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Situation Report – Horn of Africa Crisis 

Kenya 
Date:  05 October 2011 

Reporting Period:  29 September - 05 October 2011 
Report #12 

 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
General Overview 
 The security situation along the Kenyan-Somali border and around Dadaab is of continued concern.  UN 

staff travel restrictions are in place for travel to locations near the Somali border with only critical missions 
being authorized.   

 Heavy fighting broke out on 30 September 2011 close to Somalia’s border with Kenya as Al-Shabaab 
fighters launched a dawn attack on the strategic town of Dhobley.  They were later repelled.  The DMOH 
has reported 46 casualties and four deaths.  14 people are at the Liboi Health Center being treated for 
gunshot wounds.  Out of these, approximately ten need urgent referral.  Dhobley is now under control of 
Somalia’s Transitional Federal Government (TFG) in cooperation with allied militias, with reported backing 
from the GoK to maintain a buffer zone along the troubled frontier.  An uneasy calm exists in Dhobley at 
present.  The town is only 5 km (3 miles) from the Kenyan border and is a major crossing point for 
Somalis fleeing to the Dadaab Refugee Camps, some 100 km (62 miles) away. 

 The Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI) announced on 27 September that it will 
provide more funding to develop and introduce vaccines against severe diarrhoea and pneumonia, two 
leading causes of child mortality in Kenya.  Kenya is globally one of the first countries to introduce the 
penta-valent pneumococcal vaccine into its regular immunization programme.  This is anticipated to 
drastically reduce the occurrence of pneumococcal pneumonia in children under five.  In addition, 
rotavirus vaccines for diarrhea control are expected to be added to the country’s immunization programme 
in 2013.   

 A regional seminar titled ‘Exploring a Responsible Framework for the Horn of Africa (HoA) Crisis 
Response:  Context, Challenges and Best Practices’ was held in Nairobi on 03 October 2011 sponsored 
by UNICEF ESARO and FAO.   The one-day seminar included global experts on aid interventions and 
experience in the HoA and focused on lessons learned from past crises in the region, as well as longer-
term approaches so that future escalations of droughts into full humanitarian catastrophes can be 
prevented.    
  

Drought-Affected Areas in Kenya 
 Reports from North Eastern Province indicate that cases of dengue fever are rising.  The MoPHS, WHO, 

CDC and UNICEF have given an estimated caseload of 30,000 to 50,000 persons affected out of the total 
population in Mandera town of 80,000 to 100,000.  In addition, a suspected case was reported in Wajir 
District on 4 October.  Due to mobility of the populations, the outbreak is likely to spread to other areas of 
the country, including Nairobi. 

 
 

EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Drought Affected Areas 
 Humanitarian needs and priorities are being re-assessed as Kenya’s 2012 Emergency Humanitarian 

Response Plan (EHRP) is being developed by the GoK, the UN and over 100 humanitarian organizations. 
While no major change in the humanitarian situation is anticipated in early 2012, it is expected that some 
improvements in food production will occur following the long rains.  It will, however, take several months 
to reduce needs at the household-level.  

 Food insecurity is affecting 3.75 million people countrywide, with 1.86 million currently being reached with 
food assistance.  In response, the GoK and humanitarian partners have agreed to utilize one coordinated 
food pipeline beginning in October and increase the target of those to receive food aid from the previous 
total of 2.4 million to 3.75 million.
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 Of the estimated 385,000 cases of severe and moderate acute malnutrition, 208,635 are being targeted 
for assistance, while 147,471 are being reached.  The majority of cases are in the northwestern and 
northeastern counties of Turkana, Mandera and Wajir.  The targeted supplementary feeding programme, 
utilizing food provided by WFP and assisting children under-five with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM), 
has 1,100 feeding centres countrywide which is an increase from 700 last month.  Severely malnourished 
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children under age five are assisted through nutrition therapeutic programs, comprised of 72 in-patient 
stabilization centres and 899 out-patient treatment programs (OTPs), with supplies provided by UNICEF.  
A cumulative total of 38,904 children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have been admitted into 
therapeutic programs since January 2011 out of an estimated number of 65,000.  

