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Average harvests in the Sahel hinge on steady rainfall into October 
 The combined effects of improved rainfall activity in 

August and the poor spatial-temporal distribution of 
rainfall led to large-scale infestations of crop pests, 
particularly in the Maradi region of Niger and the 
northernmost border areas of Nigeria.  
 

 In general, food access at the height of the lean season 
in farming and agropastoral areas all across the region 
is better than usual thanks to the bumper 2010/11 
harvests in all parts of the region. 

 

 The poor progress of the growing season in 
agropastoral and pastoral areas of Chad, northwestern 
Niger, and eastern Mali, and rainfed farming areas of 
Mauritania indicates higher than usual levels of food 
security stress towards the end of the 2011/12 
consumption year. 

 

Updated August 2011 food security outlook  
 
The month of September is generally marked by 
increasingly widespread harvests of corn and tuber crops in 
bimodal areas and the first harvests of pulses and, 
oftentimes, early grain crops in Sahelian and Sudanian 
areas. This year, with the late start-of-season, followed by a 
poor spatial-temporal distribution of rainfall, the situation is 
somewhat different, marked not only by lags in the 
maturation of crops, but also by an uneven distribution of 
crops due to the poor spatial distribution of rainfall activity.  
There were localized light rainstorms in the third dekad of 
August, particularly in Niger and Chad. There were also 
reports of scattered pockets of rainfall deficits for that 
month all across the region. The largest such deficits were in 
areas of Niger (the northwest, the southern Diffa region, 
and the southern Maradi region), eastern Mali, Mauritania (rainfed farming areas), Nigeria (the northeastern and central 
regions and State of Katsina), the Gambia and Senegal (parts of Ziguinchor) (Figure 3). 
 
These dry conditions in August led to infestations of crop pests affecting early-planted millet crops in the maturity phase. Thus, 
head miners, for which there is no available chemical treatment, are currently ravaging millet crops, causing many farmers to 
suffer large losses. The hardest hit areas are central Niger and border areas of Nigeria (Sokoto, Zamfara, and Katsina). Crop 
losses could range from 10 to as high as 70 percent, particularly in departments in the Maradi region of Niger. 

Figure 1. Current food security outcomes, September 2011 

 
For more information on the IPC Acute Food Insecurity Reference Table, 
please see:  www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

Source: FEWS NET 
Figure 2. Most likely food security outcomes, October -

December 2011 

 
Source: FEWS NET 

www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale
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The performance of late-planted crops still hinges on the 
continuation of rainfall activity into October in the Sahel 
and into November in Sudanian areas. A shorter than 
usual rainy season ending sometime in September could 
mean a very poor outcome for the current growing 
season, and according to current short-range forecasts 
by the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the rains could end by the second dekad 
of September. 
 
In spite of all the problems affecting this growing season, 
markets across the region have been optimistic. Market 
supplies in all parts of the region have been normal to 
good, with prices stabilizing and, in the case of locally 
grown grain crops, actually declining between July and 
August. These improvements were made possible by the 
good carry-over inventories from last year and their 
simultaneous marketing by farmers and traders. Moreover, markets are already getting shipments of fresh corn crops and 
millet crops in certain local areas. This year’s yam harvest is also very good, with these crops already available for sale on most 
markets in Niger and Burkina Faso. 
 
Thus, the combined effects of these harvests of early crops, distributions of food aid by regional governments and donors, and 
good market supplies have helped further improve the food security situation.  As a result, localized lags in the progress of the 
growing season have not had any major aggravating effects on food insecurity levels in this region. However, the food security 
stress in agropastoral and pastoral areas of Chad and northwestern Niger has still not been completely eliminated, with these 
areas still affected by the decline in migrant remittances from repatriates forced to return from Libya (particularly in the case 
of middle-income and better-off households) and the later than usual recovery of pasturelands, resulting in lower than usual 
levels of milk production and income from livestock-raising activities. Moreover, these areas are generally the last to be 
supplied with fresh crops by grain traders and, thus, have still not benefited from the price cuts reported in crop-growing 
areas.   
 
There are obvious concerns in the rice sector over the change in policy by the Thai government, which could sharply tighten 
market supplies. The price of rice, which is considered a staple food crop, is already rising on markets in Guinea, Liberia, 
Ghana, and Mauritania. A continuation of the current upward trend in international market prices could eventually infect 
other markets in the region, reducing demand for rice and heightening demand and driving up prices for other locally grown 
crops on which the poor are dependant for their food security. 
 

Seasonal calendar and timeline of critical events 
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Figure 3.   GeoWRSI anomalies for millet crops as of August 31, 

2011 compared with the median (for 1996-2010) 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 


