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Situation Report UNICEF Kenya #8 
Date:  7 September 2011 

  Reporting period:  31 August – 06 September 2011 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 

General Overview 

 IGAD predicts good rains for the next season in parts of Kenya with food security expected to 
improve slightly in the worst-affected areas. 
 

 

Drought-Affected Areas 

 The number of admissions to nutritional feeding centres and outpatient sites in the most drought-
affected counties in northern Kenya have either stabilized or reduced.  No deaths due to 
malnutrition were reported this week. 

 Despite a number of recently reported health alerts and disease outbreaks, the overall health 
situation in drought-affected areas has remained mostly stable except for reports this week from 
North Eastern Province indicating increases in watery diarrhoea.  No new cholera cases have 
been reported, and no additional polio cases were confirmed beyond the initial two cases last 
week.   

 The school year began on 5 September 2011.  UNICEF has worked closely with the MoE to 
ensure 64,740 pupils (aged 3-13 attending early childhood development programmes and primary 
school) in the hardest hit, drought affected areas have school supplies. The priority areas included 
Garissa, Mandera, Isiolo, Marsabit and Wajir.  Supplies provided include 442 education kits 
benefitting 30,940 primary school children and 676 ECD kits benefitting 33,800 early learners. 

 Diversion of government budgetary funds meant to hire more teachers and ease classroom 
overcrowding has led to a teachers’ strike one day after school started. The strike affects more 
than 10 million children in both primary and secondary schools across the country, including in 
drought-affected areas.    
 

Dadaab Refugee Camps 

 The measles outbreak continues within the Dadaab camps among the newly arriving refugee 
population between the ages of 15-29.  This week there was a 72% increase in confirmed cases 
from last week, from 94 to 162 cases.

1
   No cases have so far spread to the surrounding Kenyan 

community.   

 All schools in the camps opened on 5 September 2011 in accordance with the new Kenyan school 
year.  Some 43,000 of an estimated 156,000 children of school age attended primary and 
secondary schools in the camps on the first day.  A primary reason for low participation of 
students is the serious shortage of trained teachers, with only one teacher for every 100 pupils on 
average.  With the announcement of a teachers’ strike the day after school opened, it is currently 
unclear how long learning will be disrupted for those students already enrolled. 

 As part of advance preparations for the start of school, UNICEF provided 35 classroom tents to 
serve as temporary learning spaces for 3,150 children in the new refugee camp extensions, 
primarily Ifo3. This week a decision was made by UNHCR that all future learning spaces in the 
new camp extensions will be semi-permanent structures due to UNHCR’s receipt of new funding 
for this purpose.  It is anticipated the new temporary structures will be ready by the end of 
September.   

 To date, 20 out of the 35 tents provided by UNICEF had been pitched in Ifo3.  The remaining 15 
tents will now be utilized within established camp locations for refugee children in Dadaab rather 
than within the new camp extensions. 

 In the refugee camps, 240 education kits have been provided by UNICEF for 16,800 primary 
school children, as well as 40 ECD kits for 2,000 young learners.  Additionally, textbooks in 
Somali language have been provided for 55,520 learners.  To ensure children are able to 
participate in organized recreational activities, UNICEF has provided 200 recreation kits for 
20,000 children. 

 UNICEF is also supporting the construction of four semi-permanent primary schools and 15 ECD 
centres with the work expected to be completed by the end of 2011.  The four schools will each 
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have 16 classrooms and each classroom will serve 70 pupils.  It is planned that the school day will 
have two shifts so that more students can be accommodated.  This means that the four schools 
will benefit up to 8,960 students. 

 It is recommended by UNHCR that there be increased police control to cover refugee settlements 
in the outskirts of the camp, and increased number of police in the Dadaab complex, and urgent 
meetings with local government, the Department of Refugee Affairs and host community leaders 
to resolve land dispute issues.    

 

EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

 The Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) has predicted good rains for the 
September/October - December rainy season for parts of Kenya.  Food insecurity in the worst-
affected areas of the country are expected to ease.    

 Intensive surveillance activities continue related to the polio outbreak in Nyanza Province.  No 
new cases have been confirmed beyond the two young siblings confirmed last week.  Genetic 
testing has confirmed that the two cases in Kenya resemble the virus detected in Bugiri District of 
Uganda in 2010. 