 The health sector remains on high alert for outbreaks of water- and vector-borne diseases (dengue fever, 
malaria and dysentery) during the current short rains of October-November.  Outbreaks of communicable 
diseases, such as polio, measles and bloody dysentery (shigellosis), have so far been contained.  
Integrated disease surveillance and response have been strengthened in all districts at risk, as well as 
within the camps through pre-positioning and replenishment of needed supplies. 

 An estimated 2.4 million people are in need of safe water and sanitation.  Of this, the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation (MoWI) reports that 2.2 million are being reached through water trucking, borehole 
rehabilitation and Aqua tab distribution. Over 20 NGOs, as well as government water boards and offices, 
are providing 492 schools with access to safe water and 315 health facilities with WASH activities. 

 Following the visit to Kenya by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of IDPs, Chaloka Beyani, 
several issues were emphasized, including the need to finalize Kenya’s draft IDP policy; to step-up efforts 
towards durable solutions for Kenya’s IDP populations; and to adopt a broader approach in helping these 
families rebuild their lives, including return, resettlement, and local integration into host communities.      

 A nutrition survey targeting under-five children was conducted in Isiolo from 30 August – 21 September 
2011.  The results for Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) and Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) were 18.6%  
(14.8 – 22.9)
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 and 3.0%  (1.8 – 4.8)

3
  respectively.  The current results are not significantly higher than 

those recorded one year ago when GAM was 14.2% (11.9 – 16.9) and SAM was 1.5%  (0.8 – 2.8). 
 A nutrition survey among under-five children was conducted in Laikipia from 20-28 August 2011.  The 

results indicate GAM rates of 10.0%  (6.5 - 15.2) and SAM rates of 1.8%  (0.6 - 5.0).   
 The next round of nutrition surveys will be conducted in the second week of October in Mandera, Marsabit 

and Wajir counties.  Preparations have begun with the recruitment of survey consultants and production of 
survey materials.   A nutrition survey in Turkana will also follow.   

 
Refugee Response 
 The Dadaab Refugee Camps are under alert for dengue fever due to the outbreak confirmed last week in 

Mandera.  At present, no cases have been confirmed within the refugee population. 
 UNHCR is planning for up to 550,000 refugees in 2012 at the Dadaab Refugee Camps (an increase of 

approximately 100,000 from the current total); and up to 100,000 in Kakuma Refugee Camp in 
northwestern Kenya.   

 Currently the overall refugee population in the Dadaab Refugee Camps is 456,742.  Of this, 262,651 
(58%) are children below the age of 18.   

 
 
CLUSTER COORDINATION, SECTOR UPDATES AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
 All sectors are consulting with the GoK and implementing partners on the objectives and priorities, as well 

as specific Consolidated Appeal Process (CAP) projects, to be included in the 2012 Emergency 
Response Plan (ERP).   

 
Education Cluster  
 
Cluster Coordination 
 Activities have been reinforced through deployment of a surge capacity professional from the Dutch 

NatCom who will support the development of education sub-clusters in strategic locations across Kenya’s 
vast ASAL areas. 

 The Education Cluster remains underfunded and has been able to provide educational materials to only 
62,500 children out of the 508,000 estimated to be affected by the drought.   

 
Multi-Sector Coordination for Refugees  
 The continued influx of Somali refugees to Dadaab has significant implications for access and quality of 

education from both a short- and long-term perspective.  Education sector partners, together with UNHCR 
and UNICEF, are discussing roles and responsibilities as well as developing a joint education strategy 
and workplan for 2012.   In particular, the curriculum is being reviewed in light of the need to prepare 
refugee children for eventual reintegration, relocation and/or repatriation. UNICEF has agreed with 
UNHCR to provide technical leadership within the education sector for the refugee response in the future. 
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WASH/WESCOORD Cluster 
 Sub-cluster meetings were held for the first time in Turkana, Garissa and Mandera counties.  It has been 

agreed that the Turkana WESCOORD group will continue to meet monthly, while Garissa WESCOORD 
will meet fortnightly.  

