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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Côte 
d’Ivoire. It covers the period from 4 to 17 June. The next report will be issued on or around 23June. 
                                                                         

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• UNHCR publishes new figures of Ivorian IDPs and refugees: 322,277 IDPs across Côte d’Ivoire 

and more than 200,000 Ivorian refugees in 13 neighbouring countries, most of them in Liberia.  
• First batch of 129 Ivorian refugees from Liberia arrive at Pekam Barrage following Government’s 

request for repatriation assistance. 
• Cholera outbreak in Abidjan prompts WASH and Health clusters to respond quickly.  
• Humanitarian actors and the Government work hand in hand to relocate flood threatened 

populations in Abidjan. 
• Nutritional screening by UNICEF in Worodougo and Valle Bandama shows that 834 children suffer 

from severe malnutrition and 4,100 children are affected by moderate acute malnutrition. 
• Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan for Côte d’Ivoire is only funded at 25 percent, impeding 

humanitarian assistance in the West. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 

In Abidjan and in the West, many IDPs are showing a willingness to return to their homes. However, 
persistent fear of insecurity combined with the destruction of their habitats and livelihoods continues to 
prevent them from returning. 

On 10 June, humanitarian actors comprised of WHO, UNHCR, OCHA, the Office National pour la Protection 
Civile (ONPC), the Groupement des Sapeurs Pompiers Militaires (GSPM), UNOPS, Red Cross, UNFPA, and 
members of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Prefecture constituted three evaluation teams that visited 
17 sites in the neighbourhoods of Abidjan where 27,646 persons are now threatened by flooding.  
 
Following the visit, humanitarian actors and the Government continue to look into appropriate measures to 
take to relocate the threatened population on 12 sites spread across Abobo, Cocody, Adjame, Anyama, 
Attecoube and Yopougon. There are already enormous needs in terms of shelter and WASH to be 
addressed to successfully relocate the affected IDPs. The potentially costly rehabilitation of chosen 
relocation sites, made up of uncompleted buildings and open spaces, is among the greatest challenge. In 
response, the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) has committed to provide relief materials to cover 
immediate needs for up to 2000 families, while authorities look into durable solutions.   
 
In the West, protection partners led by UNHCR, local authorities and IDP representatives from the Catholic 
Mission in Duékoué embarked on a joint “go and see” visits along the Duékoué-Bangolo axis to assess the 
return conditions and level of shelter destruction in seven villages. The joint monitoring mission found that 
several IDPs had spontaneously returned to their zones of origin. Members of the Forces Républicaines de 
Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI) are reinforcing the security in the visited locations.  
 
Almost 1,000 Ivorian refugees in Liberia are expected to return home as soon as arrangements for their 
transportation are finalized in the coming days. The first batch of Ivorian refugees arrived at the border 
(Pehekan dam) on 15 June. An appeal has been made to humanitarian actors to provide shelter, blankets, 
food, medicines and non-food items (NFIs) to the returning refugees.  
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 HEALTH 
The Government has extended until further notice its decision to provide free health services to the 
population. Humanitarian actors continue to support health care delivery across the country. 
 
The Ministry of Health has confirmed 42 cases of cholera in the Koumassi district of Abidjan, including 10 
case of cholera reported last week alone. In this context, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has 
provided local health authorities with medical supplies to treat up to 1,000 affected persons. Since the 
beginning of the conflict, UNICEF has provided soap, chlorine and water treatment product for 400,000 
people.  
 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)-Switzerland, which supports surgery and in-patient units at the hospital in 
Yopougon, has prolonged its operations by one month. The hospital currently provides medical assistance to 
approximately 1,061,191 residents. 
 
In the West, the health cluster conducted this month a joint assessment mission on prevalence of HIV/AIDS 
among IDPs and host communities. The mission, conducted in Duékoué, Guiglo, Man and Danané, has 
revealed the difficulty encountered by People Living With AIDS (PLWAs) in accessing medical treatment. In 
total, only 12 out of the 22 Voluntary Counselling and Testing (VCT) centres existing before the crisis remain 
operational. Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (PMCT) service for pregnant women is offered in 
only three out of 17 existing facilities. 
 
