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1. North-South population movements 
 
There has been a marked increase in the number of southern returnees arriving in Kosti from various parts of 
northern Sudan over the past week as part of their intended journey to the south. However, insecurity in border 
areas between northern and southern Sudan and limited number of barges to transport returnees to various 
destinations in southern Sudan continue to impact their onward movement.  
 
The cumulative number of returnees who have arrived in southern Sudan since the end of October 2010 stands at 
approximately 306,700.  
 
In Pariang County in Unity State, southern Sudan some 100 returnees bound for Warrap and Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal were stranded in Jaw payam during an air attack there on 9 June. They arrived in Bentiu on 15 June and 
local authorities are working to arrange their onward transportation. Border tensions and the attack in Jaw also 
caused four buses of returnees to be left at the north-south junction in the Higlig area. Local government officials 
are working to arrange the group’s onward movement.  
 
A group of 135 returnees in an area near the UNMIS compound outside Kadugli, South Kordofan, where 
thousands of displaced people have sought refuge, needs assistance to move to southern Sudan. They were 
extracted from the IOM way station in Kadugli town and brought to the area near the UNMIS compound after 
fighting erupted in Kadugli. Land transportation is impeded by ongoing insecurity in parts of the State and aerial 
relocation is not available at the moment due to the closure of airspace in Kadugli. Protection sector reported that 
consultations are ongoing to facilitate the transportation of this group to the nearest safe heaven.  
 
A barge from Kosti bound for Greater Equatoria organised by the Government of National Unity is due to arrive in 
Juba between 17 and 18 June, carrying approximately 900 returnees.  
 
Kosti 
UNHCR and partners reported that the rate of southern returnees arriving in Kosti way station has increased over 
the past week to an average of 400 people per day. This increase may be attributed to an announcement from the 
Government of Sudan indicating that all returnees will be provided with transportation to the South from Kosti. 
According to the NGO FAR, the estimated number of returnees at the Kosti way station is more than 9,000 
people. On 16 June, UNICEF reported that the number of returnees in Kosti is expected to reach 14,000 soon as 
panic over the status and rights of southerners in northern Sudan grows. The way station is congested, with 
returnees settling outside and beyond the way station perimeter. The construction of additional shelters outside 
the way station has not begun as FAR has still not received all the necessary authorisations. The Humanitarian 
Aid Commission (HAC) has agreed that UN agencies and partners construct temporary latrines outside the way 

Sudan 
Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin 
10 - 16 June 2011  

 
 

 

Key Points 
• Ongoing conflict in South Kordofan displaces some 73,000 people. 
• The humanitarian response to those affected by the Abyei crisis is ongoing. Partners now 

estimate that more than 112,000 people have been displaced. 
• Despite the deterioration in the security situation in Unity, southern Sudan limited relief 

continues to those affected by the conflict. 
• More than 9,000 returnees at the Kosti way station are waiting for transport assistance to 

continue their journey to southern Sudan. 
• Movement restrictions in South Darfur lifted. 
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station perimeter. UNICEF is planning to install an additional water system and distribution points to increase the 
capacity to support up to 15,000 people at the way station. On 15 June, a barge left the Kosti way station for 
southern Sudan with an estimated 1,000 returnees. 
 

Number of returnees at the Kosti way station 
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Southerners in Khartoum State 
The outcomes of the joint UN and Commission for Voluntary Humanitarian Work (CVHW) needs assessment of 
20,000-25,000 of the most vulnerable southerners waiting at departure points in Khartoum conducted on 7-8 June 
have been finalised. Key findings indicate that there are needs for mobile clinics; therapeutic feeding to target the 
most vulnerable; drinking water; latrines; non-food items (NFIs) in some locations; security, and child-friendly 
spaces. 
 
Approximately 4,000 returnees are currently “out in the open” at the South Khartoum Railway Station near Jebel 
Aulia awaiting trains to transport them to southern Sudan. Limited water supply and some sanitation are being 
provided by the UNHCR and CVHW. WASH sector will support the Public Water Corporation to install a water 
tank that will be refilled from the public water system, which will solve water shortage at the station. 
 
South-North Movements 
WFP is providing food assistance to some 9,000 northern returnees in the localities of Al Hudieb and Al Dub 
Karya in White Nile State. In Al Dub Karya, returnees receive food assistance for two and a half months and in Al 
Hudied for one month. UN Agencies and NGO partners are providing additional sector driven assistance in these 
two communities. 
 
