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1. North-South population movements 
 
Returns to southern Sudan continued at low numbers during the week. Between 1 and 7 June, 709 new returnees 
were reported, bringing the cumulative number of returnees who arrived in southern Sudan since October 2010 to 
approximately 305,600. Government-organised barges continued to operate over the reporting period. On 5 June, 
a barge carrying an estimated 600 returnees arrived in Juba from Kosti. On the same day, a second barge 
departed Kosti with about 950 returnees bound for Juba and Malakal. Nonetheless, the number of returnees 
awaiting transport in Kosti continued to increase. Onward transport from Juba to the Greater Equatoria states 
continued, with 278 people transported to Eastern Equatoria and 37 people transported to Western Equatoria 
during the week. In other areas the arrival of new returnees remained low, such as in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
where small groups from South Darfur totalling 121 people arrived during the week.  
 
Registration of returnees in transit sites in Aweil in Northern Bahr el Ghazal was completed at the end of May, 
with 2,509 households identified in the Udhaba site and 1,115 households identified in the Maduany site. The 
returnees are scheduled to move to the sites on land allocated by the Government, but shortages in fuel required 
for land clearance have delayed the process. This may result in food insecurity in the returnee population if they 
are unable to begin planting soon, as it is now the height of the planting season. If this occurs, the population may 
require food and other humanitarian assistance for a prolonged period. 
 
Kosti 
According to the NGO FAR, the estimated number of returnees waiting for southbound river transport at the Kosti 
way station is between 6,500 and 7,000. This is a marked increase compared to last week’s figure of 4,753 
people and is putting strain on existing services at the way station. Shelter remains a critical concern due the 
rainy season and the large number of returnees who do not have a shelter. The construction of additional shelters 
outside the way station has not begun as FAR has still not received all the necessary authorisations. However, 
FAR has received a rub hall from IOM, and UNHCR will provide six additional rub halls to be used to house 
returnees outside the way station perimeter. Additionally, UNHCR has provided plastic sheeting, jerry cans and 
mosquito nets which are being distributed to the returnees at the way station.  
 
Southerners in Khartoum State 
UN agencies and the governmental Commission for Voluntary Humanitarian Work (CVHW) completed a needs 
assessment of 20,000-25,000 of the most vulnerable southerners waiting at departure points in Khartoum. 
Findings and a plan of action will be made available after the consolidation of data is completed. The CVHW and 
UNHCR are providing limited assistance (water and sanitation) to some 3,000 stranded returnees at the 
Khartoum railway station.  
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Key Points 
• Heavy fighting in South Kordofan between SAF and SPLM/A displaces over 50,000 people. 
• An estimated 101,800 people from Abyei arrived in southern Sudan, with 79,500 people 

registered so far.  
• Ongoing tensions, seasonal rains and use of landmines continue to restrict humanitarian access 

in Unity, southern Sudan. 
• Some 6,500 returnees are waiting for southbound river transport at the Kosti way station. 
• Abducted UNHAS Bulgarian crew released in Darfur. 
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South-North Movements 
WFP will provide food assistance to some 9,000 northern Sudanese returnees who came from Upper Nile, 
southern Sudan to the White Nile localities of Al Hudieb and Al Dub Karya. In Dub Kaya, WFP and partners 
started distributing 75-days food rations to 6,034 people. UNICEF and partners provided four water bladders and 
50 boxes of chlorine. UNHCR and its NGO implementing partner Plan Sudan, the Sudanese Red Crescent 
Society (SRCS) and the White Nile State Government provided some non-food items (NFIs) as part of the plan 
targeting 2,205 people. 
 
In Al Hudieb, WFP and partners are planning to distribute three-months food rations to 1,904 people, while FAO 
and partners will distribute seeds and tools to 2,590 people in an effort to ensure longer term food security and 
livelihoods of the caseload. The Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) also provided food items. The SRCS and 
UNHCR distributed NFIs to 2,590 people. 
 
