
Demolition watch  
 

The Israeli practice of demolishing homes, basic infrastructure and sources of livelihoods 
continues to devastate Palestinian families and communities in East Jerusalem and the 60 
per cent of the West Bank controlled by Israel, known as Area C. 

Demolition = dispossession 
Many of the people affected already live in poverty, and demolitions are a leading cause 
of their ongoing displacement and dispossession in the West Bank.  
 
The impact of home demolitions on children can be particularly devastating. Many 
children affected by demolitions show signs of post-traumatic stress disorder, depression 
and anxiety. Their academic achievement often suffers.  
 
Demolitions also lead to a significant deterioration in living conditions. Families and 
communities face increased poverty and long-term instability, as well as limited access to 
basic services, such as education, health care, water and sanitation. 

The permit predicament 
In order to build homes in East Jerusalem and Area C, Palestinians must apply for a 
permit from the Israeli authorities, who control these areas. The vast majority of 
demolition orders are issued because a home or structure has been built without an Israeli 
permit. 
 
Building without a permit means that the structure is considered “illegal” by Israeli 
authorities. Under the Israeli zoning policy, Palestinians can build in just 13 per cent of 
East Jerusalem and in just 1 per cent of Area C. In both cases these areas are already 
heavily built up. 
 
Ultimately, the number of permits granted to Palestinians each year falls far below the 
demand. More than 94 per cent of all Palestinian permit applications have been rejected 
in recent years. 
 
This means that when a family expands or a community wants to build infrastructure to 
meet its basic needs, the choice faced is between building without a permit, or not 
building at all. Many end up building to meet their immediate needs in the hope that they 
will be able to avoid demolition.   
 
Sadly, the number of people affected by demolition continues to grow. The UN estimates 
that between 28 and 46 per cent of Palestinian homes could be at risk of demolition, 
leaving people living under a cloud of anxiety. 



The stats 
The table and graph below shows the number of people displaced and affected by 
demolitions in the West Bank and East Jerusalem since the start of 2011. 

See a further breakdown of these statistics. 

Number of displaced and affected Palestinians 

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May 
Adults 55 179 167 35 187 
Children 80 143 183 42 117 
Total 135 322 350 77 304 

 
Note: Displaced means people whose homes have been demolished. Affected is when a 
demolition has had an impact in other ways such as on people’s livelihoods or on basic 
services and utilities. 

Protecting vulnerable refugees 
In 2010, more than 10 per cent of people displaced by demolitions in East Jerusalem and 
Area C were refugees registered with UNRWA. 
 
UNRWA seeks to protect refugees against infringements of their human rights, such as 
eviction, displacement, or restriction of movement. UNRWA monitors violations of 
international law and advocates for the protection of Palestine refugees’ rights. The 
Agency also provides emergency assistance to victims of house demolitions, evictions, 
and refugees whose property is damaged as a result of conflict. 

The ask 



Under international law, Israel must ensure that persons under its jurisdiction enjoy 
fulfilment of their human rights, including the right to housing, health, education, and 
water. 

UNRWA calls on Israel to respect its legal obligations. 
 