 
2. Southern Sudan 
 
Humanitarian partners respond to displaced in Unity, despite deterioration of security  
The security situation in Unity State further deteriorated over the week, with reports of the aerial bombardment of 
the Jaw area in Pariang County (on the border with South Kordofan) from 9-11 June and again on 13 June. Initial 
reports indicate that some 1,900 people were displaced southwards to Panyang, Yida and Pariang towns in 
Pariang County, and that additional displaced are still hiding in the bush. Additional unconfirmed reports indicated 
that some people residing near the Jaw area fled northwards, into South Kordofan State. A mission to Panyang 
and Pariang towns took place on 11 and 12 June to observe the situation, and humanitarian agencies are now 
preparing to deliver one-month food rations, NFIs and WASH, to the initial 1,400 displaced in the coming days. 
Response to the remaining displaced will be addressed in the coming week. 
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Humanitarian partners also continued to respond to those affected by the fighting between the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) and rebel militia groups in Mayom County, which began in mid-April. Insecurity and the 
threat of newly laid mines continue to restrict access to the areas hardest hit, however humanitarian actors are 
providing assistance to affected populations in accessible areas. From 8-16 June, an inter-agency assessment 
took place to verify and assess an estimated 8,000 persons displaced to Rubkona County. Also assessed during 
this period were 3,740 individuals who are reported to have fled to Bentiu. In Leer County, the response began to 
115 households who were displaced to Rier and Kut during inter-communal fighting across the border in Jonglei 
between 1 and 2 June, with Save the Children providing NFIs to the affected.  
 
Humanitarian response to Abyei crisis ongoing  
The response to those displaced by the conflict in Abyei continues. As of 15 June, the total estimated reported 
number of persons displaced stood at approximately 112,800. IOM and the Southern Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) have registered some 90,400 displaced persons.  
 
Despite official reopening, border closure impacts continue to be felt 
While the three main supply routes on the North-South border are reportedly officially open to commercial traffic 
heading southward, flows of commercial goods into the South has remained highly limited. Shortages in fuel, food 
and other commodities continued to disrupt the lives of civilians and humanitarian operations. The conflict in 
South Kordofan has further limited use of the Unity trade route. Limited traffic also passed through Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal due to ongoing border tensions and the Abyei-Agok route remained blocked due to the conflict in Abyei. 
Only the Upper Nile border reported flows of commercial traffic, though these were at reduced levels as well.  
 
Relief ongoing to conflict-affected displaced in Upper Nile  
The humanitarian response continued to the displaced in Renk and Manyo counties in Upper Nile, who fled the 
SAF occupation of the border town Kuek-South on 19 May. Local authorities reported that 2,820 individuals were 
affected by the conflict. In Manyo County, humanitarian actors distributed NFIs to some 2,000 individuals on 2 
June, with the remaining displaced receiving NFIs when capacity permits. Food rations for one month were 
postponed due to insecurity but are expected to begin in the coming days. In Renk, food distribution for one 
month began on 15 June, after being delayed by heavy rains.  
 
In Jonglei the response continues to displaced persons  
Relief efforts continued to populations in Old Fangak and Khorfulus in Pigi County affected by the fighting 
between SPLA and rebel militia groups between March and April in northern Jonglei. In the Old Fangak area, 
humanitarian actors began distribution of food rations for two weeks to 1,800 households on 9 June. Seeds, tools 
and NFI distributions are also ongoing. In Khorfulus, partners were expected to begin the distribution of NFIs on 
14 June. In Pochalla Payam in Pochalla County, an assessment began on 12 June in response to a request by 
the Pochalla County Commissioner to provide humanitarian assistance to those affected by inter-communal 
fighting and food insecurity. Conflicting reports have been received regarding the current location of the estimated 
20,000 Lou Nuer who crossed into the Gambela region of Ethiopia in mid-May because of fears of attack by the 
Murle, though UNHCR and other actors in Ethiopia had reported the return of the Lou Nuer to Akobo County in 
southern Sudan.  
 
Outbreak of fighting in Warrap State 
On 13 June, local authorities reported that rebel militia forces from Unity attacked Alabek and Akop payams in 
Tonj North County in Warrap State. The SSRRC reported that some 34 people were killed, but further information 
is required to verify the casualties and any persons displaced because of the incident. Local authorities report that 
there is no need for any humanitarian response. Humanitarian actors are closely monitoring the situation. 
 
 
3. Three Protocol Areas 
 
Abyei 
On the morning of 15 June, shelling was reported in the vicinity of Abyei town. The response to those displaced 
by the conflict in Abyei continues. As of 16 June, the total estimated number of people displaced from Abyei area 
stood at approximately 112,800. For more information, please refer to OCHA’s Abyei Situation Reports available 
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at www.unsudanig.org.  
 
South Kordofan 
Fighting continued in parts of the South Kordofan State throughout the reporting period. Artillery shelling was 
reported around Kadugli town while heavy fighting, including aerial bombardment, took place in the area of Kauda 
and Heiban. Kadugli airport remained closed for UN flights. This limits the ability of humanitarian organisations to 
re-supply their stocks in Kadugli town or relocate their staff. More than 73,000 people have been displaced by the 
fighting. On 16 June, WFP reported that 26,500 people fleeing fighting in South Kordofan had received food 
assistance. For more information on the situation in South Kordofan and surroundings, please refer to OCHA 
Situation Reports on South Kordofan available at www.unsudanig.org.  
 
