
 
Food Security Update 
The seasonal rainfall analysis provided by WFP indicates that above normal rainfall has been received in parts of North 
Wollo, South Wollo and Oromia zones of Amhara and parts of southern Tigray Region in the third dekad of March. However, 
the overall performance of the belg rains (mid-February to May) in almost all belg-receiving parts of the country to date is far 
below normal, which is much worse than the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) forecast of near- to below-normal 
rainfall. This will extend and deepen the lean season in belg-dependent areas as belg crop planting is delayed or passed 
over in favour of long-cycle, meher crops and pasture and water availability worsens. In SNNPR, near to total failure of the 
sweet potato harvest has been reported in the major root crop-dependent areas of Kembata, Hadiya and Wolayita zones. In 
addition to moisture stress suffered by the sweet potato crop, the extended dry conditions have been favourable for pest 
infestations in some areas, leading to further crop damage. Under normal circumstances, the sweet potato crop comes onto 
the market in March and is consumed primarily by poor households during the March to May lean season, until the belg 
harvest begins in June. This year, there is no sweet potato available in the region’s markets, indicating a likely increase in 
food insecurity in affected areas. The preliminary results of the recently concluded joint assessment in SNNPR confirm a 
need for more relief food for the poorest households due to the failure of the sweet potato harvest and the impact of the 
delayed belg rains. 
Elsewhere in the belg-receiving parts of the country, actual planting performance is insignificant compared to planned belg 
cropland. Even if, rains permitting, the crops are planted in the coming weeks, they face a serious risk of failure due to the 
forecast timely cessation of the rains, which would result in a shortened growing period. The crops are also vulnerable to 
damage at the start of the meher (June to September) rains when they are likely to be at the flowering, maturity or 
harvesting stage. In the lowland pastoralist areas of southern and south-eastern Ethiopia, the guu/ganna (April to June) rains 
are now also delayed (consistent with the seasonal forecast), increasing the likelihood of continued abnormal livestock 
migration, deterioration of livestock body conditions and a resultant decline in livestock prices. This will negatively impact 
pastoralist terms of trade when coupled with the continuing high price of food. Normally, food prices do not start to show 
seasonal rises until May; however, this year they started to rise as early as February, with food price inflation of 47.4 per 
cent reported during the month, up from 41.4 per cent in January. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org & 
ethiopia@fews.net 
Health Update  
During the past week, seven suspected cases of meningococcal meningitis were reported from Kembata Tembaro and 
Wolayita zones of SNNPR, bringing the total cases reported since the beginning of the outbreak in early March to 102. To 
date, seven of the 102 suspected cases were confirmed for meningitis. Close monitoring of the disease trend and case 
management continue, with the involvement of all levels of the health system and strong support from health partners. Ten 
suspected cases of measles were reported during the past week from Tigray, Afar and SNNP Regions. A measles outbreak 
was confirmed in Tahitay Adiyabo woreda of North Western Tigray zone, in response to which the Regional Health Bureau 
has launched a selective measles vaccination campaign and house-to-house case searches and management. In SNNPR, 
the cases reported during the past week came from Kembata Tembaro zone, whereas Keffa and Gamo Gofa zones, which 
had consistently been reporting the highest number of cases over the past several months, reported zero cases during the 
same time period. 
An increasing number of malaria cases are being reported from SNNP, Amhara, Oromia and Tigray Regions, with a total of 
591,371 cases and 60 deaths reported since January. Almost half of the caseload is from SNNPR, with the official outbreak 
threshold surpassed in Kembata Tembaro, Wolayita and Segen zones. Similarly, the outbreak threshold has been 
surpassed in two zones of Tigray Region. Close monitoring of the disease trends and implementation of preventive and 
control measures are ongoing. To the east, 31 suspected cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) were reported from 
Degehabur town of Somali Region. Detailed investigations by the Regional Public Health Emergency Management team, in 
collaboration with WHO and MSF Spain, indicate damage to safe water sources, which led to usage of water from 
unprotected sources by the majority of the population in Degehabur town as the cause of the outbreak. For more 
information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
Food Assistance Response 
First round (2012) relief food dispatches reached 89 per cent as of 3 April, including 92 per cent to areas covered by 
DRMFSS, 83 per cent to WFP-covered areas (Somali Region) and 97 per cent to areas covered by the NGO consortium 
Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP). Dispatch of the second round of relief food has also started, with 2 per cent of total 
allocations dispatched as of the same date. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  
Refugee Update 
Preliminary results of a recently concluded multi-agency nutrition survey (conducted from 22 February to 25 March) suggest 
that the nutrition situation of the refugees in Bokolomanyo and Melkadida camps has shown a marked improvement since 
the last survey conducted in October 2011. According to the results, global acute malnutrition (GAM) and severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) rates stood at 12.3 per cent (down from 33.4) and 1.9 per cent (down from 11) respectively in 
Bokolmanyo; and 15 per cent (down from 33) and 1.5 per cent (down from 11.9) in Melkadida camps. The under-five 
mortality rates have also shown a decreasing trend since October, with 1.4 deaths per 10,000 per day (down from 2.3) in 
Bokolomanyo and 1.2 deaths per 10,000 per day (down from 4) in Melkadida camps. On the other hand, the nutrition 
situation in Boramino camp remains alarming with GAM and SAM rates of 32.7 per cent and 5.9 per cent respectively (the 
international emergency thresholds are 15 per cent for GAM and 3 per cent for SAM). The very poor health and nutritional 
status of the new arrivals and their extended stay in the transit centre without receiving adequate health and nutrition 
services are among the reasons given for the high rate of malnutrition in Boramino. The NGO Goal indicated that, even if still 
concerning, the situation has shown some improvement since the launch of their nutrition program in late November 2011. 
Similar surveys are planned for Kobe and Hilaweyn camps in the near future. For more information, contact: 
gegziabk@unhcr.org or prokopch@unhcr.org  
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