
This report is produced by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in collaboration with humanitarian 
partners. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. North-South population movements 
 
Returns from Sudan to South Sudan continued over the past week with some 4,880 returnees arriving in South 
Sudan between 10-16 August, mainly on trains organised by the Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian 
Works (CVHW)/the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) IDP Centre, as well as on barges organised by the 
CVHW/HAC IDP Centre and IOM. The number of returnees who have arrived in South Sudan since 30 October 
2011 now stands at more than 333,000 people.  
 
The CVHW/IDP Centre-organised trains bound for Aweil and Wau departed Khartoum on 2 August and Kosti on 4 
August, arrived in Aweil in South Sudan on 13 August. The train was delayed for several days in Meiram (South 
Kordofan State) because of a hold-up organised by an armed group; eventually, both passenger and luggage 
trains were allowed to pass safely. IOM reported that the other train reached Wau on 18 August. When 
interviewed upon arrival, none of the passengers reported any looting or attacks on the passenger trains. There 
were also reports of attacks and looting on a commercial train that was not part of this movement 
 
The IDP Centre/IOM-organised barge that departed Kosti on 26 July arrived in Juba port on 12 August. The 
second IDP Centre/IOM-organised convoy of barges bound for Juba departed Kosti on 14 August.  
 
IOM’s target, under a Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) funded project, is to support the CVHW/HAC IDP 
Centre to return 7,000 people from the overcrowded Kosti way station to South Sudan. A major challenge for the 
operation is the enormous amount of luggage the returnees have. IOM had to secure extra funding to hire 
additional barges just for their luggage. With the ratio of luggage-to-passenger barges now uneven, and the 
technical limitation of four barges per pusher, the 7,000 passengers has been split over four convoys of barges 
with two pushers per each convoy.  
 
So far, a total of 4,611 people have been moved from Kosti. The first convoy (which arrived in Juba on 12 August) 
transported 3,047 returnees; the second convoy which departed Kosti on 14 August had 1,564 passengers on-
board. The remaining 2,389 returnees will be split over the next two convoys to depart from Kosti in the coming 
month. Luggage loading for the third convoy commenced on 17 August and it is expected to leave Kosti on 22 
August.  
 
Each convoy of barges has a certified medical team on-board consisting of one medical doctor, one nurse and 
one midwife. IOM reported that a clinic is established in a room within the pusher and medicines and medical 
equipment are also provided.  
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Key Points 
• Intermittent fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan People’s Liberation 

Movement-North (SPLM-N) combatants continues in parts of South Kordofan State. 
• Access restrictions continue to limit the ability of humanitarian organisations to provide relief 

assistance to affected populations in South Kordofan. 
• Returns to South Sudan continue by trains and barge, with 4,880 returnees arriving over the past 

week. 
• UNISFA deployment to Abyei area continues; access to Agok is a challenge due to poor road 

conditions as a result of heavy rains. 
• Continued dry spell in North Darfur is a concern for food security and livelihoods. 
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Kosti 
On 13 August, HAC reported that the way station was closed but approximately 200 returnees continued to arrive 
at the Kosti way station per day. UNHCR’s registration team is in Kosti to assist the registration officers in using 
the new registration form and starting up the new revised process. After three days, the total registered population 
reached 2,024 people, according to UNHCR. 
 
Fellowship for African Relief (FAR) has responded to nine new cases of severely malnourished children, and 23 
cases of moderately malnourished children, at the Kosti way station. Nutritionists in Khartoum have been 
contacted to identify ways of reducing malnutrition in Kosti.  
 
The water quality is an ongoing concern at the way station. Investigations into the water supply problems are 
underway with the UNICEF team from Khartoum, the Water and Environmental Sanitation (WES) department. 
 
UNHCR is working with the registration team to identify persons with vulnerabilities and refer them to IOM for 
additional consideration for the upcoming barges, or for providing alternative transportation. 
 
Southerners in Khartoum State 
Bus movements from various states of Sudan, including Khartoum, to Renk in South Sudan continue. However, 
the Returns Sector does not support these movements, as moving people just across the border to Renk is not 
helpful for the majority of returnees due to the limited services on the ground and insufficient onward 
transportation. IOM has funding to support the Returns Task Force to return 12,000 persons who are currently at 
27 departure points in and around Khartoum. Returns to Renk, however, will be supported only in cases where 
returnees’ final destination is Renk. The Returns Sector continues to advocate for the use of the Kosti way station 
as a key transit point for movements from Sudan to South Sudan. 
 