 
4. Darfur 
 
Movement restrictions in South Darfur lifted 
UNDSS and UNAMID have reported that the government restriction on movements in South Darfur beyond a 
15km radius out of Nyala town has been lifted. As a result of this, UNAMID is currently providing armed escorts 
for several humanitarian convoys from Nyala to Kass, El Daien and Khor Abeche. The requirement of notifying 
HAC about any field missions remains in place. Government restriction on movements in the state was in place 
from 17 May due to military operations in the area and security threats.  
 
Violent confrontations in Hassahisa IDP camp, West Darfur 
OCHA has been informed by a community leader from the Hassahissa IDP camp, near Zalingei in West Darfur, 
that humanitarian actors can resume their operations in the camp. The operations in the camp were suspended 
as a result of violent confrontations between IDP groups inside the camp that took place on 7-9 June and resulted 
in 11 deaths, five injuries and 15 houses torched. Confrontations seem to stem from disputes related to political 
affiliations and reports of money extortion for some armed movements. Humanitarian actors will be sending an 
inter-agency mission to the camp shortly to identify and verify the magnitude of damage incurred during the 
incidents.  
 
Update from Zamzam IDP camp, North Darfur 
At a meeting with humanitarian organisations operating in Zamzam IDP camp in North Darfur this week, 
community leaders from the camp expressed their concerns over the security situation in the camp. They reported 
cases of shootings and theft in the camp and requested urgent measures to tackle the issue. According to the 
community leaders and IDPs, the issue is related to the recent deployment of the Central Reserve police (CRP) in 
the camp. OCHA, UNAMID and the Protection sector met on 14 June and agreed to strengthen UNAMID 
presence and patrols in and around the camp, but also to raise the activities and conduct of the CRP in the camp 
with the authorities. The community leaders also reported that schools in the camp were yet to open almost two 
weeks after the school term started. Plan Sudan informed the community leaders that an agreement has been 
reached with Salam Sudan, a national NGO, to run the kindergartens in the camp. 
 
Pre-positioning of NFIs ahead of rainy season 
As of 14 June, WFP/LCU dispatched NFIs for 85,470 people in various locations in South Darfur in preparation for 
the upcoming rainy season. The total North Darfur target for rainy season NFI distributions is 103,085 people. 
 
Returnees from Libya in South Darfur 
On 14 June, a representative of a group of Sudanese returnees who arrived in South Darfur from Libya reported 
that 130 people arrived in Nyala from Libya. The returnees need support in terms of food, shelter and livelihoods 
assistance as they left Libya with nothing. The representative also reported that more returnees from Libya are 
expected in the coming days.  
 
West Jebel Marra response plan developed by OCHA and sector-leads in Zalingei, West Darfur 
Response allocations in West Jebel Marra, identified through the 23-29 May inter-agency mission to the area, 
have been put in place. Allocations include food aid, health/nutrition supplies, education materials, WASH 
materials/spare parts, seeds/tools, and NFIs.  
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Inter-agency missions  
A joint team of UN agencies and line ministries, with UNAMID support, has conducted needs assessment 
missions to El Hara and Tine in North Darfur. The team also delivered some relief aid to residents of El Hara, a 
village located in an area of armed movements. An inter-agency mission with UNAMID support to Golumbei in 
East Jebel Marra slated for 15 June was denied clearance by the Military Intelligence (MI). The MI reported it was 
due to ongoing military operations in the area and safety concerns. Similarly, an inter-agency mission, with 
UNAMID support, to Nertiti and Golo, West Darfur, planned for 18 June was cancelled as the government 
clearance could not be secured. 
 
 
5. Humanitarian Financing 
 
A US$2.8 million Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) Emergency Reserve request by IOM and UNHCR for the 
onward transportation and assistance to returnees stranded at the Kosti way station is expected to be approved 
by the Humanitarian Coordinator shortly. A Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) Rapid Response request 
for humanitarian needs at the overcrowded transit centre and transportation for returnees from Khartoum to Kosti 
is also being prepared this week by the UN agencies involved. 
 
A $1.2 million CHF Emergency Reserve request from the UN Mine Action Office (UNMAO) for the coordination of 
mine action activities and clearance of landmines in the Eastern States has been approved by the HC this week.   
 
The CHF second allocation round is underway and approximately $27 million will be allocated. The CHF Second-
Round policy paper is being finalised and will be available next week. The CHF Technical Review Groups (TRG) 
will meet next week to recommend second round project proposals for review by the CHF Advisory Review 
Groups. 
 
 
 


