prevention and control measures. No new cases have been reported in the past 
week in the suspected hemorrhagic fever outbreak in Kersa Dula woreda, Somali Region, and all cases sent to Kenya for testing 
have come back negative for Dengue Fever. On 28 October, the polio vaccination component of the integrated measles and 
polio vaccination campaign was completed in South Omo zone of SNNPR, with 99,834 children under 5 reached (101 per cent 
coverage), and in Bench Maji zone, with 120,905 children under 5 reached (102 per cent coverage). For more information, 
contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int & awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
WASH Update 
Water trucking is ongoing in parts of Tigray and Afar regions of northern Ethiopia, where the July to October rains were 
inadequate to replenish water supplies. With no rains received in these areas in the past week, eight water trucks (down from 11 
last week, and no current gap reported) supported by UNICEF and the Government are currently operational in Tigray region, 
while nine water trucks (same as last week), benefitting an estimated 13,000 people, are currently operational in five woredas of 
Afar (Bidu, Dubti, Elidar, Erebti and Kurri). There is a gap of two trucks in Afar, which is expected to be filled by Save the 
Children-UK. Elsewhere in the country, the number of water trucks operating has dropped from 17 last week (eight in Oromia 
and nine in Somali) to seven trucks at present. All seven are operating in East and West Harerge zones of Oromia Region, 
where inadequate rains have been received. Rapid assessments are ongoing to assess the rainfall and its effect on trucking 
needs in the region. In Somali Region, partners continue to rehabilitate dysfunctional water schemes: since July 2011, 139 water 
schemes have been rehabilitated, benefiting some 278,000 people. In Tigray, a joint team comprising the Ministry of Water and 
Energy (MoWE), OCHA and UNICEF undertook a technical assistance mission to strengthen the regional WASH emergency 
task force (ETF). With the team’s support, the Regional Mines and Energy Bureau called the first WASH ETF meeting on 27 
October. For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Education Update 
Access to education has been disrupted for approximately 32,784 children in the Somali Region due to the drought, as well as 
localized floods and wind storms. The region’s goal for 2011-12 enrolment is 600,000 children; yet as of November 2011, the 
Regional Education Bureau had achieved only half the target. In 14 hotspot woredas of the Somali Region, the average gross 
enrolment rate for the school year is 19 per cent, underscoring the need for enhanced efforts to increase the enrolment rate. 
Elsewhere, the drought’s toll on education also continues to be felt. In Afar, some 6,200 children have been affected by 
shortages of water in school facilities (Erebti woreda) and/or damages sustained to schools (Koneba woreda). In Gambella 
region, on the other hand, flooding has damaged schools in Goge and Jore woredas, affecting 706 children. Partners are 
mobilizing school materials for the children and materials for the rehabilitation of the classrooms destroyed by the flood. 
More than 5,000 students in Benishangul Gumuz region, whose start back to school was delayed by the occupation of the 
school facilities by refugees from Sudan, are to benefit from catch-up classes and tutorials supported by the Regional Education 
Bureau and the Education in Emergencies task force. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org & 
awesterbeek@unicef.org  
 
Meher Seasonal Needs Assessment 
The next multi-sectoral national needs assessment is scheduled to start on 21 November 2011 and run for three weeks, with 
assessment teams to be deployed on 19 November following a federal- level briefing on 18 November. According to the current 
plan, hotspot woredas in six zones of Tigray, nine zones of Amhara, 13 zones of Oromia, twelve zones of SNNP, five zones of 
Afar, seven zones of Somali and all zones of Benishangul Gumuz and Gambella regions will be covered by the assessment. 
DRMFSS is mobilizing resources and participation from humanitarian partners. The compiled assessment results, which are 
presented in the form of the Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD), is expected to be released between middle and late 
January 2012. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 
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