 
2. Southern Sudan 
 
Relief efforts continue in response to Abyei crisis 
The humanitarian community continues to register the displaced, distribute life-saving assistance and pre-position 
essential supplies to areas where the displaced have fled following the violence in Abyei in May. As of 7 June, the 
total estimated reported number of persons displaced stood at approximately 101,800, and IOM and the Southern 
Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) had registered some 79,500 displaced persons. IOM and 
SSRRC have begun to de-register the displaced persons returning to Agok. For an update on the continuing 
response to the Abyei situation, please refer to OCHA situation reports available at www.unsudanig.org. 
 
Laying of landmines poses threat to civilians and has a serious impact on humanitarian access 
A report released in early June by the UN’s Southern Regional Mine Action Office, UNMAO, reported on recent 
alleged use of landmines across numerous areas of conflict in southern Sudan by various rebel militia groups and 
individuals. In 2011, incidents involving landmines were reported in Jonglei, Upper Nile and Unity states. This new 
development is a cause for concern to humanitarian actors as the use of landmines threatens the lives of civilians 
and humanitarian workers, and restricts access to populations in need of relief. 
 
In Unity State, landmines are causing severe access restrictions to implementing humanitarian programmes. In 
addition to the landmine which killed three people on the Abiemnhom-Mayom road on 2 June, another landmine 
exploded near Riak in Mayom County on 1 June, injuring three children. Despite several attempts UNMAO has 
not been in a position to deploy clearance teams to the areas of conflict due to security issues and the rainy 
season. However, the areas remain a priority and will be addressed as soon as it is possible to send teams. 
 
Response ongoing to displaced persons in northern Jonglei 
The humanitarian response is ongoing to those affected by the fighting in northern Jonglei between the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and rebel militia groups between March and April. The response continued in 
Canal, Khorfulus and Mareng payams in Pigi County, where humanitarian actors have provided food, seeds and 
tools to displaced persons. In addition to 15-day food rations, and seeds and tools distributions on 28 and 30 May 
to 400 households in Khorfulus and 130 households in Canal, 300 households in Mareng were provided with 15-
day food rations, seeds, tools and NFIs on 1 June. Humanitarian actors are scheduled to provide food rations to 
1,800 households in Old Fangak, beginning on 8 June. Also from 8 June, the same population is scheduled to 
receive NFIs. In Khorfulus, distribution of NFIs remains pending because capacity is low due to the Abyei crisis. 
 
On 2 June, an inter-agency assessment conducted in Kaldak village in Pigi County, on persons displaced 
because of clashes on 23 April who had returned to the village, found that the primary needs of the population 
were food, shelter, NFIs and protection intervention. The assessment followed on from previous assessments to 
identify the needs of those affected. Local authorities estimate that 7,200 persons were displaced from Kaldak 
because of the fighting, and are returning home.  
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3. Abyei area 
The situation in Abyei remains unpredictable, with continued sporadic gunfire and reports of looting. On the 
situation in Abyei and surroundings, please refer to OCHA Situation Reports available at www.unsudanig.org 
 
 
4. South Kordofan 
 
Security situation 
Fighting between Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A),  
including bombardments and artillery shelling, has been reported in 11 of the 19 localities in South Kordofan 
State, and has spread to Pariang County in Unity State, southern Sudan. In Kadugli, partners have reported 
burning of tukuls, looting of humanitarian assets and emergency relief stocks, and also the presence of land 
mines. Increasing threats to UN national staff by SAF and the SPLA have been reported throughout South 
Kordofan State. 
 
Population movement and response 
As the security situation shows no sign of improvement, the number of displaced civilian populations who are in 
urgent need of relief assistance is increasing with unconfirmed reports of more than 53,000 people displaced. It is 
estimated that 30,000 have fled Kadugli town; and another 23,500 have been displaced throughout South 
Kordofan State.  
 
An additional 1,000 people have reportedly fled South Kordofan State and are with relatives in El Obeid in North 
Kordofan State while 650 people are displaced in the Saliheen market and 300 in Rahad town. UNHCR is 
deploying staff to El Obeid to start tracking the population movements. 
 
IOM has registered 851 displaced persons in Panyang Payam, and 30 in Pariang County in Unity State in 
southern Sudan. The registration of IDPs is still ongoing in the Yida area. Meanwhile, two buses carrying 98 
southerner returnees bound for Northern Bahr el Ghazal State were stranded in the Jaw area. Twenty-eight of the 
98 returnees walked to Panyang Payam and the rest are still in Jaw. 
 