 In Turkana, the newly developed WESCOORD micro-RAT (rapid assessment tool) has been used to 
update information on WASH in schools and health centers.  Results will be forthcoming.  The Turkana 
WESCOORD will also undertake water point mapping with support from SNV.  

 Coordinated WASH reporting mechanisms (e.g.  the 4W - who, what, where and when tool) are being 
used by WESCOORD implementing partners.  September results will be presented at a national 
WESCOORD meeting on 03 October 2011. 

 
Nutrition Cluster   
 The Nutrition Information Working Group met on 30 September 2011.  During the meeting, the newly 

released nutrition survey results for Isiolo and Mandera were validated and preparations for the next 
round of surveys discussed.  UNICEF, as co-lead with the GoK of the Nutrition Cluster has provided 
recommendations for revisions to the strategic objectives in the Emergency Response Plan (ERP) for 
2012.   

 The MoPHS Division of Nutrition outlined coordination mechanisms to help ensure nutrition interventions 
in Kajiado, implemented by AMREF, meet national protocols.     

 
Child Protection Sector  
 In support of data collection and recommendations to be made by the Special Rapporteur to the Secretary 

General on the Human Rights of IDPs, UNICEF met with Prof. Chaloka Beyani on 27 October to discuss 
and advocate follow-up activities to meet the needs of unaccompanied and separated children, child-
headed households, and street children vis-à-vis the 2008 PEV and the current drought.    

 The National Protection Working Group, the existing coordination mechanism on protection for Kenya, will 
hold its sector-specific Emergency Humanitarian Response Planning Workshop on 05 October.  The 
Working Group is co-led by the Kenya Commission of Human Rights (KCHR) and the Ministry of Justice, 
with UNHCR and UNICEF support.   UNICEF is advocating for an expanded mandate of the Working 
Group to include coordinated and effective child protection response during this drought emergency as 
well as during resource-based conflicts. 
 

Health Sector  
 The GoK and partners have responded to the dengue fever outbreak through a number of intensified 

measures including (i) issuance of alerts to health workers at all levels; (ii) broad circulation of a press 
release to multiple media channels to sensitize and advise the public to seek early treatment;  (iii) 
development of a response plan that has been shared with partners for resource mobilization; (iv) 
heightened surveillance and case management.  A vector assessment has been conducted, which will 
provide guidance on the prioritization of vector control interventions. 

 
 
PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 
Nutrition 
 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
 Therapeutic nutrition supplies will be distributed in the second week of October to cover the last quarter of 

2011 for all drought-affected districts in Kenya.  The supplies include RUTF, F75, F100, ResMol and 
height boards and will benefit an estimated 50,000 severely malnourished children under age five.   

 A nutrition stakeholders’ meeting was held in Garissa to map out interventions of an expanded number of 
implementing partners.  It was agreed that the full High Impact Nutrition Intervention (HiNi) package would 
be implemented.  The importance of an integrated approach, including community outreach, immunization 
and health education, was emphasized. 

 
Refugee Response  
 1,251 cartons of RUTF to benefit 1,380 severely malnourished children were delivered to Dadaab 

Refugee Camps on 27 September 2011.  
 Infant Feeding in Emergencies (IFE) activities, including mother-to-mother support groups and the 

promotion of breastfeeding using community-health workers, will begin this month in the Dadaab Refugee 
Camps by ACF, in partnership with UNICEF.   The program will operate for one year.   
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 The proportion of children under-five with SAM admitted to therapeutic feeding programmes was 7,828 
(124%) against a target of 6,332 for the period July–December 2011. 

 A cumulative of 16,739 under five children with severe acute malnutrition has been admitted in nutrition 
therapeutic program between January and week 3 of September 2011. 

