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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• On 22 May, President Ouattara confirmed that Guillaume Soro will continue to serve as Prime Minister 

and Minister of Defence. The President is expected to appoint his government as well as the top 
military commanders in the coming days. 

 
• On 26 May, President Ouattara called on Ivorians living abroad to return home and use their experience 

to help rebuild the country. 
 
• IRIN news reports that ECHO is re-opening its office in Abidjan and has allocated EUR 60 million (USD 

84.2 million) to support the humanitarian response to the Ivorian crisis throughout the region. 
 
• UNHCR, in collaboration with the UN Country Team, is compiling the known figures of internally 

displaced persons identified throughout Côte d’Ivoire. The total currently stands at 314,662 known 
IDPs.  

 

 
 Water distribution at Ampain. (UNHCR/Ghana/2011) 
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Population Movement 

Country Guinea 
Burkina 

Faso 
Mali Ghana Togo Benin Niger Nigeria Senegal 

Guinea 
Bissau 

Gambia 
Sierra 
Leone 

Refugees/ 
Asylum 
seekers 

2,772 115 941 14,948 5,319 335 85 105 41 44 52 4 

Liberia 50,928 Ivorian refugees individually registered and 137,093 through the rapid emergency registration. 

 

In view of the volatile situation in Côte d’Ivoire, UNHCR is not yet in a position to provide exact figures. Some explanations are provided below.  

Financial Information 

 

 

2011 Contributions Towards UNHCR’s Activities 
in West Africa 
at 25 May 2011 

Donor Contribution (USD) 
African Union 125,000 
Australia 2,028,398 
Canada 2,335,362 
CERF 3,155,737 
Denmark 3,828,573 
EC/ ECHO 2,799,489 
ECOWAS 500,000 
Finland 1,702,141 
France 549,451 
Germany 1,027,413 
Liechtenstein 108,460 
Ireland 544,959 
Norway 1,431,127 
Private donors 212,406 
Rep. of Korea 300,000 
Switzerland 637,767 
UN Population Fund 119,840 
United Kingdom 7,211,538 
United States of America 16,800,000 

TOTAL (*)                                                 45,417,661                                          
(*) In addition, Luxembourg donated USD 87,015 towards 
UNHCR’s initial response in Côte d’Ivoire in December 2010. 

 

Country Operations 

 

 

 

 

New arrivals at Ampain (UNHCR/Ghana/2011) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

CÔTE D’IVOIRE 
 
Out of the 314,662 known internally displaced 
persons, over 56,800 are displaced in Abidjan (13,500 
persons are in sites and 43,300 are living with host 
families). A total of 71,800 persons are displaced in 
the Eastern Zone and live with host families. Of the 
186,000 displaced persons in the Western Zone, near 
51,800 live in sites and more than 134,200 persons 
are in host families. New figures continue to be 
reported as the security situation permits. 
 
UNHCR called a meeting with OCHA, Save the 
Children, Médecins du Monde, UNICEF, Médecins 
sans Frontières, and Solidarité to discuss the 
coverage of humanitarian activities in the Abidjan 

commune of Yopougon where combat recently came 
to an end. The Office organized the voluntary 
repatriation of 135 and 129 Liberian refugees 
respectively to Monrovia by air on 24 and 26 May. This 
is in addition to the 172 persons who voluntarily 
repatriated to Liberia on 26 March. However, another 
group of nearly 100 individuals entered UNHCR’s 
compound on 26 May and discussions are taking 
place to clarify their intentions.   
 

• Protection  

 
Protection partners, local authorities and IDP 
representatives from the Catholic Mission in Duékoué 
embarked on a joint monitoring mission along the 
Duékoué-Bangolo axis. These “go and see” visits 
assessed the return conditions and the level of shelter 

UNHCR’s financial requirements  
for West Africa 

Executive Committee approved 
budget  

$ 99,234,686 

Regional supplementary budget  $ 125,993,829 

TOTAL revised requirements $ 225,228,515 
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destruction in seven villages. The joint mission found 
that several IDPs had spontaneously returned despite 
the unstable security situation. The FRCI are 
reinforcing the security in the visited locations. UNHCR 
protection monitors based in Guiglo have reported that 
day-to-day activities are beginning to return to normal. 
Schools and market places have re-opened, yet banks 
remain closed and civilian police activities have not yet 
effectively resumed.    
 

