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Highlights:  
• The continued influx of refugees into Upper Nile State is straining the humanitarian operation. 

Currently there are 80,000 refugees from Sudan’s Blue Nile in the South Sudanese state. 
• The UN Security Council views the recent cross-border violence between Sudan and South Sudan 

as a threat to international peace and security. 
• The Greater Equatoria region is likely to benefit from above normal rainfall over coming months. 
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I. Situation overview  
 
As supplies are prepositioned ahead of the rainy season, the humanitarian situation in South Sudan remains 
strained, with relief agencies responding to multiple operations across the country. Aid organizations are 
supporting people affected by continuing inter-communal clashes in Jonglei State, and close to 100,000 
refugees who have fled to Unity and Upper Nile states from Sudan. An estimated 110,000 people displaced 
by fighting that broke out in Abyei last May are also being provided with relief. 
 
Tensions continue between South Sudan and Sudan as African Union-mediated talks between the two 
countries on oil transit fees, citizenship and Abyei resumed in Addis Ababa on 6 March. The same day, 
relations between the two states were discussed by the UN Security Council, which expressed grave 
concern about the reported cross-border violence between the two countries, including troop movements, 
support to proxy forces and recent aerial bombardments. The Council views the situation as a serious threat 
to international peace and security. It urged the two countries to implement and respect the letter and spirit 
of the Memorandum of Understanding on Non-Aggression and Cooperation, which was agreed under the 
auspices of the AU High-level Implementation Panel on 10 February.  
 
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
NFIs and other relief delivered to conflict-affected people in Jonglei State 
The security situation in Jonglei State remains fragile, with inter-communal clashes persisting, including a 
cattle raid carried out in Nyirol County’s Lankien payam on 1 March. Local authorities claim that 30 people 
were killed and 15 wounded. The numbers have yet to be verified, but a humanitarian partner on the ground 
counted 15 bodies. A rapid inter-agency humanitarian assessment carried out in Lankien on 8 March did not 
identify any people displaced by the incident. 
 
Relief continues to be provided to 140,000 people affected by the wave of inter-communal violence that 
began in late December. Non-food items (NFIs) are being distributed to a number of conflict-affected areas, 
containing relief such as mosquito nets, blankets and soap. Kits have just been delivered to Waat, Walgak, 
Pulchuol, Pathai and Lankien, and will be distributed to 2,500 households in these areas in the coming days. 
Over 480 households in Duk and 150 in Twic East were provided with kits, and emergency shelter material 
has been delivered for some 500 households in Lekuangole. Approximately 1,000 NFI kits are on their way 
to Pibor town. Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) needs are mostly being met in Pibor County and 
humanitarian partners have handed over continuity to longer-term partners. In total, 18 hand pumps were 
repaired following the crisis. Elsewhere in Jonglei, boreholes are being repaired in Walgak, Deng Jok, Waat, 
Yuai, Duk Padiet, and Twic East County. Education support is also ongoing, with two temporary learning 
spaces set up in Boma over the week, providing learning opportunities for 160 children. Twenty-three 
schools-in-a-box, 27 recreation kits and 22 mobile blackboards to support over 2,000 children have been 
delivered. Three schools that were occupied by soldiers and displaced people have now been evacuated, 
although the military is still camping around one of the schools in Pibor town. Efforts are underway to move 
the soldiers away from the school.  
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Communities from Jonglei on the move to Ethiopia 
Reports from partners indicate that between 10,000 and 15,000 Lou Nuer and Murle have moved from 
Jonglei to Gambella in Ethiopia. The movement is yet to be verified by humanitarian partners in Ethiopia, but 
it may be pre-emptive of further inter-communal attacks in Jonglei, or an effort to take arms out of the state 
before the upcoming disarmament drive, reportedly due to start 15 March at the earliest.  
 