Return and protection monitoring teams visited the El Salama departure point in Khartoum on 15 August. 
Community leaders reported that a lack of livelihood opportunities and access to health services are the main 
concerns. According to the community leaders, 159 families share one pit latrine.  
 
Meanwhile, the Protection Sector reported that the identification of persons in the departure points who require 
alternative transportation will begin next week. IOM will be assisted by UNHCR to identify such cases. Criteria 
have been developed to assist in the identification of vulnerable people who require alternative transport. 
 
 
2. Three Protocol Areas 
 
Abyei 
The deployment of Ethiopian peacekeepers, as part of the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA), 
continues. By 18 August, 1,062 troops have been deployed to Abyei town; 166 to Diffra; 126 to Agok; and 275 are 
currently in Kadugli. The total number of deployed military and civilian personnel to UNISFA reached almost 1,800 
people. 
 
Meanwhile, access to Agok is still a major challenge due to the poor road conditions from Warrap state in South 
Sudan during the rainy season. UNHAS flights to Agok have been suspended since the security incidents in May-
June. 
 
While schools in Agok officially opened and children are being registered for the new school year, regular classes 
have not yet resumed. UNICEF reported that 13 school-in-a-box kits were delivered to Abyei education actors in 
Agok, which will benefit 1,040 students this year. 
 
South Kordofan 
The security situation in South Kordofan State remains tense and volatile. Intermittent fighting between Sudan 
Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-North), including air strikes, has 
been reported in various localities.  
 
Humanitarian partners in South Sudan estimate that some 3,800 people displaced by fighting in South Kordofan 
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had arrived in Pariang County, Unity State, by 19 August. UNHCR is conducting an initial registration to confirm 
actual numbers. There is an ongoing response to the displaced; nutrition partners conducted a survey and 
initiated a therapeutic feeding program to those requiring assistance. 
 
International humanitarian organisations continued to face access restrictions throughout the State. Over 200,000 
people are estimated to have been either displaced or severely affected by the fighting that erupted on 6 June. In 
areas outside government control, humanitarian activities have been conducted mainly through the limited 
number of national and international staff present before the fighting erupted. Advocacy efforts for greater access 
continue at all levels. 
 
In the weeks that followed the outbreak of fighting, vulnerable civilian populations were able to benefit from the 
distribution of pre-positioned stocks as part of humanitarian contingency planning efforts. Two and a half months 
into the conflict, most of these pre-positioned supplies have now been distributed. The replenishment of stocks 
has not been possible in most areas affected by the fighting due to the continued restrictions on movements of 
supplies and staff.  
 
By 18 August, WFP and partners had assisted 134,946 conflict-affected people in South Kordofan with over 1,389 
metric tons of emergency food rations.  
 
For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Situation Reports on South Kordofan available at 
www.unsudanig.org.  
 
Blue Nile 
The situation in Blue Nile State remains calm but unpredictable. UN agencies and NGOs are still required to 
obtain permits from HAC to travel outside Damazine or Kurmuk. The Protection Sector reported that there was 
increased monitoring of travel permits at checkpoints, with SAF at the posts at night. 
 
UNHCR received a letter from the HAC office in Kurmuk requesting NFI assistance to 82 newly arrived IDPs from 
South Kordofan. WFP and UNHCR are working with HAC to address the emergency displacement of the IDPs 
from South Kordofan and Abyei. So far, WFP has provided 245 food vouchers and UNHCR has targeted the most 
vulnerable with 211 NFI kits.  
 
UNHCR offices in Ethiopia confirmed that approximately 50 new people have been registered from the Abyei area 
and South Kordofan since 5 August. In total, 458 refugees have been registered by UNHCR offices in Sherkole 
and Assosa in Ethiopia.  
 
Heavy rains experienced in the Kurmuk locality rendered most areas of the locality inaccessible. Flash floods 
caused by heavy rains have also affected low-lying areas of Tadamon locality. As a result of the floods, 65 
houses in Agadi village were destroyed and another 35 homes damaged.  
 
 
3. Darfur 
 
Distributions of humanitarian assistance, West Darfur 
UNICEF was able to send primary health care supplies to the Golo hospital and Killin clinic, and medical supplies 
were also sent to Nertiti, Thur, Golo and Killin in West Jebel Mara. An inter-agency team conducted missions to 
all these formerly inaccessible areas following easing of government restrictions. 
 
The Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) has distributed 350 MT of assorted food commodities to 38,000 
beneficiaries in Jamaa, Hujaj, Ryadh, Durti and Gokar IDP camps. Distributions are ongoing in Abuzar IDP Camp. 
 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) planned distributions for the month of July did not take place in Warda, Jemeiza, 
Um Haraz, Buri City, Buri Nomads, Batro, Wadi Bardei and Hajar Laban locations in West Darfur. The delay is 
mainly due to transportation problems, as transporters are refusing to deliver food to these locations citing 
insecurity and poor road conditions. 
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Concerns of continued dry spell in North Darfur 
FAO and the Ministry of Animal Resources have reported a concentration of livestock in Sayah and Dar el Salam 
areas in North Darfur as these areas still have good grazing land. Many other areas of North Darfur are becoming 
arid due to a lack of rains during the months of June and July. Authorities in the State are concerned at the 
possibility of livestock disease outbreak, potential clashes over limited water and grazing, and death of livestock 
due to the lack of water and pasture. The North Darfur Livestock Sub-Working Group will conduct a livestock 
vaccination campaign, and will encourage herders to sell part of their livestock in order to maintain manageable 
herds in case the dry spell continues.  
 
The State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA) and FAO reported that planting activities did not start until the first week 
of August in many parts of the state, including Mellit, Sayah, and Malha due to the continued dry spell. Most wadis 
have not flooded yet which is an abnormal delay for this time of the year. Farmers dependent on the cultivation of 
clay soils along the wadi banks are concerned about the potential impact on winter cultivation. In response, the 
SMoA formed an emergency committee to monitor the current rainy season and farming activities. This committee 
will conduct regular field visits to follow up on the performance of the agricultural season and will keep the 
relevant actors updated. A rapid assessment is planned for early September.  
  
WFP Milling Voucher Programme, North Darfur 
WFP reported that their Milling Food Voucher Programme covers 14 different food items and targets general food 
distribution beneficiaries. According to WFP, the benefits of the programme include access to a diversified food 
basket with locally preferred items; mitigates sale of food aid in kind for other commodities; creates incentives in 
the local economy; and maximises money transferred to beneficiaries.  
 
In North Darfur, the Milling Voucher Programme implemented in El Fasher town reaches 35,523 people, and 
reaches 54,500 people in Saraf Omra. In November, the programme should expand to Abu Shouk and Al Salam 
IDP camps, targeting 103,000 people and in Kebkabiya town, targeting 69,000 people. WFP expects the main 
challenges of the programme to be sensitisation of the beneficiaries; timely payment of the contracted traders; 
and the limited capacity of implementing partners.  
 
Land issues in Zamzam IDP camp 
Community leaders and the head of farmers in Zamzam new extension area (Zamzam B) informed OCHA that 
farmers who gave up their land in 2009 to accommodate new IDPs that had fled the clashes in Muhajeria in South 
Darfur are now claiming back their land. The farmers complained that, according to the agreement they signed 
with HAC and the Darfur Transitional Authority, they were to receive food from local authorities as compensation 
for losing their farms. The famers claim to have only received food aid on two occasions, contrary to the 
agreement. The farmers reported that they have had many discussions with HAC to resolve the matter but HAC 
indicated that the commission did not have resources to meet the obligations of the agreement. Community 
leaders fear potential tension or conflict between the IDPs and the farmers if the matter is not resolved soon.  
 
Flooding in Tulus town, South Darfur 
HAC and community leaders in Tulus, West Darfur, reported that due to heavy rains the Bulbul River has flooded 
in the western part of Tulus town on 14 August. The Deputy Commissioner of Tulus locality reported that the 
flooding affected 696 houses and displaced 3,475 people to higher ground areas within the town. According to the 
UNAMID team site in Tulus, the priority response is to use sandbags to prevent further flooding of the river into 
the town. An inter-agency mission will take place to assess the situation and needs of the affected household.  
 
Authorities stop work of national NGO in South Darfur 
On 16 August, HAC issued a directive stopping the activities of the national NGO, Peace Platform organisation, 
with immediate effect. The police accused the national NGO of selling NFIs intended for IDPs in the local markets 
in Nyala. The Peace Platform organisation is an implementing partner of WFP-Logistics Coordination Unit (LCU) 
for distribution of NFIs in El-Salam IDP Camp, Tulus and Marla, South Darfur. 


