
 
Health Update 
Measles, meningitis, acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) and malaria continue to be the main public health emergency 
concerns in the country. During the past week, 48 suspected measles cases were reported from Adiyo and Gesha 
woredas of Keffa zone, Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples region (SNNPR). This is a decline in the number of 
new cases reported from the two woredas in recent weeks, from 281 cases three weeks ago to 74 cases the following 
week and 48 cases in the previous week. Meanwhile, the measles vaccination campaign, which started on 10 February in 
all woredas of Keffa zone and adjacent woredas of Gamo Gofa zone, has been completed. Out of 469,876 children 
between the ages of 6 months and 15 years targeted by the campaign, 457,035 were reached (95.8 per cent coverage). 
Enhanced surveillance and active case identification and management continue in areas affected by ongoing measles 
outbreaks. Elsewhere, new suspected measles outbreaks were reported from Ankasha woreda of Awi zone (Amhara 
Region) and Dibat woreda of Metekel zone (Beneshangul Gumuz Region). The respective Regional Health Bureaus 
(RHBs) and WHO are currently conducting outbreak investigations.  
In response to an outbreak of meningococcal meningitis, a team composed of the SNNPR RHB, Ethiopian Health and 
Nutrition Research Institute (EHNRI) and WHO has been deployed to Kembata Tembaro and Wolayita zones. The team 
will conduct surveillance and case identification and management in eight woredas of the two zones zones, where 40 
cases of meningococcal meningitis have been reported since the beginning of January. The team has also brought 
medical supplies, including drugs, laboratory and other medical equipment to the area.  
In Beneshangul Gumuz, 45 AWD cases were reported from Dibat woreda during the past week, increasing the number of 
reported cases to 256 since the first week of February. A critical shortage of potable water is suspected to be the main 
cause of the outbreak: many hand pumps are either dysfunctional (45 per cent) or in poor condition. However, the AWD 
outbreak has reportedly been brought under control through the concerted efforts of the Government, WHO and UNICEF. 
In Beneshangul Gumuz region, a localized outbreak of malaria has been reported from Kurmuk woreda of Assosa zone. 
Case management has been initiated and a regional health team is currently conducting detailed investigations. For more 
information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 

WASH Update 
As of 28 February, national water trucking requests stood at 177 trucks for six regions, including Somali (82), Oromia (63), 
Afar (15), Tigray (9), Amhara (5) and SNNP (3) Regions. Some 45 trucks are currently serving the needs of 114,950 
people, leaving a gap of 132 trucks. Construction and rehabilitation of dysfunctional water schemes is ongoing: in the past 
weeks, six water schemes in East Harerge and Bale zones of Oromia Region were maintained, benefiting some 15,000 
people. Similarly, two water schemes serving 800 people were maintained in Afar region. For Somali Region, where water 
trucking requests drastically increased in the last week of February, the regional Disaster Prevention and Preparedness 
Bureau (DPPB) has requested WASH assistance for 392,418 people. According to the region, ETB 25 million (US$ 1.4 
million) is required for water trucking requirements. For more information, contact: awesterbeeek@unicef.org 

Food Assistance Update 
Relief food dispatches under the first round (2012) reached 16 per cent as of 27 February, including 73 per cent 
dispatched to areas covered by DRMFSS and 6 per cent to areas covered by WFP in Somali Region. A total 28,851 MT 
of food has been allocated to cover the relief food needs of 3.2 million people nationwide during the first half of 2012, 
including 1.4 million people covered by DRMFSS, 705,000 people by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation 
(JEOP), and 1.1 people by WFP through the Hubs-and-Spokes programme in Somali Region. According to WFP, the 
beneficiary figures in DRMFSS and WFP covered areas will vary for each round in the first half of 2012 (through round 
four) in line with regional requests, while the caseload for the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) will 
remain the same. Meanwhile, dispatch of the ninth round (2011) relief food assistance targeting 1.4 million beneficiaries in 
the Somali Region stood at 89 per cent as of the same date.   For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

Moyale Update 
The Government and humanitarian partners continue to address the emergency needs of 29,211 Kenyans who were 
displaced into Ethiopia (Moyale woredas, Oromia and Somali regions) in January 2012 following conflict between the 
Borana and Gabra communities in northern Kenya. The Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) 
and WFP began to distribute a second 15-day round of relief food (rice and dates) at the beginning of March 2012. This 
second round covers the entire caseload of displaced Kenyans. DRMFSS had previously distributed food for 15,000 
people for 15 days at the beginning of February. Blanket supplementary feeding and distribution of non-food items (NFIs) 
by GOAL and Oxfam GB respectively, also continues. Additionally, UNICEF and CARE are providing 66,000 litres of 
water per day for the displaced people as well as the host community. While three water trucks are currently deployed 
(one by UNICEF and two by CARE), additional trucks are required to meet the national standard of 5 litres per person per 
day (160,000 litres of water per day required in total). For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 
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