On 8 and 10 June, International Rescue Committee (IRC) distributed emergency medical supplies comprised 
of 115 basic health kits, 14,000 anti-malarial medication and 31 boxes of additional medicines (antibiotics 
and anti-diarrheal) to the health districts of Yamoussoukro, Tiéboussou and Didiévi . Some 83,520 women 
and children benefited from these distributions. 
 

 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE 
In response to the confirmed cases of cholera, UNICEF is promoting good hygiene practices, distributing 
water purification tablets for 240,000 people and has launched a public awareness campaign on community 
radios across the country to inform the population on techniques to purify water at home and make it safe to 
drink.  
 
Cluster members Save the Children, Action Contre la Faim (ACF) and IRC continue to provide WASH 
services to IDPs in sites and host communities of Duékoué, and Danané. Assistance provided includes 
hygiene kits and water treatment products for people exposed to cholera. 
 
In all, the gap for the total needs of the cluster stand at between 40 per cent and 60 per cent. Perceived 
insecurity in villages has been blamed for inability to provide assistance to many IDPs and host families who 
live in informal forest camps.  
 

 FOOD SECURITY 
WFP distributions for June have started in the West. From 6 to 12 June WFP distributed, through Caritas, 
225 mt to 27,241 registered IDPs in Duékoué. WFP distributed 15-day rations, ahead of the verification 
exercise by WFP, UNHCR, IOM, Caritas and other partners to determine the updated number of IDPs. The 
second round of 30-day rations distributions will commence once the verification exercise is completed, as 
several thousand IDPs are estimated to have left the Catholic Mission. 

In Zouan-Hounien (Gbouagleu, Déinneu and Ligaleu), in the west, Caritas distributed more than 934 tons of 
food to 5,000 IDPs and 2,000 persons in 400 host families. In Abidjan and Agboville, Caritas distributed food 
to 20,000 IDPs. This food assistance programme started in April will continue until July 2011. Some 200 
youths, mainly IDPs from different neighbourhoods of Abidjan, are also benefiting from Cash for Work 
Programme. Each participant receives 1,000 CFA per day ($2 per day). 

Save the Children, in collaboration with other national NGOs, are reaching approximately 400 beneficiaries 
through its Cash for Work programme in the Abidjan neighbourhood of Yopougon.  
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In Toulepleu, the initial target of 500 households for the agricultural assistance has been reviewed upwards 
in view of an increase in requests during identification missions earlier conducted by the Danish Refugee 
Council. Around 1,500 households now receive rain-fed rice seeds, maize fertilizer and farming tools. 

In addition to the 9,600 households assisted in the West and in the North during the 2011 rainy season, FAO 
intends to increase its emergency response with other short and immediate term activities. This includes 
grains and vegetable production and other income-generating activities such as animal husbandry, produce 
transformation, integrated nutrition education and backyard gardening. These actions need to be urgently 
funded to ensure an efficient coverage of identified pressing needs and reduce the vulnerability of 
households seriously affected by the post electoral crisis. 
 

 NUTRITION 
WFP, UNICEF and Helen Keller International supported a Government-led nationwide nutrition survey, which 
started on 2 June. Trainings for the survey have been completed, and data collection ended on 11 June in 
Abidjan. 
 
Out of the 810 children screened in Danané and Zouan Hounien, 141 are suffering from moderate acute 
malnutrition. Some 39 cases of severe acute malnutrition without complication and 66 cases of severe 
malnutrition with complications were also recorded.  A total of 127 children were referred to health facilities 
for treatment. During the same period, 965 spectators watched a presentation on exclusive breastfeeding. 
 
In Duékoué, Guiglo, Blolequin and Toulepleu, out of 22,869 children who were screened, 544 children were 
diagnosed with moderate acute malnutrition, 174 children were diagnosed with acute severe malnutrition, 
while 1,013 malnourished children were referred to health facilities for appropriate care. 
 