 This week’s news that additional funding for teachers was re-directed to the military by the GOK 
has led teachers to strike, which has shut down public schools with potential multiple implications 
for the humanitarian response, including the school feeding programme, the provision of water to 
schools, and sanitation and hygiene promotion for disease prevention. 

 It has become evident that a number of refugee children have been immunized in Dobley in 
Somalia, prior to entering Kenya, and crossing the border without vaccination records.  In addition, 
reports from UNICEF field staff based in Dadaab indicate that some newly arrived refugees 
receiving immunizations at the Dagahaley Reception Centre are not receiving immunization cards 
or being entered into the HIS.  The Health Sub-Cluster within the Dadaab Refugee Camps is 
working to resolve these issues. 

 Following the declaration by the UN Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit of a famine in Bay 
Region of Somalia on 6 September, a continued influx of refugees is expected into Kenya 
necessitating a continued scale-up of the emergency response in the Dadaab camps.      

 Currently, there are a total of 426,607 refugees up from 420,597 reported last week.  Among 
these, there are 243,578 children under the age of 18 of which 83,395 children under the age of 
five. 

CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 

Education Cluster  

 The Education Cluster is scaling-up teacher training programs, including multi-grade training for 
teachers in drought-affected regions.  UNICEF-supported partners (AVSI and ADEO) are working 
collaboratively with UNHCR and Mt. Kenya University to provide training, as well as to assist in 
the recruitment of additional teachers for Dadaab.   

 Due to a severe shortage of teachers in remote, drought-affected areas, the Education Cluster is 
advocating with the MoE to top-up teachers’ salaries as an incentive to serve in these more 
challenging locations.  

WASH Cluster (WESCOORD)  

 The WASH Cluster has made major progress in assessing, targeting and establishing coordinated 
reporting systems for service provision to the highest need facilities and communities in Kenya.  
The GOK, and 37 international and local partners, are implementing 1,760 WASH interventions 
(which include water trucking, borehole drilling and maintenance, water treatment and storage, 
etc.) in the drought affected areas of Kenya, with a priority on schools without reliable water 
sources; health facilities with supplementary and therapeutic feeding centres; and communities 
that have extremely long distances to travel to find water. Out of these, 690 have been completed 
and 1,070 are in progress.  

 School WASH interventions are benefiting 142,000 pupils at 530 schools, with water trucking 
being the most common activity.  

 Out of the 399 health facilities with Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) sites, 
110 have been assessed and 40 have reported no reliable water source.  The GOK has 
committed to deploying a Water Officer to further assess and monitor the WASH situation at the 
remaining 286 feeding centres. 
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 The Cluster has now agreed on a set of indicators and targets, which all cluster members are to 
report on.   Streamlined reporting and data collection tools have also been developed and 
disseminated.  It is anticipated collective progress against the targets will be reported on at the 
end of September and thereafter on a monthly basis. 

 A draft ‘Kenya WASH Cholera Preparedness and Response Plan’ has been developed and is 
under review by the WASH Cluster Strategic Advisory Group (SAG). 

 Challenges having WASH supplies distributed in a timely manner by District Water Offices to 
targeted facilities remain.  Districts are to submit distribution plans and funding requests to 
overcome this bottleneck. 
 

Nutrition Cluster  

 The Kenya Red Cross (KRC), one of the most active implementers of emergency assistance in 
Kenya, has actively joined the Nutrition Cluster.  The Division of Nutrition (DoN) within the Ministry 
of Public Health and Sanitation has agreed to provide a temporary professional nutritionist to KRC 
until they are able to recruit a full-time nutritionist to help ensure that in-kind contributions meet the 
GOK’s nutrition protocols. 

 
Child Protection Sector Update 

 Sector coordination has been strengthened in Turkana County through the Turkana Child 
Protection Network.  As a result of this, there is now improved information on the level of service 
provision including information on Child Fund’s work with local CBOs to establish 38 ECD 
Centres, and OXFAM’s hunger safety-net program which supports 27,000 households in 52 of the 
158 sub-locations by providing Ksh 2,150 every two months.   

 
Health Sector Update 

 UNICEF support to District Health Offices for integrated outreach services to remote communities 
in drought-affected areas is being complemented by the work of a number of partner NGOs 
including:  KRC, USAID’s APHIA-Plus Implementing Partners, SC UK, and Mercy USA.    