 
Education 
 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
 Management training for boarding school headmasters and teachers will take place at the end of October 

in five drought-affected locations.  In preparation for the training, a material development workshop was 
held this week in Nakuru focusing on child-friendly school concepts and materials.  The workshop was 
attended by MoE technical officers (Directorates of Quality Assurance and Basic Education).  Specific 
themes included leadership and management, inclusive education, disaster risk reduction, and action 
research/reflective practice.  

 DEOs from Turkana have stated that additional schools need to be added to the list eligible for Free 
Primary Education (FPE) grants from the MoE given the need for additional teaching and learning 
materials.  Material requirements for many schools have dramatically changed over the past months due 
to the large migration of Kenyan families (particularly pastoralists) into more settled areas.  UNICEF 
advised school teachers to obtain locally available materials to address the urgent needs using FPE 
funds. 

 Additional educational supplies and tents were ordered this week, including 177 education kits and 40 
recreation kits for primary schools; 257 ECD kits for ECE centres; and 10 tents. 

 
Refugee Response 
 UNICEF provided inputs to a ‘Strategy for Youth Programmes’ being developed under UNHCR leadership 

during a Youth Participation and Mobilisation Workshop in Dadaab.  The workshop was attended by all 
key implementing partners working on youth development and education.  The strategy is expected to be 
completed by November. 

 30 UNICEF-provided tents are being used as temporary classrooms for 2,700 refugee children in Ifo, 
Hagadera and Dagahaley camps.  

 
Health 

 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
 Following recent heavy rains in Turkana, an upsurge in malaria cases has been reported.  UNICEF 

responded by dispatching antimalarial drugs and rapid diagnostic kits. 
 64 outreach sessions were conducted in the Upper Rift Valley counties.  1,106 children were vaccinated 

against measles, compared to 961 the previous week.  813 cases of diarrhoea were reported this week 
compared to 796 the previous week.  The case management was well articulated. 

 The polio campaign in Nyanza and Rift Valley from 24-28 September 2011, covering 32 districts, met its 
targets.  A total of 1,184,519 children (128%) were vaccinated out of an estimated population of just over 
1 million.   No new cases of polio in Kenya have been reported during the reporting period. 

 
Refugee Response 
 Due to the dengue fever outbreak in Mandera District, the health sector in Dadaab has been put on alert.  

With support from UNICEF and WHO, the MoPHS and UNHCR are responding in the refugee camps with 
an Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR) training for health care providers to ensure 
knowledge of early detection and treatment. 

 Reagents for confirming and typing shigellosis type 1 (bloody dysentery) have been received and the 
disease isolated.  Cases of bloody diarrhoea are currently being quickly tested and treated.  

 Suspected cases of pertussis (whooping cough) are being managed according to protocols. Pertussis 
reagent is now available and laboratory tests performed at the CDC-supported laboratory located within 
the IRC Hagadera Field Hospital. 

 UNICEF is procuring Hepatitis B vaccine requested by UNHCR for health care staff and sexual violence 
survivors in the camps. 

 
Child Protection 

 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
 UNICEF is providing financial and technical support to the national NGO ECCO (Eldoret Street Children 

Center) to respond to the increasing number of street children in Eldoret town over the last few months as 
a result of the drought in northern Kenya.  The UNICEF supported program started in August 2011 with 
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the identification and enrolment of street children resulting in 562 children being reached to date with a 
variety of interventions including psychosocial support, counselling, medical support, recreational activities 
and reintegration of children with their families.  

 
Refugee Response 
 Since July 2011, UNICEF has provided financial support to Lutheran World Federation (LWF) in Kakuma 

Refugee Camp in support of child protection preparedness activities based upon an anticipated influx of 
refugees from South Soudan.  To date, LWF has identified 129 children at the camp’s registration sites 
with child protection concerns (17 unaccompanied, 57 separated, and 55 orphans) and 61 have been 
placed with foster families.  LWF is the lead implementing agency under a tripartite agreement with 
UNHCR and the Government of Kenya in the area of child protection.  
 