During the same period, the Ministry of Health, in collaboration with WHO trained 20 health personnel in the 
treatment of malnutrition. A similar training is ongoing in Man for 34 health personnel from the health districts 
of Duékoué, Bloléquin and Toulepleu. 
 

 CAMP COORDINATION/MANAGEMENT 
The latest figures released by UNHCR on 14 June indicate that there are now 322,277 internally displaced 
people in Côte d’Ivoire; the registration exercise is continuing. The total number of refugees from Côte 
d’Ivoire in 13 neighbouring countries stands at more than 200,000.  
 
According to WFP distribution lists, the population of IDPs living in sites across the country is estimated at 
around 67,000 persons, spread across 64 sites.  
 
In the West, IOM is organizing a registration of IDP sites in Duékoué and Guiglo in order to obtain reliable 
socio-economic and demographic data available in anticipation of the CCCM return strategy. The exercise is 
expected to be concluded in two weeks’ time.  
 
The lack of information on the situation of IDPs in sites within the Sassandra, Soubre and Tabou regions and 
Sud-Comoe is hampering CCCM operations. For certain sites that are potentially at risk of flooding with the 
advent of the rainy season, risk evaluation will be systematically conducted and extended to all IDP sites. 
 
A migration committee to validate and harmonize the reported numbers of IDPs is being put in place, and will 
be led by the Protection and Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) Clusters. 
 
Following field evaluations, Camp Managers of most sites continue to report that IDPs are in need of non-
food items such as mosquito nets and hygiene kits. 
 
IOM is organizing two camp coordination and management training sessions to improve the quality of site 
coordination and management. One training session is taking place in Abidjan between 15 and 17 June, 
while the second training session will take place in Man between 21 and 23. The training is open to CCCM 
partners including personnel from government agencies and local authorities. 

 PROTECTION 



4 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  
Celebrating 20 years of coordinated humanitarian action 

On 24 and 26 May, UNHCR facilitated the voluntary repatriation of 264 Liberian refugees to Monrovia from 
Abidjan by air. The office is in discussions with another group of 100 Liberian refugees who entered 
UNHCR’s compound on 26 May to seek assistance for their repatriation. 
 
In the Abidjan neighbourhoods of Aboisso, Noe, and Dabou Abidjan, a Save the Children assessment 
identified psychosocial distress as the greatest challenge for children. In response, 8 social centres are 
scheduled to be rehabilitated to provide psychosocial services. 
 
As part of a multi-faceted education campaign on unexploded ordnances (UXOs) being planned by ICRC, 
ONUCI, UNICEF and Force Licorne, training sessions were conducted for 43 social mobilizers between 8 
and 10 June. The mobilizers will be carrying out awareness campaigns in schools, houses of worship, army 
post and IDP camps between 15 June and 15 July 2011. 
 
In the West, UNHCR assessed the shelter situation of IDPs who suffered important destructions in Zehibly 
village, along the Duékoué-Bangolo axis. Only one-third of the initial population of 3,000 persons is still 
present in the village. The organisation recommended that those residents whose houses require simple 
repairs and/or plastic sheeting should be assisted immediately.  
 
A mapping of the counselling centres carried out in Man has identified 256 child protection 
committees/community points in Moyen Cavally and Les Montagnes regions. The identified centres will be 
used as entry points for the community based child protection programme that UNICEF is planning in 
collaboration with other cluster partners. 
 
In the Centre, IRC launched on 1 and 3 June in Yamoussoukro two awareness-raising campaigns on 
gender-based violence (GBV), and the importance of girls’ education in Yamoussoukro. 113 adults including 
49 women and 48 young girls were targeted by the campaigns.  On 1 and 4 June, the campaign featured the 
broadcast of radio programmes in Yamoussoukro and Bouaflé. The themes of the radio programmes 
revolved around the consequences of violence and the role of women in the nation’s rebuilding.  
 

 EDUCATION 
While 90 percent of schools have reopened and 85 percent of students have gone back to school, at least 
350,000 pupils who were enrolled prior to the crisis are still out of school. In addition, those who have gone 
back are at risk of dropping out during the summer months unless social mobilization, distribution of teaching 
and learning materials and teacher training activities are accelerated over the coming weeks.  
 
