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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 COLOMBIA: Close to 66,000 people affected by the 2011 rainy seasons; total affected since 2010 is 2.8 million.  

 BOLIVIA: Government reports more than 16,000 affected by rains. The UNETT is working on a CERF application. 

 PARAGUAY: The dengue epidemic has affected close to 10,000 people – 2,000 in the last week. 

 CUBA: More than 1 million people affected by drought; 100,000 in the capital, La Habana. 
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HEAVY RAINS - FLOODS 

COLOMBIA: Since the beginning of the rainy 

season in 2010 until mid-April 2011, a total of 

2.8 million people have been affected.  

Currently, 28 of the country’s 32 departments 

are under alert. Last week, a bus with 17 

passengers was buried under a mudslide which 

occurred due to heavy rains.  The mudslide 

occurred in the highway that connects the cities 

of Manizales and Bogotá (1). In the first quarter 

of 2011, some 66,140 people have been 

registered as affected, which represents an 

increase from the first quarter of 2010,  

Source: (1) Government of Colombia (2) Colombian Red 

Cross. 

BOLIVIA: Some 16,150 families have been 

affected and 52 people have died in the first 

quarter of 2011 (1), from events generated by 

La Niña phenomenon. The most affected 

departments are: La Paz, Cochabamba, Beni, 

Chuquisaca, Oruro and Pando. The United 

Nations Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) is 

working on application for CERF funding (Central 

Emergency Response Fund) (2). 

Source: (1) Government of Bolivia. (2) United Nations. 

 

 

PERU: During 2011, rains, floods and mudslides 

have affected 57,000 people (of which 4,050 

have been left homeless) in the region of Ucayali 

(central region).  At least 19,150 hectares of 

crops have been affected. Authorities have 

delivered more than 100 tons of humanitarian 

assistance (food, tents, cooking kits, and tools). 

Sectors with the most urgent needs are food, 

shelter, and warm clothes. The government has 

declared an Emergency Situation for 60 days.  

Source: United Nations. 

 

 

Floods in Río Negro – Antioquia - due to the intense rainy season 

that has gripped Colombia. Close to 66,000 people have been 

affected in 201). Since 2010, more than 2.8 million of 
Colombians have been affected. EL PAÍS©. 
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EPIDEMIC 

PARAGUAY – DENGUE: Over the last week, 

2,000 new cases of dengue have been 

confirmed. This brings the total of number of 

people affected up to 10,000, with 30 deaths.  

There are currently 147 cases per 100,000 

inhabitants.  The dengue epidemic is expected to 

continue to develop in following weeks, while 

cases of acute respiratory infections (ARI) are 

expected to worsen. 

Source: Ministry of Health Paraguay.  

 

DROUGHT 

CUBA: Water distribution in La Habana is at the 

most critical situation in recent history (50 

years), due mostly to the drought in the last 

months. More than 1 million people are affected 

by the lack of water, which can worsen if the 

seasonal rains of May and June don’t arrive. At 

least 100,000 inhabitants of La Habana lack 

running water and depend on tanker trucks for 

daily distribution. Another cause of scarcity of 

water is the deterioration of water supply 

networks. Approximately 70 per cent of La 

Habana’s 3,000 kilometers of pipes are in poor 

condition, causing loss of water supply.   

Source: Granma. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOREST FIRE 

HONDURAS: Forest fires have generated a 

dense haze in Tegucigalpa, causing visibility 

problems and the temporary closing of the 

International airport for 2 to 3 hours. Authorities 

report an increase in respiratory and 

cardiovascular in the capital. Some 818 forest 

fires have affected 28,500 hectares of forest, 

mainly in the departments of Francisco Morazán, 

El Paraíso and Olancho. 

Source: OCHA. 

 