Refugee arrivals to Upper Nile State straining humanitarian operation 
Upper Nile State hosts the largest concentration of refugees fleeing conflict in Sudan, with more than 80,000 
people from Sudan’s Blue Nile State currently 
identified. The levels of new arrivals continue to 
increase at the Doro and Jamman refugee sites in 
Maban County. Close to 3,000 new arrivals were 
registered during the week. The sheer pace of the 
influx is placing massive pressure on the capacity and 
resources of the humanitarian response operation. 
 
Humanitarian agencies continue to provide relief to the new arrivals and those already residing at the 
refugee sites. The airlift of NFIs, which began on 20 December was completed last week. The airlift was 
prompted by a surge in refugee numbers in the state, which swelled from about 25,000 in  
mid-December to the current total of 80,000. The airlift included 10,000 family tents, 20,000 jerry cans, 
40,000 mosquito nets, 50,000 blankets and 20,000 plastic sheets. Contingency reserves will be stockpiled 
for the rainy season when roads will be impassable. The water situation in Doro remains critical, according 
to UNHCR, albeit improved with the activation of a 75,000 litre-a-day purifying system. In Jamman, efforts 
continue to identify new water sources in the area. With regard to food aid, over 34,600 refugees received 
30 days worth of food in Jammam over the week. In Doro, food distribution to 46,000 people is ongoing. A 
targeted distribution of supplementary food to some 700 pregnant women in Doro has been completed. 
 
Humanitarian agencies return to Yida 
Refugees who have fled fighting in Sudan’s Southern Kordofan State are concentrated at the Yida site in 
Unity State, close to the Sudan border. Protection partners conducted a Level 2 detailed registration for over 
16,000 people at the site as of the end of February, where new arrivals continue to be received. On  
26 February, humanitarian partners temporarily evacuated from Yida as a result of intense bombardment in 
the nearby disputed Lake Jaw area, returning shortly after the intensity of violence diminished. Protection 
partners remain concerned about the security of the refugees at Yida and continue to advocate for their 
relocation to locations further away from dangerous border areas. 
 
Humanitarian assistance to refugees continues in Unity. Over 1,000 
refugees in Pariang and 574 refugees in Nyeel were reached with 
food for one month over the week. In Yida, over 1,000 pregnant and 
lactating women received food under the blanket supplementary 
feeding programme. In Pariang, 1,200 students have been 
registered for secondary school, with registration continuing as more 
students arrive. As some of the students arriving are more than 18 
years old, an adult education strategy to complement a child 
protection assessment will be conducted to identify the best overall 
education strategy for this group of adults. 
 
Re-registration of people displaced from Abyei progressing well  
The re-registration and re-verification of people is reportedly progressing well in Abyei, the Agok area and 
Warrap State. The exercise, which began on 27 February, sets out to identify the exact number and present 
locations of people displaced by the conflict that broke out in Abyei in May 2011. Humanitarian assistance to 
the estimated 110,000 people displaced by the conflict in Abyei continues. According to food security and 
livelihood partners, the food security situation in Agok has improved slightly, and increased supplies of food 
commodities and livestock have been observed in Agok market. Between 28 February and 5 March, 5,800 
people displaced to Warrap State were provided with one-month’s worth of food rations. Partners are 

Refugee 
site 

Increase over  
the last week 

Registered number  
of refugees 

Doro 2,004  46,064  

Jammam 892  35,029 

Total 2,896  81,093 

Refugee site Registered number 
of refugees 

Yida 16,022  

Pariang 1,050  

Nyeel 574  

Total 17,646  



Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin                                                                                          2-8 March 2012 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

implementing a livelihoods project and have provided 11 grinding mills to people from displaced 
communities north of River Kiir/Bahr el Arab, and nine in Agok. Aid agencies have also introduced a cash-
for-work programme in Agok. People displaced and the host community are working together on the 
construction of a bridge in Agok town in return for cash, which aims to increase purchasing power.  
 
According to the UN peacekeeping mission, UNISFA, there has been no further return of people displaced 
from Abyei to the areas north of Bahr el Arab/River Kiir for the past two weeks. The presence of landmines 
and non-UN armed groups, as well as the lack of basic services, has prevented any significant return, 
according to reports.   
 