Though 26,000 IDP students have been integrated in functioning schools in host communities, tens of 
thousands remain out of school. There is a need for the Ministry of Education to pursue integration of IDP 
students into schools, even in absence of required documents for enrolment, and for cluster members to 
provide support in order to increase schools’ absorption capacities and ensure safe and protective learning 
environments for all children.  
 
There is an urgent need to resume the suspended Government and WFP-led school feeding program in 
favour of 1 million children throughout the country to prevent students drop-out during the summer months. 
The delay had been due to looting of WFP depots.  
 
Over 224 schools and 29 regional and local education offices were looted or damaged during the crisis. This 
makes it difficult for authorities to work effectively. Over 45,000 students remain at risk of missing out on 
education for several weeks if their damaged schools are not rehabilitated.  
 
From 7 to 8 June, UNICEF, in collaboration with Save the Children, IRC, UNESCO, UNDP, CARE, ADRA, 
etc, supported the Ministry of Education-led “Back to School Initiative” workshop. The workshop brought 
together 55 participants, including 23 Regional Education Directors and led to the development of a teacher 
training guide on psychosocial support and action plans for social mobilization and improved learning 
environments.  
 
The Education Cluster also launched its preliminary report of the reopening of schools in the South. Data 
was collected for over 4,000 schools in 18 Regional Education Directions, representing 50 percent of schools 
in the South. The data collected shows that 99 percent of schools have reopened, 97 percent of teachers are 
at their teaching location, but that only 86 percent of students have returned to school. The student return 



5 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  
Celebrating 20 years of coordinated humanitarian action 

rates in Abidjan are particularly low: only 36 percent in Yopougon and 53 percent in Abobo. This lower return 
of students is likely due to displacement of communities as well as fear of insecurity around schools.  
 
In Man, in the West, Save the Children distributed on 6 June school kits to 2 schools, which have integrated 
over 300 IDP students into their schools.  On 8 June, Save the Children trained 34 teachers in Man on 
children’s rights, education in emergencies and psychosocial support. Also on 8 June, Save the Children 
began rehabilitating and constructing 6 latrines, 6 water points and 6 cantines at 6 different schools in Man, 
which have integrated high numbers of IDP students.  On 10 June, Save the Children distributed 1,897 
school kits and 33 teacher kits targeted schools in Man, and on 11 June, Save the Children trained 77 
teachers on education in emergencies and psychosocial support.   
 
On 5 June, UNICEF distributed 100 school kits and 1 Early Child Development kit to the two IDP sites in 
Danané. The organization also installed 2 shelters and 6 latrines at the temporary learning space (TLS) for 
the benefit of 684 children in Mahapleu.  One additional UNICEF tent was installed on 7 June at the 
Carrefour in Duékoué for learning activities for children of returning families; 90 children have registered so 
far. The education sub-cluster in the West also launched learning activities at 7 different sites in Guiglo on 2 
June targeting 679 kindergarten children. On 6 June, the organisation distributed 7 recreational kits, 24 mats, 
6 ECD kits, 8 ECD guides, and 2 tarpaulins at the IDP sites. 
 
In the East, 3 preschools and 6 primary schools in Bouake received recreational kits from Save the Children 
on 6 June, reaching 2,122 children.  On 14 June, Save the Children distributed 116 student kits in 
Abengourou. Also on 15 June, Save the Children hosted, in collaboration with Savoir Plus, a workshop for 
the education sub-cluster and regional education authorities on non-formal education.  
 
In the South, on 8 June UNICEF distributed 6 recreational kits, 10 Early Child Development (ECD) kits, 28 
schools-in-a-box, and 20 tarpaulins to establish 5 TLS and 5 ECD spaces at the IDP sites of: St Laurent, St 
Augustin, Eglise Harris, Zone Lackman and Eglise Céleste de Yopougon Maroc. 951 children were reached 
in these activities.  From 8 to10 June, Save the Children trained 50 volunteer teachers and facilitators at 
Grand Bassam and 27 at Bingerville on issues of child protection and pedagogical techniques for working 
with young children.  Save the Children also provided 1207 school kits, 6 teacher kits, and 1 recreational kit 
at the schools of Azaguie Blida and Elokate. 
 
