
 
Food Assistance Update 
As of 31 January, the eighth round relief food dispatches reached 98 per cent completion, with 98 per cent of relief food 
dispatched to areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operations (JEOP) and 96 per cent to areas 
covered by the World Food Programme (WFP) in the Somali Region. Dispatch to areas covered by the Disaster Risk 
Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) was completed at the end of December. WFP relief food dispatch to 
the Somali Region for the ninth round (2011) stood at 48 per cent as of the same date. Meanwhile, the Food Management 
Task Force is developing the calendar for relief food dispatches in 2012: comprehensive planning last year enabled relief 
food partners to dispatch more rounds than in previous years, i.e. nine rounds in 2011 compared to eight in 2010 and 
seven in 2009. In its latest report, WFP also notes that, as agreed during the launch of the 2012 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD), the agency will work closely with DRMFSS to monitor the food security situation in 
Southern Nations, Nationalities and People’s Region (SNNPR) in the coming months in consideration of the lower number 
of relief food beneficiaries approved by the regional authorities and the uncertain prospects for the belg (March-May) rains 
and harvest. For more information, contact:   wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 
Health Update 
The final Result of the testing of previously-reported suspected Acute Flaccid Paralysis (AFP) cases in Dollo Ado town 
(Somali Region) were negative for polio. No new cases of AFP have been identified over the past week. In SNNPR, 176 
new cases of measles were reported from Keffa and Gamo Gofa zones in the past week. As was the case in the previous 
four weeks, the highest number of cases was reported from Gesha woreda of Keffa zone. The Public Health Emergency 
Management (PHEM) technical taskforce is currently coordinating the roll-out of a mass measles vaccination campaign in 
all woredas of Keffa zone, as well as selected woredas of adjacent zones in the region. These areas were not covered by 
the national immunization campaign, which was carried out from September to December 2011. The vaccination 
campaign is planned to start in two weeks’ time. Health partners continue to support case management and health 
education in the affected areas. New cases of malaria continue to be reported from the same zones of SNNPR: 125 cases 
from Keffa and 105 from Gamo Gofa. The rapid response team composed of experts from the federal and regional levels 
that was deployed last week remains on the ground conducting case management and environmental control measures. 
For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
 
WASH Update 
Water trucking requirements countrywide stand at 73 trucks, with water trucking needs identified in Afar (15), Amhara (1), 
Oromia (28), Somali (20) and Tigray (9) regions. Currently, 38 trucks are serving some 126,000 people, leaving a gap of 
35 trucks, including in Afar (11), Oromia (17) and Somali (7) regions. In response to recurrent water shortages in these 
drought-prone areas, the Government and partners continue construction and maintenance of water schemes. In Oromia, 
one borehole was rehabilitated in Habiro woreda and two water schemes maintained in Mieso and Boke woredas 
benefiting an estimated 7,500 people. To the east, nine deep wells, serving some 27,100 people, were rehabilitated in five 
woredas of Afar region. As part of the acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) prevention strategy in high risk areas of the 
Southern Nations Nationalities and People’s region, six traditional wells have been cleaned and treated. Health education 
is also being provided to affected communities in the region to improve hygienic practices. For more information, contact: 
awesterbeek@unicef.org  
 
Moyale Update 
OCHA deployed a team to Moyale woreda (Oromia) in the last week amid reports that conflict between the Borena and 
Gabra clans in northern Kenya has displaced tens of thousands of people. (NB: a Moyale woreda exists in both Somali 
and Oromia regions of Ethiopia, and is also an area in neighbouring northern Kenya.) A rapid assessment in Moyale 
(Oromia) was undertaken in the opening days of February with DRMFSS, local authorities and other international partners 
on the ground. At present, humanitarian organizations are using a working figure of 20,000 people who may have been 
displaced into Ethiopia from Kenya, with approximately half in Moyale (Borena zone, Oromia region) and half in Moyale 
(Liben zone, Somali Region) to organize the response.  The working figure is being used pending verification of the 
number of people displaced into Ethiopia. To date, food for up to 15,000 people (rice and dates for 15 days) and non-food 
items (plastic sheets and household goods for 3,000 people) have been dispatched by DRMFSS. A number of UN 
agencies and NGOs have indicated their availability to support the response, and agreed to cover gaps in the response as 
they are identified.  Priority areas for response initially identified include water and sanitation, health, food and further non-
food items. Shelter is not as high a priority, as the majority of the displaced are reportedly staying with families in the host 
community. Others have been accommodated temporarily in schools. Further assessments of the situation are required to 
identify and quantify needs and plan the response accordingly. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org 
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