
 
 
Food Outlook 
According to the latest Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) and WFP joint food security report, the 
cumulative effects of the failed October to December 2010 rains and the insignificant contribution of early 2011 rains means 
that food security in lowland and pastoral areas will be classified at emergency levels in the coming months until the next 
rainy season between October and December 2011. The report adds that significant reduction in herd size (60-80% for cattle, 
25-35% for shoats, and 25-40% for camels) has been reported as a result of water and pasture shortages in the southern 
zones of Somali, lowland areas of Oromia Region (including Bale, Borena, and Guji zones) and in South Omo, SNNPR, in 
addition to significant reduction in productivity resulting in poor milk availability. Moreover, the purchasing capacity of pastoral 
and agro-pastoral communities is poor due to unfavorable livestock-to-cereal terms of trade caused by increases in food 
prices against low prices of livestock and reduced demand.  
 

The below-average performance of the 2011 rains is also likely to result in poor belg harvests in parts of the eastern meher-
producing areas, including parts of southern Tigray; Oromia and North Shewa zones of Amhara; and East and West 
Harerghe zones of Oromia regions. Furthermore, prospects for harvests of short- and long-cycle crops in July and 
December/January are low, as planting has been significantly affected by the late and insufficient rains. The June to 
December lean season, coupled with the upcoming dry weather conditions in many lowland/pastoral areas, is expected to 
exacerbate the food security situation. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org & Ethiopia@fews.net 
 
Market Watch 
WFP's April Market Watch reports that the country-level consumer price index has increased by 34.7 per cent food, with the 
consumer food price index increasing by 40.7 percent and cereal price index by 27.5 percent, in May 2011 as compared to 
the same month last year. International maize, wheat and sorghum prices remained high in May 2011 and thus import parity 
prices stood above the 2008 and 2009 levels. In May 2011, the import parity prices at Addis Ababa stood at US$ 584 per MT 
for maize, at $562 per MT for wheat and at $450 per MT for sorghum. Wholesale prices of cereals have increased 
continuously for the last four months and currently the prices of maize and wheat stand above the same months from 2008 to 
2010. Out of the 23 monitored markets, maize price climbed up in 20 markets. Contrary to seasonal trends, maize prices in 
most SNNPR markets are similar to those in deficit markets. Meanwhile, the Ethiopian Government has lifted the ceiling 
prices imposed on basic food and non-food commodities except for wheat flour, edible oil (palm oil) and sugar. The Ethiopian 
Grain Trade Enterprise has started the distribution of wheat at subsidized prices to millers so that bakeries can maintain an 
affordable selling price.  For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
WASH Update 
Although the late gu/ganna rains temporarily relieved the severe water shortages and led to reduction in water trucking 
operations, some pocket areas continue to depend on water trucking for their supply of clean water. At present in Oromia 
region, 22 water trucks are required, out of which 18 are deployed and providing water trucking in West Arsi (2 trucks) and 
Borena (16 trucks) with the support of Government, UNICEF and NGOs (GOAL, AFD and CONCERN). The NGO Concern is 
preparing to deploy an additional truck in Dillo woreda (Borena zone).  In Somali, where water trucking has been ongoing in 
pocket areas, Save the Children US undertook a rapid assessment with woreda officials in Moyale and Hudet woredas (Liben 
zone), the results of which showed a need to resume water trucking in those woredas. Save the Children US will resume 
water rationing with funding from the Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF). In Afar, water trucking continues in Bidu, Dupti, 
Elidar, Erebti Kurri, and Yalo woredas. In Amhara, water trucking is ongoing in Minjar Shenkora and East Belesa woredas. 
Ten water trucks are deployed in Tigray region, including in Ahferom, Geter Adwa, Raya Azebo, Shire and Tsegede woredas. 
For more information, contact: aayele@unicef.org 
 

Health Update 
According to the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Institute (EHNRI), the number of new measles cases reported between 20 
and 27 June decreased from 114 to 2 cases. The two cases were reported in Addis Ababa. However, the measles epidemic 
is ongoing in SNNPR, with outbreaks reported in Arba Minch (Gamo Gofa zone), Hadero Tunto (Kembata Tembaro), Hamer, 
Selamgo, and Bena Tsemay (South Omo) and in Halaba special woreda. EHNRI also received reports of a possible measles 
epidemic from Begi woreda (West Wollega zone) and sent a team to investigate. Over the past four weeks, total reported 
cases were nearly 270, with no deaths. Meanwhile,during the same week, 13 suspected cases of acute watery diarrhoea 
(AWD) were reported from Galadi woreda (Warder zone, Somali Region). Between 6 and 26 June, EHNRI received reports 
of nearly 200 cases of AWD from Somali region, including from parts of Fik, Shinile and Warder zones). UNICEF had pre-
positonned case treatment center kits and sent emergency drug kits to support case management.  In collaboration with the 
Regional Health Bureau (RHB), WHO and partners are strengthening disease surveillance and monitoring health-related 
emergencies in Amhara, Gambella, Oromia and SNNPR. In SNNPR, support has been provided for assessment of 
community-level surveillance in 34 woredas of eight zones (Gamo Gofa, Gurage, Hadiya, Kembata Tembaro, Segen Selti, 
Sidama and Wolayita). In Amhara, WHO supported the assessment of the current status in health emergency preparedness 
in North Shewa and Oromia zones in light of AWD outbreak risks. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
 

 

mailto:ocha-eth@un.org
mailto:wfp.addisababa@wfp.org
mailto:aayele@unicef.org
mailto:who-wro@et.efro.who.int
mailto:who-wro@et.efro.who.int