• Humanitarian Assistance 
 
In the western region, UNHCR assessed the shelter 
situation in Zehibly village, on the Duekoue-Bangolo 
axis, which suffered important destructions. Out of the 
initial total population of 3,000 persons, only one third 
is still present. It was recommended that those 
residents whose houses require simple repairs and/or 
plastic sheeting should be assisted immediately. In 
Daloa (Haut-Sassandra), 325 internally displaced 
persons (208 on site and 117 in host families) at the 
UESSO site benefit from food distribution. 
 

LIBERIA 
 

In Grand Gedeh, the influx of newly arrived Ivorians 
who reach the Janzon axis has increased from the 
earlier reported 130 per day, to around 285 per day. 
Arrivals in other counties are still ongoing, but with 
smaller numbers. 
 
On 23 May, the Minister of Justice invited UNHCR to 
the first meeting of the newly created Task Force for 
the establishment of an internment site for Ivorian 
armed elements. The meeting was attended by key 
ministry, police, and immigration officials, as well as by 
the ICRC, UNMIL and UNHCR. The Task Force 
recommended identifying a site and advocating for 
financial support as the related costs are estimated 
between USD 50,000 and 60,000.  
 

• Protection  

 
In Nimba County, the verification exercise in the 
border communities has continued on the Luguatuo 
axis. To date, verification has been undertaken or is 
still ongoing in 50 communities. Near 27,800 persons 
were verified. UNHCR Field Office in Saclepea 
undertook a security assessment mission to Lower 
Nimba County (Zwedru, Kparblee, Kalay Dubuzohn, 
and Dinplay). Discussions were notably held with local 
authorities who did not observe any movement of 
armed elements across the border. Save the Children 
has established 6 child friendly spaces in the 
communities of New Yourpea, Kparblee, Dinplay, 
Belhwallay, Kaylay and Beatuo. 
 
In Grand Gedeh, 500 newly arrived individuals were 
registered in Bawaydee on 24 May with an.additional 
400 persons still to be registered. Refugees reported 
continuous fighting in the Keibley and Blolequin areas 
in Côte d’Ivoire and stated to be awaiting additional 
family members to cross the border in search of 
safety.  
 

Security incidents have been observed in some areas 
of the county. The number of reported crimes rose 
from 21 to 30 cases last week. This volatile situation 
has been affecting both aid workers and refugees. The 
Liberia Refugee Repatriation and Resettlement 
Commission reported an increase in cases of robbery 
(around 10) of refugees’ rations and personal 
belongings at Grand Gedeh’s refugee transit sites, 
sometimes accompanied by threats. Shelter is a 
concern for new arrivals at the Solo transit centre in 
Grand Gedeh, where small portions of cleared land 
have been made available to erect additional tents. A 
front loader is urgently required on site in order to 
speed up the process, otherwise only 10 to 15 tents 
can be expected to be set up each day. UNHCR 
appointed a Community Services Officer who has 
been tasked to assess sexual exploitation abuse and 
GBV claims in Grand Gedeh. 
 
In Maryland, employees of the Cavalla Rubber 
Cooperation (CRC) held a violent demonstration on 
May 26 in Pleebo to demand a pay raise. This resulted 
in a clash with the police and one demonstrator was 
reportedly killed. A Security Advisory was issued by 
Harper ASMT to avoid Pleebo until the situation was 
under control. On 27 May, the Advisory was relaxed 
but staff is still cautioned to be careful when passing 
through Pleebo. 
 

• Humanitarian Assistance 
 
In Nimba County, Save the Children has conducted a 
rapid education needs assessment in 14 border 
communities along the Butuo Axis. In 16 relocation 
communities, 5,270 children were reached with 
primary school and early childhood Development 
(ECD) Education Services, self study sessions and 
recreational activities. Among them, 1,995 are 
Ivorians.  
 
In Maryland, while waiting for the outcome of current 
relocations, UNICEF is pre-positioning supplies to 
reach 9,800 refugee children with primary school and 
ECD Education services. UNICEF is also pre-
positioning school textbooks in French for 3,800 
Ivorian children who will be attending primary school. 
Further education needs assessments were scheduled 
in the border communities along the Luoguato and 
Gborplay axis on 1-2 June. Food distribution started in 
the Janzon axis on May 24 and a total of 455 families 
(2,677 individuals) were served. Food distribution 
started in Bawaydee on 25 May, and benefited 221 
families (1,171 individuals). The distribution of food 
and NFIs for refugees residing in Tuzon was 
completed on 21 May. The Norwegian Refugee 
Council and UNHCR are currently finalizing the design 
of community shelters at Dougee.  
 