Some of the leaders in IDP sites in Abidjan, such as the St. Augustin Parish, are not comfortable with 
receiving assistance from the Education Cluster as they feel this will slow the return of IDP families to their 
homes. 
 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
The Emergency Telecommunication (ETC) Coordinator arrived in Bouaké on 8 June to assess the progress 
made so far and meet with Information Technology/Telecommunications focal points at UN agencies and 
NGOs. The upgrade of the communication centre (COMCEN) in Man has been completed. The emergency 
telecommunication project has been revised and work is underway to ensure its sustainability.  
 

IV. Coordination 
 
On 5 June, the Director of the Coordination and Response Division of OCHA in New York, Mr. John Ging, 
arrived in the country for a three day visit. He met IDPs and aid workers in Duékoué, Guiglo, Man and 
Abidjan’s Yopougon neighbourhood, as well as meeting returnees in the western village of Diahoin, and he 
was briefed by UNOCI’s Moroccan Battalion in Duékoué. In Abidjan, he also had discussions with 
humanitarian partners, key donors and NGOs, as well as SRSG Choi and Prime Minister Guillaume Soro. 
During his mission, Mr Ging advocated for improved security and the protection of civilians across the 
country and for an increased, better-coordinated humanitarian response.  
 
Recent multi-sectorial evaluations conducted in Yopougon have revealed major needs in the areas of 
protection, shelter, WASH, health, nutrition, food security and education. These evaluations will be extended 
to other Abidjan neighbourhoods of Abobo and Bingerville.  
 
 

V. Neighbouring countries 
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LIBERIA 
 
The revised UNHCR figure for Ivorian refugees in Liberia is currently at 133,714 following the completion of 
the first stage of the verification exercise, in Nimba County. UNHCR is in the process of verifying refugee 
numbers in the counties of Maryland, Grand Gedeh and River Gee, and expects to complete the verification 
exercise by the end of July.  
 
WFP has distributed assorted food commodities to 10,265 refugees in Grand Gedeh and Maryland Counties, 
and to 20,480 host community beneficiaries in Nimba County. In addition, WFP provided, as part of a FAO 
seed protection project, food rations to 4,575 beneficiaries in Nimba County. Monthly food distributions to 
4,500 refugees in the Bahn camp will begin this week. The implementation of the targeted supplementary 
feeding programme for malnourished children and pregnant and lactating women implemented in health 
centers in Grand Gedeh was ongoing throughout the week.  
 
GHANA 
Since the influx of Ivorian refugees in Ghana, WFP has been providing 10,000 refugees with food assistance 
in collaboration with partners. Beneficiaries receive individual monthly rations including rice, beans, fortified 
oil, iodized salt and CSB. The June distribution has been completed in the Brong-Ahafo region while 
distributions are underway in Ampain Camp in the Western Region.  
 
 

VI. Funding 
 
As of 16 June, 2011, the Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan 
(EHAP) for Côte d’Ivoire and neighbouring countries affected by the 
crisis is funded at 25 percent, with some $44 million contributed 
against a total requirement of $178 million. For the second week 
running, the funding level of the EHAP has not changed. The 
humanitarian response to vulnerable populations will be impeded in the absence of increased funding.  
The EHAP revision by different clusters has just been concluded.  
 

                                                                                                                             
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking 
Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org. 
 
VI. Contact 

 
Niels Scott, Head of Office, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 320 375; email: scott2@un.org  
Carlos Geha, DHoO/Field Coordinator, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire – Mob (+225) 44 90 33 22; email: gehac@un.org 

    Kayode Egbeleye, Public Information Officer, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 32 03 61; email: egbeleye@un.org    

 178million 
requested (US$) 

 25% 
funded 

 
  


