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This Floods and landslides update is issued by the UN RCHC Office with input from UN Field Coordination 

Offices and other partners. The next update will be issued based on the evolving situation. 

Situation Update: 

Floods and landslides triggered by heavy monsoon rains in the hilly districts of Nepal since June 
2011 have caused various degrees of damage in the country. Since June, floods and landslides 
have made rivers swell, damaged several houses and obstructed roads in various parts of the 
country. A total of 358 families (1,826 people) were affected by the monsoon related calamities 
across the country, according to the National Emergency Operational Centre (NEOC). To date, at 
least 65 people were reportedly killed and 24 missing in 44 districts (see attached map) across 
country. 

Mid and Far Western Region:  Landslides in the first two weeks of July caused 24 deaths in five 

districts of Far and Mid Western hills. Landslides on 15 July killed 13 people in Rukum and three in 
Jajarkot District. Likewise, six people were reportedly killed in Achham and one in Surkhet district 
due to floods. 

Continuous rain led to a rise in water levels in Mahakali River and erosion of the riverbank 
downstream. The highest rate of water flow recorded was 100,000 cubic meter per second (cusec) 
on 16 July, stopping transportation over the Banbasa bridge for the day. People from high risk 
areas were evacuated and 20 families were relocated near the Gaddachauki, Bhujela. The NRCS 
provided non food items and tarpaulins. 

The increase in the Mahakali River level raised fears of floods among communities in Bhujela, 
Odali, Pipraiya and Badaipur. NRCS Kanchanpur has conducted a vulnerability assessment and 
so far identified 149 houses as vulnerable, which are located between 5 to 100 metres away from 
the river bank. While the detailed information is being compiled, 27 houses situated within 5-20 
meters from the river bank have been identified as highly vulnerable. 

Weak river embankments caused about 150 metres of erosion annually in Mahakali River, which 
increases risks for floods destroying crops and houses every year.  

On 19 July, continuous rain caused floods in Tikapur Muncipality, Shaktinagar in Kailali district 
damaged several houses and affected 65 families. The Armed Police Force, NRCS and other 
humanitarian agencies supported the relocation of the affected people. Humanitarian agencies 
including NRCS and Save the Children are conducting an initial assessment of the impact.  

Central Region: Total of 14 deaths was reported from the central region including three from 
landslides in Nuwakot (source NEOC) district.  

Water from Narayani River caused an overflow of the Gandaki canal on 1 July, inundating fields 
and houses before reaching the downstream outlet into the river.  

In Jhanjhane, Mangalpur VDC of Chitwan district, 87 families were affected by the floods and 
temporarily displaced for two days. Ten of the affected families took shelter in a local school, 30 
families in Community Forestry User Group (CFUGs) building and others stayed with neighbours 
and relatives until the water receded. While there was no human casualty or damage to the 
houses, losses of livestock, kitchen utensils, paddy seedlings, maize crops and clothing were 
reported. Paddy planting has resumed upon the return of the affected people. Following five 
reported cases of eye irritation among the flood affected people, Seti CFUG and NRCS are closely 
monitoring health related problems.  
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Eastern Region:  

There are no major natural calamity related events in the Eastern Region, despite heavy rains, 
reported from the hilly districts. A minor landslide was reported in Taplejung, Khotang and 
Sankhuwasabha Districts with no damage to houses or cultivated lands. A number of houses in 
Jaleswari VDC of Khotang district were reportedly vulnerable to landslides due to heavy rainfall. 
Rise in water levels and minor floods were observed in Ratuwa, Siduwa and Jhajo rivers in Ilam 
District but no damage reported. Total of five deaths reported from floods from the eastern terai 
districts (Source NEOC).  

There was increased water pressure on the eastern embankments of the Koshi River, in particular 
in Barahachhetra, Manhendranagar and Prakashpur villages of Sunsari District but due to regular 
maintenance of spurs the situation is under control. In Jhapa District, due to a flash flood in Biring 
River four families in Dangibari villages have been displaced.  

Response to date:  

UNICEF has provided 18,000 water purification tablets to the affected families through NRCS and 
Primary Health Center. NRCS, PHC and Seti CFUGs implement awareness-raising programmes 
on health and sanitation. District Disaster Relief Committee (DDRC) will provide Rs 1,000 to each 
flood and landslide affected family. 

DDRCs of the respective districts closely monitor the situation and consolidate information through 
their local networks.  

According to the Ministry of Home Affairs, local authorities from the monsoon affected districts are 
effectively overseeing the flood and landslide response efforts. The response capacity of local 
authorities was built through comprehensive district disaster preparedness for response exercises 
that engage all partners, including the UN, NRCS, and non-government organisations (NGOs) 
supported by the UN RCHCO. A total of 31 districts completed the preparation of District Disaster 
Preparedness and Response Plans and the remaining 44 districts are at the final stages. This 
preparedness for disasters ensures that district authorities can manage and lead a rapid and 
targeted response, which reduces the humanitarian impact of floods and landslides on families. 
The UN Field Coordination Offices (UNFCO) in Dadeldhura, Nepalgunj, Bharatpur and Biratnagar 
coordinate with all concerned agencies including DDRCs, NRCS, UN, NGOs and others to monitor 
the monsoon and prepare for a potential response. 

CONTACT 
 

RCHCO Field Coordination Offices: 

Bharatpur – Mr. Sylvain Merlen  
Email: sylvain.merlen@one.un.org, 
Mobile: 98511 19928 

Biratnagar – Mr. Andrew Martin 
Email: Andrew.Martin@one.un.org 
Mobile: 98510 01659  

Dadeldhura – Ms. Marlies Bull  
Email: Marlies.Bull@one.un.org  

 

Mobile: 98511 19926 

RCHCO Kathmandu: 

George Murray 

Email:murray1@un.org 

Mobile: 9851107306 

Rita Dhakal   
Email: Dhakal@un.org 
Mobile: 98510 72938 

Nepalgunj – Mr. Zahir Sadeque  
Email: zahir.sadeque@one.un.org 
Mobile: 98580 21752 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit the UN Nepal Information Platform at http://www.un.org.np 
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