 

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 
 

Education 

Drought Affected Areas 

 A large shipment of educational supplies for primary-age and early childhood development 
children was distributed this week to northern Kenya.  This included 375 education kits to benefit 
26,250 children and 360 ECD kits to benefit 18,000 ECD learners. Schools in the hardest-hit, 
drought affected areas (Marsabit, Wajir, Mandera, Isiolo, and Garissa) and new schools set up to 
serve migrant children will be prioritized. 

 UNICEF is also working with District Education Offices to provide additional supplies to boarding 
schools and mobile schools serving primarily pastoralist children.   

 
Dadaab Refugee Camps 

 School supplies were provided by UNICEF to benefit 16,800 primary school children with 240 
education kits; 2,000 ECD learners with 40 ECD kits; and 20,000 children with 200 recreation kits. 

 20 school tents were pitched in Ifo3 camp extension to support 1,620 newly arrived refugee 
children to access education.  An additional 15 tents, with ground sheets, have arrived in Dadaab 
and will be erected in other parts of the existing camps.  

 
 
 
WASH 
 

Drought Affected Areas 

 In Turkana County, 25,300 people have benefitted from the rehabilitation or repair of existing 
water sources undertaken by UNICEF partners. 

 
Dadaab Refugee Camps 
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 The continued daily influx of refugees crossing the border at Liboi has put tremendous pressure 
on the water systems.  Rehabilitation and expansion of the Liboi Water System to benefit 15,000 
individuals is 95% complete.   

 Through CARE International, a large-scale hygiene promotion campaign is underway in the 
outskirts of the camps targeting 90,000 refugees.  This week over 12,000 newly arriving refugees 
were supported with hygiene promotion information and the provision of jerry cans and soap. 

 UNICEF, UNHCR and LWF are carrying out a hygiene promotion campaign in the transit centre 
as part of an acute watery diarrhoea prevention plan. 

 
Health 
 

Drought Affected Areas 

 Two confirmed cases of Wild Polio Virus Type 1 (WPV-1) have been isolated in Rongo District of 
Nyanza Province.  A mop up polio campaign will be conducted 24-28 September in 23 districts in 
four counties surrounding the area where the active cases were identified.  UNICEF is providing 
800,000 doses of monovalent oral polio vaccine in addition to social mobilization activities.  This is 
in collaboration with the GOK and WHO, which is also providing financial resources toward the 
campaign.   

 Sharp rises were reported in diarrheal cases in Northeastern Province, from 378 last week to 
1,702 this week.  Close monitoring of the situation is taking place to determine if this may be the 
result of erratic surveillance reporting from the districts or possibly the signal of deteriorating 
health among the population.  Supplies are adequate within the health facilities to treat the cases.

2
   

 Due to the risk of cholera and measles spreading to Kenyan host communities near the refugee 
migration routes and camps, UNICEF has developed disease prevention messages that are being 
transmitted over local FM radio stations and through an audio-visual van within communities near 
Garissa. 

 
Dadaab Refugee Camps 
 

 The measles outbreak continues within the Dadaab camps, in particular among the newly arriving 
refugees between 15-29 years.  This week there was a 72% increase in confirmed cases, from 94 
to 162.

3
 

 Cumulative measles cases since January 2011 stand at 499, with four reported deaths. Though 
the majority of new cases are among newly arriving refugees, the number of cases among long-
time refugees within the camps is growing. 

 Between 20-26 August, 5,867 children between 6 months to 29 years were vaccinated against 
measles at the camps’ reception centres.  This is approximately 978 per day. 

 UNICEF has dispatched 150,000 doses of measles vaccines, which is sufficient to reach the 
target population of 15-29 year olds within the existing camps.  A measles campaign is scheduled 
from 12-18 September. 

 The number of cholera cases has not changed over the week.  Out of six suspected cases 
reported last week, only two were confirmed as cholera (one in Hagadera Camp and one in Liboi).  
Laboratory support has been strengthened by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in the 
camps  

 5 new cases of bloody dysentery (shigellosis) have been confirmed in Hagadera Camp this week. 

 UNICEF has facilitated the placement of seven public health officers, to work closely with the 
Provincial Public Health and Sanitation Office in North Eastern Province, in the Dadaab camps to 
support the expansion of Community Health Services.   