A delegation led by the UN Humanitarian Coordinator met with the State Governor for South Kordofan State on 9 
June to advocate for the protection of civilians, as well as humanitarian access to affected populations and to 
secure state authorities commitment to provide the necessary protection of humanitarian emergency relief stocks 
and assets. The meeting discussed the importance of providing IDPs the possibility to return voluntarily and safely 
to their homes once the hostilities have subsided. 
 
For the latest information on the situation in South Kordofan, please refer to OCHA Situation Reports available at 
www.unsudanig.org 
 
 
5. Darfur 
 
Abducted UNHAS Bulgarian Crew Released 
On 6 June, the three Bulgarian aircrew, working for WFP’s United Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) in 
Darfur, were released, after 145 days in captivity. The three men were abducted by armed men on 13 January at 
a landing strip in Um Shalaya, 60 km southeast of the West Darfur capital of El Geneina. The three crew 
appeared to be in good health and were flown to Khartoum before travelling home to Bulgaria, according to WFP. 
 
Displacements in west Jebel Marra 
Ongoing civilian displacements in west Jebel Marra are being reported due to fighting between Government 
forces and armed movements. According to UNAMID preliminary estimates, 500 people were displaced to Nertiti 
on 29 May and HAC reported that 2,859 people were displaced to Sarong. However, no verifications have been 
conducted. 
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Movement restrictions in South Darfur 
Government restriction on movements in South Darfur beyond a 15 km radius out of Nyala town remains in place. 
However, during the last week UN agencies and NGOs have been able to visit camps outside this radius, 
including Kalma IDP Camp. Under the current restrictions, HAC has to be informed and to approve the 
movements at least 24 hours prior to movement to any area outside the perimeter.  
 
Returns 
The HAC, humanitarian organisations and UNAMID, are working on facilitating the return of 650 people from 
Kabkabiya to Saihjanna in the Kutum area in North Darfur. 
 
In addition, some Sudanese refugees from Chad are returning to West Darfur, with more than 1,000 people 
returning to the Beida locality, according to UNAMID. HAC and other authorities are reportedly preparing 
necessary assistance to the returnees in preparation for the planting season. 
 
During inter-agency missions to Tine and Habila localities in West Darfur that took place this week, local 
authorities reported that there are 37,000 returnees in Tine and surrounding villages. It was reported that these 
people had returned from Chad, from IDPs camps and settlements in urban areas.  
 
TdH suspends activities in Riyad IDP Camp, West Darfur 
The international NGO Terre des Hommes (TdH) suspended its activities in Riyad IDP Camp, West Darfur, until 
further notice due to security issues faced by their teams in the camp. TdH is the team leader in charge of camp 
coordination in the Riyad IDP camp. Camp coordination meetings and ongoing assessments for shelter 
construction will be affected due to the suspension. 
 
More than 1,000 South Darfur ex-combatants lay down arms in South Darfur 
On 7 June, a disarmament campaign was completed in Nyala, South Darfur. More than 1,100 ex-combatants, 
from both the SAF and armed movements (who have signed peace accord with the Government) laid down arms 
and began the process of return to civilian life. The campaign, which began on 22 May, was organised by the 
North Sudan Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration Committee with logistical and technical support 
from UNICEF, UNDP and UNAMID. 
 
Independent Expert on the Human Rights situation expresses concern for civilians in Darfur 
During a press conference held in Khartoum on 8 June, the Independent Expert on the Human Rights Situation in 
the Sudan, Justice Mohamed Othman Chande, expressed concern that civilians in Darfur continue to bear the 
brunt of fighting between armed movements and Government forces. It was reported that in West Jebel Marra, 
West Darfur, and North Darfur, the escalation of hostilities resulted in the killing of civilians and destruction of 
homes and properties and led to the further displacement of the population. The fighting has also affected 
humanitarian access. The Independent Expert urged all parties in the conflict to respect international human 
rights and international humanitarian law and to ensure humanitarian access at all times, as well as the protection 
of civilians.  
 


