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Introduction  

Substantial independent reporting confirms Libyan government forces planted large numbers of anti-

personnel and anti-vehicle landmines in Misrata, Brega, and Zlitan.  In the Nafusa Mountains, anti-personnel 

and anti-tank mines were found in the vicinity of Zintan and Qawalish.  There has been no independent 

reporting on the use of mines in the fighting within Tripoli to date.  However, the employment of mines by 

Libyan government forces has caused substantial casualties and slowed anti-government forces’ advance on 

Tripoli. This report uses only open sources to describe the use, detection and removal of landmines in Libya 

during the current conflict. Human Rights Watch in particular has been a useful and effective source of 

timely, relevant information on this topic. 

Misrata 

On 07 May, BBC, citing a New York Times report, indicated forces loyal to the Gaddafi regime used 

multiple-launch rockets to deploy a number of anti-vehicle mines at the port of Misrata. Subsequent 

investigation by Human Rights Watch and other specialists identified the mines as Chinese-made, parachute 

delivered, Type 84 Model-A scatterable anti-vehicle landmines. The mines contain a sensitive fuze and can 

detonate as a result of changes in the magnetic field surrounding 

the mine or through a timing mechanism. According to port 

personnel, 28 mines were found in or around the port. Security 

guards, who were not trained in the disposal of explosive ordnance 

materials, managed to detonate several of these mines by gunfire. 

The news of the deployment of anti-vehicle mines near Misrata’s 

port facilities follows earlier reports that pro-Gaddafi forces had 

placed mines in Misrata’s harbour in an attempt to shut down the 

port by sinking incoming ships. Misrata is Libya’s third largest 

city and a key port.  The use of sea and landmines in an effort to 

deny the use of the port to anti-government forces reflects the 

importance the regime places on the city.     

In late May, during renewed fighting in Misrata, Amnesty 

International reported that more than 20 anti-personnel mines were found buried below the surface of a dirt 

road in a residential neighborhood. Anti-personnel landmines were banned in 1997 through an international 
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treaty, commonly known as the Ottawa Convention.  However, Libya is not a signatory to the treaty.  The 

mines, later identified as the Brazilian-made T-AB-1, are made primarily of plastic, thereby making them 

exceptionally difficult to detect.  These anti-personnel mines, coupled with other unexploded ordnance left 

on the battlefield, pose a serious danger to innocent civilians.   

Brega and Zlitan 

Recent media reports indicate anti-government forces have also encountered anti-personnel and anti-vehicle 

mines in the streets of Brega and Zlitan.  Brega is the site of a strategic oil terminal located about 750 km 

east of Tripoli.  Anti-Gaddafi forces say re-taking the city would be a tipping point in the conflict.  In late 

July, a NATO official stated that NATO has witnessed “an increase in indiscriminate mining and the 

escalating use of force by pro-Gaddafi forces in Brega and the western mountains”.  Human Rights Watch, 

citing a 10 July 2011 Agence France Presse (AFP) report, stated that anti-Gaddafi forces advancing into 

Zlitan, located on the outskirts of Brega, encountered anti-personnel mines that killed one fighter and injured 

several others. The Los Angeles Times, in an article published on 29 July 2011, reported anti-government 

forces have cleared more than a thousand anti-personnel and anti-vehicle mines around Port Brega.  The 

mines are deployed in a random pattern, making the clearance effort even more difficult. 

Opposition forces do not have adequate metal detections or other mine clearing equipment.  Instead, 

volunteers use their bare hands to clear away the sand packed around the devices.  Col. Awad Mohammed, 

who commands three teams charged with clearing mines at Port Brega, said dozens of rebel fighters, along 

with farmers and other civilians, have been killed or maimed. The exact number of mines that have been 

planted in the vicinity of Brega is unknown, although a Reuters report in mid-August indicates anti-Gaddafi 

forces believe there may be as many as 3,000 landmines laid along the eastern and northern edges of the city 

and near Brega’s oil terminal.   

Nafusa Mountains   

According to Human Rights Watch, Libyan rebels found and removed more than 150 T-AB-1 mines in 

Khusha, a village about 10 miles north of Zintan in the Nafusa Mountains in June 2011. This was the first 

confirmed use of landmines in the Nafusa Mountains.  The T-AB-1 plastic anti-personnel mine has a low 

metal content, is difficult to detect, and pose a significant threat to 

civilians. In addition to its anti-personnel properties, the T-AB-1 

can be used as a fuze for an anti-vehicle mine with the same name. 

Human Rights Watch inspected the disassembled mines in Zintan. 

It is not known when Libyan government forces might have planted 

these explosives. It is believed that the mines were emplaced to 

defend government positions located further north. 

Further reporting in early July by CNN indicates Libyan 

government forces have also placed anti-personnel and anti-vehicle 

mines near the village of al-Qawalish in the Nafusa Mountains. 

Two of the minefields were laid near each other on a pair of dirt 

roads west of the town.  Human Rights Watch workers observed 

anti-government fighters removing Brazilian-made anti-personnel 

and Chinese-made anti-vehicle mines from the sites. As of 07 July 
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2011, approximately 240 T-AB-1 anti-personnel mines and 46 Type 72-SP anti-vehicle mines have been 

cleared, but clearing operations continue. Anti-government forces have put up signs and markers to keep 

people from entering minefields that have been located. 

Reports of mines being planted by government forces have grown 

over the past few months as anti-Gaddafi forces advanced on 

Tripoli. A NATO official said the military alliance has noted an 

“increase in indiscriminate mining” by pro-regime elements. Anti-

government forces also told reporters that they observed Libyan 

troops laying mines around Ghazaya, Tikut, and Ruwas, towns in 

the Nafusa Mountains located near the Tunisian border.    

While the use of anti-personnel and anti-vehicle mines has slowed 

anti-government force operations, the greater danger is the risk 

these unexploded ordnance pose to unsuspecting civilians, 

especially now that the conflict may be winding down. The poorly-

equipped rebel army does not have the equipment or expertise to 

detect and disarm the explosive devices. When the fighting ends, it is likely that the international community 

will have to devote efforts to clearing mines in Libya for months to come.   
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