
 
WASH Update 
As a result of improved belg/guu/ganna rainfall (both in terms of coverage and intensity) over the past couple of 
weeks, water availability has improved in most of the chronically water insecure parts of the country. As government 
and humanitarian partners are reviewing water trucking requirements, interventions have been scaled down from 120 
trucks operating nationwide two weeks ago to 87 trucks, including in Somali Region (25, down from 45); Oromia 
Region (28, down from 36); and SNNPR (18, down from 22). Trucking activities remain unchanged in Afar (10) and 
Tigray (6) Regions. Despite good rainfall in Southern Tigray zone of Tigray Region since 30 March, water availability 
has not improved.  The region’s Eastern, Southern and South-Eastern zones have only received erratic and below-
normal rainfall over the same period. In Afar, no rainfall was recorded in areas where water trucking is currently 
underway.  Meanwhile, all trucking activities have ceased in Amhara Region due to good rainfall in affected kebeles of 
Minjar Shekore woreda.  UNICEF plans to assess water needs in Amhara in areas that have so far received no or 
below-normal rainfall. For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org  
Health Update  
During the past week, six suspected cases of meningococcal meningitis were reported from Kembata Tembaro and 
Wolayita zones of SNNPR, bringing the total to 131 cases reported since the beginning of the outbreak in early March. 
In preparation for the planned mass meningitis vaccination campaign, the Regional Health Bureau (RHB) has 
identified 120,000 people between the ages of 2 and 30 years in kebeles reporting the highest caseload. Suspected 
cases of measles also continue to be reported from SNNPR. During the past week, 16 cases of measles were 
reported from Dima woreda of Agnuak zone (15) and Kachabira woreda of Kembata Tembaro zone (1). Case 
investigation and management is ongoing. Meanwhile, the SNNP RHB, in collaboration with Plan International and 
WHO, has trained 100 people from the Public Health Emergency Management centre, health centres and hospitals in 
Sidama zone on early warning and communication, risk assessment, preparedness, outbreak investigation and post-
epidemic evaluation.  
In Somali Region, six suspected cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) were reported from Degehabur town of 
Degahabur zone. Since the beginning of the outbreak on 20 March, 290 cases have been reported from Degehabur, 
Gunagado and Birkot woredas of Degehabur zone. The outbreak, which first occurred in Degehabur town, spread to 
the latter two woredas three weeks ago. Regional authorities continue to implement prevention and control measures, 
with support from MSF, UNICEF and WHO.  Meanwhile, WHO has supported the monitoring of preparedness 
activities for possible malaria, measles, AWD and meningitis outbreaks in South Gondar zone of Amhara Region. The 
zone has repeatedly been affected by disease outbreaks in past years. Identified gaps, including in drugs and medical 
supplies, were communicated to the RHB. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
Moyale Update 
The third round of general food distributions for 28,124 Kenyans displaced within Ethiopia’s Moyale woredas of 
Oromia and Somali Regions is ongoing. The food ration includes 415.65 MT of wheat, 438 MT of pulses, 45.99 MT of 
dates and 721.25 cartons of oil for the entire caseload. The NGO Merlin has also provided supplies for three months 
targeted supplementary feeding, including 504 sacs of corn soya blend (8.4kg/person/month) and 75 cartons of oil 
(1litre/per/month), for 258 children under age 5 and 242 pregnant and breastfeeding women suffering from moderate 
acute malnutrition. Meanwhile, CARE continues to support water trucking activities for the displaced Kenyans and 
host communities in Moyale with three trucks, supplying 130,000 litres of water per day for the entire caseload. 
Additional water trucking is required to meet the daily emergency water provision standard of 5 litres per person per 
day. For more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et and ocha-eth@un.org. 
Refugee Update 
As of 26 April, 150,453 Somali refugees were hosted in the five refugee camps and the transit centre in Dollo Ado (53 
per cent female). Of the total, 1,732 refugees have arrived since the beginning of the month at an average daily arrival 
rate of 82 people. In western Ethiopia, 33,380 refugees (45 per cent female), mostly from Sudan’s Blue Nile State, 
were registered by UNHCR in refugee camps in Beneshangul Gumuz Region by 21 April.  
Further south in western Ethiopia, distribution of food and NFIs is ongoing for some 15,000 people from South 
Sudan’s Lou Nuer community, who have been crossing into Ethiopia’s Gambella Region since mid-February 2012. To 
date, ARRA, UNHCR and IOM have relocated about 3,462 new arrivals from South Sudan from their temporary 
settlements around Yoakwol, Moun and Gilo kebeles of Wanthowa woreda, Nuer zone, to Fugnido camp in Gambella 
Region. A joint assessment conducted on 23 March under the leadership of the Regional Disaster Prevention and 
Food Security Office found that the influx of people into Gambella’s border areas has further strained local resources 
in host communities. In particular, the mission observed an increase in prices of staple food and a decline in food 
availability, including river fish. The existing water, sanitation and health infrastructure is insufficient to deal with the 
influx and to respond adequately in case of disease outbreaks. MSF-France has reported a slight increase in 
diarrhoeal cases amongst children under age 5. Although no disease outbreaks have been reported so far, the 
situation needs timely attention given the water shortage, crowded living condition, increasing malnutrition cases and 
poor immunization status of children. Priorities for intervention are provision of safe drinking water, food, core relief 
items and immunization services. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org or PROKOPCH@unhcr.org  
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