In Grand Gedeh, a total of 1,781 households 
composed of over 5,300 individuals are provided with 
shelters. An estimated 53 per cent (42,063 persons) of 
the targeted 78,977 refugees were vaccinated against 
yellow fever. Children aged between 6 and 59 months 
are routinely screened using mid-upper arm 
circumference (MUAC) criteria and oedema detection, 
according to WHO’s guidelines. Children who are 
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found to suffer from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 
with medical complications or no appetite or those with 
MUAC less than 115mm and oedema are referred to 
the SNU at the Saclepea Comprehensive Health 
Centre. Spraying of insect repellent in the camp by the 
Mentor Initiative continued over the reporting period. 
Indoor residual spraying has been conducted in 714 
shelters and 77 toilet and bath structures. 
 

GHANA 
 

The cross-border movements into the western region 
continued throughout the week, but at a considerably 
reduced pace, with 345 persons in total arriving 
between 23 and 29 May. As in previous weeks, the 
overwhelming majority of the new arrivals are from 
Abidjan, and Yopougon in particular.  
 
The situation in the Brong Ahafo region remains calm 
although population movements across the border are 
unpredictable. Return movements to Côte d’Ivoire 
have continued both from Oseikojokrom to N’dyable (a 
village located close to the border) and from Berekum 
mainly to Bondoukou (located at around 10 kilometres 
from the border). UNHCR has continued to sensitize 
asylum seekers on the need to report their return, but 
monitoring of departures remains a challenge due to 
spontaneous and unannounced returns. 
 

• Protection 
 
During the verification exercise in the Berekum transit 
centre in the Brong Ahafo region, 10 asylum-seekers 
with potential combatant/ex-combatant profiles were 
identified. UNHCR is working with the Regional 
Security Office to ensure the separation of ex-
combatants, in order to maintain the civilian and 
humanitarian character of the transit camp. A number 
of asylum-seekers decided to return to Côte d’Ivoire 
after the verification was completed. UNHCR 
continues to monitor the population movements in and 
out of the transit centre, but departing refugees do not 
always inform the Office of their return, which makes 
the monitoring exercise difficult. The forthcoming 
distribution of charcoal is expected to facilitate the 
cross checking of the current list with the actual 
presence in camp. UNHCR also organized training on 
protection for refugees in both transit centres. Many 
raised the concern of access to job opportunities, and 
asked about the future of those who would refuse the 
relocation to camps. Some asked about the possibility 
to call relatives in Côte d’Ivoire to join them in Fetentaa 
camp. 
 
In the western region, UNHCR has interviewed to 
date 209 persons in the Eagle Star Reception Centre 
in an effort to determine the profile of alleged 
combatants and ex-combatants. Preliminary findings 
indicate that a number of the interviewed persons have 
strong links to the parties of the conflict in Côte 
d’Ivoire, and could have actively engaged in the 
conflict. The profile of the population at Eagle Star 
transit centre has significantly changed, with over 70 
per cent of the current resident population now being 
single men (over 350 persons), raising security 
concerns.   

  
Protection staff in Ampain is conducting counselling 
sessions with asylum-seekers in the camp to address 
protection concerns, including testimonies on abuse 
and violence in Côte d’Ivoire. While there are 
indications of spontaneous returns to Côte d’Ivoire, an 
additional 5,700 asylum-seekers have been identified 
and registered in 28 locations in the western and 
central regions during protection assessments 
conducted during the past two months. Asylum-
seekers in host communities have increasingly 
expressed their interest in being transferred to the 
camps. With the opening of emergency shelters in 
Egyeikroum (central region) it will be possible to 
determine whether this interest will continue. 
 

• Humanitarian Assistance 
 
In the Brong Ahafo region, general food distribution 
took place at the Oseikojokrom transit centre:  80 
families (274 persons) turned out and were served 
with a food ration for two weeks. It is envisaged that 
refugees accommodated in Oseikojokrom will receive 
a monthly ration once they relocate to the camp in 
Fetentaa. The construction of latrines and showers in 
Fetentaa is speeding up. Two blocks are under 
completion. One includes 6 latrines and prefabricated 
concrete slabs. Two blocks of four showers each have 
been constructed, including the concrete slabs and 
superstructures in wooden frames and plastic sheets. 
A water tank of a capacity of 10,000 litres was installed 
at the camp. A concrete platform has been constructed 
in front of the water stand to ensure collection of waste 
water. During the reporting period medical screening 
of new arrivals took place at the transit centre in 
Berekum with some 19 people screened. There were 
no cases of risk of malnutrition detected. 
 