Greater Equatoria likely to benefit from rainfall forecast  
The Consensus Outlook Forecast for March to May indicates that South Sudan is likely to receive normal to 
above normal rainfall, and that rain levels are more likely to be above normal than below. The positive 
impact of the forecast will be felt in Greater Equatoria, where the March-May season accounts for 40 to 60 
per cent of annual food production. However, the rains could slow down prepositioning of humanitarian 
supplies. Prepositioning in March before the rains intensify could significantly improve the humanitarian 
situation during the rainy months. Identifying potential bottlenecks on the main transport corridors may also 
help to ensure roads are passable through April.  
 
Over 100 aid agencies use humanitarian Internet service 
The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster has established Internet and voice telephony services for the 
humanitarian community in four locations in South Sudan; the WFP office in Bentiu in Unity State, the 
InterSOS office in Pibor in Jonglei State, the UNHCR office in Maban in Upper Nile State, and the IOM and 
MSF France offices in Renk in Upper Nile. The service is free for humanitarian workers, in a bid to 
strengthen communication and information-sharing in the field. Printing and scanning facilities are also 
available in the Internet cafes. So far, over 770 aid workers from over 100 humanitarian organisations are 
registered with the system. The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster is offering free radio training, which 
covers the operation and basic maintenance of VHF and HF radios. The training has already taken place for 
225 participants in Bentiu, Rumbek, Wau, Aweil and Malakal. Further training will be carried out in Bor, Torit, 
Yambio and Juba in the coming weeks. More information on the Emergency Telecommunication Cluster can 
be found on the ICT Humanitarian Emergency Platform at http://ictemergency.wfp.org. 
 
III. Returns to South Sudan 
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei

Western 
Equatoria

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals 
29 Feb-6 March  75 0 51 226 97 0 0 0 0 0 449 
Previous Total 59,982 87,634 33,202 69,573 21,406 17,402 21,034 2,270 42,594 11,700 366,797 
Updated Total 60,057 87,634 33,253 69,799 21,503 17,402 21,034 2,270 42,594 11,700 367,246 
Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 25,317 32,080 16,894 23,499 7,937 15,631 16,090 1,548 26,522 9,886 175,404 
Spontaneous 19,590 55,554 7,102 44,909 13,566 1,501 4,914 673 16,072 1,814 165,695 
Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

 
*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 6 March 2012. 
 
Returnee trains en route to Greater Bahr el Ghazal  
IOM-supported trains carrying some 1,500 returnees from Khartoum and Kosti that departed on 2 March 
were in Babanusa in South Kordofan by the end of the week, awaiting the arrival of the luggage and 
maintenance trains. Once those trains arrive, a security escort will accompany them to the South Sudan 
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border, where they will proceed to Aweil in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State and Wau in Western Bahr el 
Ghazal State. Returnee movements from Sudan to South Sudan remained low in numbers over the week, 
with some 450 new arrivals in South Sudan reported, bringing the overall total since October 2010 to over 
367,000 people. 
 
Planning for potential mass influx continues 
Humanitarian partners continue to plan for vastly increased returns ahead of the 8 April deadline for South 
Sudanese to establish their status in Sudan. Agencies are deploying surge staff in the event of increased 
returns. Discussions are ongoing between the UK Department for International Development, the 
Humanitarian Coordinator and OCHA on the possible use of the Standby Partner Programme (SBPP) to 
support operational planning for the worst case scenario, in particular in case of mass return. A returnee 
focal point has been hired by the World Food Programme. A reintegration theme group has been re-
established to improve support for reintegration of returnees, while humanitarian partners have been 
working with the UN mission, UNMISS, to help establish its role with regard to the protection of civilians in 
the event of an accelerated returns process. In line with contingency planning led by the Emergency Return 
Sector, the coordination body of humanitarian partners tasked with planning and strategizing returnee 
response, the preparation of temporary sites in locations such as Melut and Malakal in Upper Nile State has 
begun, where returnees may be supported in transit in the event of large scale return. 


