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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 PARAGUAY: Some 10,000 families affected by floods.  20 communities are isolated. 

 PERÚ: More than 700,000 people affected during the rainy season.  Classes are suspended in the department of Loreto. 

 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: A cold front keeps the country in alert.  715 people were affected during the weekend 
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RAINS AND FLOODS 

PARAGUAY: More than 10,000 families have 

been affected by floods. Authorities declared a 

state of emergency in El Chaco (Occidental 

region). The government approved funds for 

US$7, 7 million to assist the affected.  Some 

people were evacuated during the weekend, and 

some 20 communities are isolated. Authorities 

sent food to the affected areas.  More 

humanitarian assistance is being mobilized from 

the province of Formosa, Argentina. 

Source: Government of Paraguay. 

 

 

Senators approved the declaration of emergency for El 
Chaco. US$7, 7 million were granted for humanitarian 
assistance. ©ABC Digital – PY. 

 

PERÚ: The current rainy season has left some 

700,023 people affected in 892 districts of the 

24 departments.  

 

Situation in Loreto 

Some 218,718 people are affected. There are 

49,420 houses damaged, 83 emergency 

temporary shelters activated and people living in 

tents.  Estimates of 50 per cent of the crops are 

lost (some 18,000 hectares). On March 29th, 

authorities declared a state of emergency for 24 

districts of the 7 provinces of the department.  

Classes were suspended for 30 days; which 

involve 1,000 schools, 415 of which are under 

water and 40 are being used as emergency 

shelters. After several inter-agencies’ 

assessments, and due to the lack of funding, the 

UN system studies the possibility of requesting a 

CERF to support the national authorities, in 

order to deliver humanitarian assistance to the 

most affected.  

Source: Government of Peru / United Nations. 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Some 715 people 

were evacuated, 125 houses flooded and 32 

severely affected, while the levels of alert 

against floods remain.  Authorities are 

 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org


Nota Semanal sobre Emergencias 

 2 

coordinating the assistance to the victims and 

sent a team of experts to the affected zones to 

evaluate the impact of the disaster; they are 

also monitoring the evolution of the weather. 

Some 14 provinces are under alert due to a cold 

front affecting the country, four are under red 

alert. 

Source: Emergency Operations Centre. 

 

COLOMBIA: Between 15 March and 11 April, 

the current winter season have left 47,164 

victims and 8 deaths.  Some 8,738 houses were 

damaged and 94 destroyed. In total, 27 

education centres and 71 roads were affected.  

This first rainy season have caused emergencies 

in 79 municipalities (1,120 people) in 24 

departments of the country (32, plus Bogotá, 

the Capital district). The most affected 

departments are: Amazonas, Nariño, Putumayo, 

Cauca, Valle del Cauca, Santander and 

Cundinamarca. Authorities have allotted some 

$2, 7 million for emergency response.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

NICARAGUA: Rains damaged some 200 houses 

in the North and Centre of the country; at least 

800 people were affected, as well as 31 

neighbourhoods in the capital, and left 122 

flooded houses. 

Source: INETER vía La Prensa  

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY  

COLOMBIA: The orange alert in the Nevado del 

Ruíz Volcano remains active.  The seismic 

activity registered during the last week 

continues. Some 200 basic emergency units of 

the Red Cross are on alert; they are temporary 

shelters with a capacity for 3,000 people, will be 

installed in case of an eventual eruption. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

HEALTH - EPIDEMICS 

COLOMBIA - DENGUE: The Tolima 

Department’s Health Secretariat declared a 

yellow alert in the hospital network due to an 

increased amount of cases of classic dengue.   

There are actually 614 reported cases of 

dengue.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

ECUADOR - DENGUE: Some 5 people have 

died of dengue, while the affected total 4,700, of 

which 70 are haemorrhagic dengue. This 

outbreak surpasses the one in 2010, that 

affected 4,000 people and left 4 deaths, while 

last year there was only one death.  

Source: Government of Ecuador vía El Universo. 

 

GUATEMALA - DENGUE: 556 cases of dengue 

have been reporting during 2012.  Authorities 

have shown concern due to start in advance of 

the rainy season. The most vulnerable areas for 

the proliferation of the dengue-transmitter 

mosquito are the departments of Coatepeque 

and Escuintla. 

Source: National Comprehensive Health System  

 