In the western region, UNICEF fielded a mission 
accompanied by the representatives of the NGO 
partner Christ the Church, to finalize preparations for 
the engagement in the construction of latrines and 
bath houses in Ampain. During the discussions in 
Ampain, it was agreed that approximately 120 latrines 
will be constructed with the possibility of some being 
constructed in Egyeikroum (central region) if needed. 
A joint field mission with the health coordination team 
which includes UN partners, Ghana Health Service 
and National Catholic Secretariat was scheduled to 
start on 1st of June to assess the health and nutrition 
programme in Ampain camp so as to identify gaps or 
unmet needs.  
 

GUINEA 
 

As of 3 June, 2,772 Ivorian refugees have been 
registered in Guinea.  
 

• Protection 
 
The Eligibility Committee conducted two sessions 
during which 20 applications for refugee status were 
reviewed. Of these, 14 were accepted and 6 were 
postponed to the next session for further clarifications. 
UNHCR protection staff is undertaking the registration 
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of 77 Ivorian refugees transferred to the Kouankan II 
camp on 16 May. 
 

• Humanitarian Assistance 
 
The distribution of “dignity kits” donated by UNFPA 
ended on 27 May in Kouakan II camp. A total of 770 
kits were distributed to Ivorian women between the 
ages of 15 and 55. These kits are composed of 
clothes, shoes, towels, underwear, soap, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste and sanitary pads. The 
distribution will continue on individual basis as needed. 
 

TOGO 
 

An additional 460 arrivals have been reported over the 
past week. The total number of Ivorian refugees in 
Togo is at 5,319 persons. As of 27 May, 1,702 
refugees were hosted at the Tropicana (AVEPOZO) 
site.  
 
On 26 May, the Togolese authorities organized a 
meeting with refugees at the Tropicana site to inform 
them of the dangers of illicit possession and trafficking 
of weapons. The Togolese authorities call on all 
Ivorian persons of concern who have weapons on the 
territory of Togo to hand them over to the authorities in 
accordance with the legislation in force. With respect 
to camp management, a site extension work is 
undertaken in view of increasing the reception capacity 
of the Tropicana camp. 

 
MALI 
 

To date, there are 941 Ivorian refugees registered in 
Mali. 

 
NIGERIA 
 

No new arrivals from Côte d’Ivoire were registered 
during the reporting week. Thus far, 105 Ivorian 
asylum-seekers have been registered in Nigeria. On 
25 May, UNHCR delivered a presentation on the roles 
of Government, Donors and NGOs in Peace Support 
Operations to student officers of the Armed Forces 
Command and Staff College, Jaji, Kaduna. The annual 
presentation, which is requested by the college, 
highlights the specific role of UNHCR in complex 
emergencies and peace support operations. 

 
BENIN  
 

A total of 68 persons of Côte d’Ivoire nationals have 
been registered by the CNAR, bringing the total 
number to 403 Ivorian asylum-seekers registered in 
Benin. 

 
SIERRA LEONE  
 

The number of Ivorian asylum-seekers in Sierra Leone 
stands at four. 
 

NIGER 
 

Two individuals were granted refugee status on 16 
May. The number of Ivorian asylum-seekers 
registered in Niger is 83. 
 

THE GAMBIA 
 

During the reporting week, the figure of newly arrived 
Ivorian asylum seekers remained at 55.  

 
GUINEA BISSAU 
 

So far 44 Ivorian asylum-seekers have been registered 
in Guinea-Bissau. 
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For a map of operations in the West Africa region with updated statistics, please visit:  
http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4d831f586.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information, please contact:
 
UNHCR Headquarters 
94, Rue de Montbrillant 
Geneva, 1202 
 
Valentin Tapsoba 
Regional Representative 
UNHCR RRWA, Dakar 
Phone: +221 33 867 62 07 
Email: tapsoba@unhcr.org  
 
Véronique Robert 
Senior Protection Officer 
UNHCR RRWA, Dakar 
Phone: + 221 33 867 62 07 
Email: robert@unhcr.org  
 
Ndèye Fatou Ndiaye  
Reporting Unit  
UNHCR RRWA, Dakar 
Phone: + 221 33 867 62 07 (ext. 2455)  
Email: ndiaynde@unhcr.org  