 
 
 
Nutrition 
 

Drought Affected Areas 

 District surveillance reports indicate that forty children under five are currently receiving in-patient 
treatment in nutrition stabilization centres across the drought-affected districts of Kenya.  Due to 
the relatively low number of reported cases, the data is being further investigated to determine if it 

                                                      
2
 District Health Office Surveillance Reports, August 2011. 

3
 UNHCR Health and Nutrition Report, August 2011. 



 

 

5 
 

reflects incomplete reporting or a documented decline in the number of severe malnutrition cases 
requiring in-patient treatment.   

 17,497 children diagnosed with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) are currently being treated 
through the out-patient therapeutic nutrition program.  UNICEF continues to provide all nutritional 
supplies for this national emergency out-patient program.   

 Currently, 63,679 children are known to have moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) and are 
receiving supplementary food.     

 This week, 2,800 cartons of RUTF were dispatched to Mandera East District as part of the routine 
replenishment process. 

 
Dadaab Refugee Camps 

 This week, 420 children under five years were receiving in-patient treatment for severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) at the stabilization centres in the Dadaab camps.  The approximate length of 
stay for children requiring these in-patient treatment services is seven days.  

 The therapeutic nutritional out-patient program is currently treating 3,743 children.  From January-
July 2011, 13,980 children under five have been admitted into this program.   

 
Child Protection 
 

Drought Affected Areas 

 In response to a reported upsurge in cases of sexual abuse, streetchildren, and school dropouts,
4
 

UNICEF is helping to build the capacity of the Department of Children Services (DCS) in major 
urban centres hardest hit by the drought, namely Eldoret, Lodwar, and Garissa.  This will include 
the recruitment and placement of social workers with NGO partners to work collaboratively with 
DCS staff on interventions prioritized by the sector.  

 New partnership agreements are being finalized with Lutheran World Federation in Kakuma; 
World Vision in Lodwar, Lokori, Kainuk and Soin; and AMREF in other underserved drought-
affected areas.  These partnerships will result in the expansion of child protection interventions to 
include the establishment of child-friendly spaces; strengthening of foster parent initiatives; and 
collecting data for the Child Protection Information Management System. 

 
Dadaab Refugee Camps 

 Inter-Country collaboration on the identification and processing of children with acute protection 
concerns (i.e.  separated children; child-headed households; abused children; etc.) continued this 
week.  As a result of continued UNICEF advocacy, further government support was extended at 
the local level for implementation of the established vulnerability screening system. 

 A Best Interest Determination (BID) panel was convened in Ifo camp this week with a focus on the 
follow-up of cases of unaccompanied children.  The panel comprises five agencies, including 
UNICEF’s partner Save the Children UK (SC-UK) 

 
Communication for Development (C4D) 
 

Drought Affected Areas 

 This week, live interactive radio programs involving call-in participation from listeners was added 
thus reinforcing the participation element in behaviour change.   

 UNICEF has provided financial and technical support to the National AIDS Control Program 
(NASCOP) to undertake HIV & AIDS prevention and referral awareness building activities.   

 
 
Dadaab Refugee Camps 

 With UNICEF-provided C4D materials and technical support, the MPHS Department of Health 
Promotion is currently training 40 CHWs in Dadaab on effective techniques for household-level 
health promotion.   

 Through partnership with the Inter-Religious Council of Kenya (IRCK), local religious leaders have 
been mobilized to provide outreach services within the camps and primarily communicate child 
survival and child protection messages. 
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FUNDING 

 

 
NEXT SITREP: 
12 September 2011 Monthly SitRep (extended version) 

For further information, please contact: 
Olivia Yambi 
Representative 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Telephone: +254-722-520-227 
E-mail:  oyambi@unicef.org 

Juan Ortiz 
Deputy Representative 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Telephone: +254-722-529-714 
E-mail: juortiz@unicef.org 

Runar Soerensen 
Emergency Coordinator  
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Telephone: +254-705-262-289 
E-mail:  rsoerensen@unicef.org 

Annamaria Watrin 
OpsCen Information Officer 
Kenya Country Office 
Country:  Kenya 
Telephone: +254-715-422-954 
E-mail:  awatrin@unicef.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