WASH 
 
Drought Affected Areas in Kenya 
 250 community health workers were recently trained in Turkana on hygiene and sanitation promotion and 

have conducted community-based outreach and awareness-building activities during this reporting period 
for approximately 10,000 households. 

 Emergency WASH supplies were distributed through health facilities to over 10,000 households, including 
37,000 Aqua Tabs, 136 ceramic filters, 40,280 PUR water treatment sachets, and 418 bars of soap.   
From July 2011 to date, UNICEF has provided 42% of the targeted health facilities with WASH supplies.   
It is expected that the remaining 58% of the targeted facilities will receive an initial delivery of UNICEF-
procured supplies by the end of next week. 

 10 health facilities in Turkana have finalized a UNICEF-funded rapid assessment of hygiene practices and 
the sanitation situation managed by the MoPHS.  A preliminary finding is that hygiene promotion materials 
developed specifically for illiterate populations should be utilized, since illiteracy levels in Turkana and 
other drought-affected areas are high.   UNICEF’s Communications for Development (C4D) section is 
broadcasting radio messages over local FM stations in local languages.   

 8,207 water containers in different sizes were distributed to households along the major refugee influx 
routes between the border of Somalia and the Dadaab Refugee Camps.  Currently the vast majority of 
households utilizing this water are drought-affected Kenyans from the surrounding host communities.  

 
Refugee Response 
 2,077 people benefitted from hygiene promotion activities and WASH emergency supplies distributed by 

UNICEF’s partner, CARE International. 
 
 
MEDIA, COMMUNICATION AND ADVOCACY 
 
 The Swedish Committee for UNICEF’s Goodwill Ambassador, Liza Marklund, accompanied by Swedish 

photographer Martin von Krogh, visited Dadaab and Wajir accompanied by Swedish photographer Martin 
von Krogh from 19-24 September 2011.   They visited a refugee reception center and hospital in Ifo 
Camp, along with UNICEF-supported primary schools, ECD centres, and WASH facilities.  Ms. Marklund 
has prepared a number of speeches and articles for the Swedish NatCom and Expressen Newspaper 
(one of the biggest dailies in Sweden).  A slide show has also been produced and can be viewed on the 
Expressen website via the following links:  
 

http://tv.expressen.se/nyheter/utrikes/1.2578990/se-bildreportaget-fran-svaltens-kenya 
http://www.expressen.se/nyheter/1.2578665/dekha-5-halls-fastbunden-vid-ett-trad 

 
Additional articles will be featured over the coming weeks in Expressen Newspaper including a Christmas 
Campaign in support of UNICEF’s work (for more information, go to www.expressen.se  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://tv.expressen.se/nyheter/utrikes/1.2578990/se-bildreportaget-fran-svaltens-kenya
http://www.expressen.se/nyheter/1.2578665/dekha-5-halls-fastbunden-vid-ett-trad
http://www.expressen.se/
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FUNDING

4
 

 
 
NEXT SITREP 
 12 October 2011 

 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, please contact: 
 

Olivia Yambi 
Representative 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Telephone: +254-722-
520-227 
E-mail:  
oyambi@unicef.org 

Juan Ortiz 
Deputy Representative 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Telephone: +254-722-
529-714 
E-mail:  
juortiz@unicef.org 

Runar Soerensen 
Emergency 
Coordinator  
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Telephone: +254-705-
262-289 
E-mail:  
rsoerensen@unicef.org 

Annamaria Watrin 
OpsCen Information Officer 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Telephone: +254-715-422-
954 
E-mail:  
awatrin@unicef.org 
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 The above funding table includes $5.5 million that has been received, in addition to UNICEF Kenya’s HAU amounts, from the 

Regional Office’s Humanitarian Thematic Fund.  The additional funds, presented within the Cross-Sectoral Section of the table, will 
be used for a new emergency social cash transfer programme for highly vulnerable drought-affected Kenyans; for expanded 
educational activities; and for cross-sectoral emergency coordination activities during the first half of 2012.   
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