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In Sindh, thousands of families are living in makeshift settlements 

along roads and canal embankments: Photo: UNOCHA  

 

Pakistan Humanitarian Bulletin 
29 September 2011 

 

 
This Bulletin is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. The Bulletin covers the 
humanitarian situation resulting from monsoon floods in Pakistan. The next bulletin will be issued on or around 
6 October.  

 

Situation Overview 

 

The UN-Government joint rapid needs 

assessments that were completed in 16 districts 

of Sindh show that 5.44 million people (25 

percent of the total population), including 2.66 

million women were affected by the rains and 

floods, with 1.8 million people of these displaced 

from their homes., National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA) reports that 

some 8.9 million people have been affected by 

floods in Sindh. The assessment results further 

show that floods and rains also affected 11 

districts of Balochistan. More than 389,600 

people have been affected while some 3,400 

people are residing in 1,254 temporary shelter 

sites. 

 

More than 2,449 schools in 10 districts of Sindh 

continue to host the displaced population. 

Voluntary movement of IDPs from these schools 

needs to be ensured. Furthermore, there is a 

need for an integrated approach towards 

response in Sindh and Balochistan covering all life 

saving sectors.  

Emergency Shelter and NFIs are considered the major needs of the 

affected population in Sindh. Distribution of emergency shelter and 

NFIs is taking place in Badin, one of the worse affected districts in 

Sindh. Photo: IOM 

 

The Government figures show that heavy rains 

and floods damaged some 2.1 million acres of 

cropped area in Sindh alone. This is the second 

year running that the agrarian community in the 

province has been deprived of standing crops, 

following the massive floods of the last year. 

Crops, including grains, cotton, sugarcane and 

vegetables have been damaged or lost. This will 

not only have an impact on the local economy 

but also at the national level as Pakistan’s major 

exports are agriculture products.      

 

UN agencies involved in response activities in 

Sindh, held a meeting with the President of 

Pakistan in Karachi on 23 September. The 

president was apprised of response activities and 

the current priorities in the assistance to the 

affected population. The President thanked the 

humanitarian community for the assistance so far 

provided and urged upon the international 

humanitarian community to focus on the 

mitigation measures to counter the natural 

disasters brought about by the climate change.  
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Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER 
 

Needs: The joint UN-Government Rapid Needs reports 665,821 houses that have been damaged or 

destroyed and the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) reports some 1.49 million houses 

damaged or destroyed in Sindh. There are currently 695,996 persons residing in 3,292 relief camps. Shelter 

needs are massive, particularly in districts such as Badin, Shaheed Benazirabad and Mirpurkhas, where 

entire villages have been wiped out and people are reported to be living under open sky. 

 
Response: Emergency shelter and non-food items (NFI) are being distributed by the Government and 

Shelter Cluster members. These include the distribution of 289,500 tents, 50,000 tarpaulins, 9,500 rope and 

fixings, 95,558 blankets, 19,871 kitchen kits, 24,924 jerry cans and 13,268 buckets across 23 districts of 

Sindh representing 314,500 households or 21 percent of those with destroyed or damaged households. In 

addition to 18,500 shelter and NFI kits already distributed, IOM has mobilized an additional 7,000 shelter 

and NFI kits from stocks held in Punjab for distribution in southern Sindh. Plan International has distributed 

shelter and NFI to 5,000 families in Badin and has established four camps in Thatta district.  

 

A Shelter Cluster meeting on 26 September in Hyderabad was attended by over 120 participants who 

discussed the Sindh Floods Response Plan which aims to provide multi-sectoral, integrated support in the 

330 larger settlements in Sindh. These settlements are identified in the second version of the Rapid 

Assessment Report conducted by the Shelter Cluster, available online atwww.shelterpakistan.org.A 3W (Who, 

What and Where) map for shelter cluster members is now available at 

https://sites.google.com/site/pakistansheltercluster2011/im/maps. 

A Technical Working Group meeting was held in Hyderabad on 26 September and attended by 

representatives from 16 organizations. Participants discussed the revised technical guidelines for 

emergency shelter and NFI kits and the upcoming Damage and Needs Assessment for shelter. 

The Cluster is strengthening links with District Level Disaster Management Authorities to improve district 

level coordination.  District Shelter Cluster meetings are planned in Badin and Shaheed Benazirabad 

districts on 28 September, hosted by the District Coordination Officers (DCOs). The DCO has identified four 

locations for tented settlements in the districts of Sangar and Shaheed Benazirabadrespectively.  

The Shelter Cluster is facilitating two two-day trainings in Camp Coordination Camp Management (CCCM) 

on 30 September -1 October and 3-4 October in Hyderabad. A total of 40 NGO and government staff who 

are directly involved in coordinating or managing camps will be selected to participate in the training. 

Gaps & Constraints: Agencies report that contingency stocks are depleted and funds are urgently 

required for additional procurement. 

 

 FOOD SECURITY 
 

Needs: The joint UN-Government Rapid Needs Assessment identified affected population figure of 5.44 

million of which 2.75 million are in need of immediate food assistance. Over 0.88 million hectares of 

standing crops have been destroyed, including cotton, rice, sugar cane, sorghum, vegetables and pulses. 

Nearly 90 000 livestock have died and 5 million surviving livestock directly affected. The Needs Assessment 

estimates that over one-third of livestock have been either killed or sold. (Source: PDMA and Department 

of Agriculture Extension, Sindh, Livestock Department, Sindh). 
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Predominantly managed by women, livestock provide a vital source of meat, milk, income and draught and 

tillage power, and often represent a family’s entire life savings. Dead animals pose a threat of disease 

outbreaks, affecting both animals and humans. Surviving livestock are without shelter, at heightened risk of 

disease and parasite infestation, and without feed due to flooded pastures and destroyed feed and fodder 

stocks. The destruction of standing crops and production inputs has wiped out farmers’ present and future 

sources of food and income. For many communities, this compounds losses from last year’s floods, which 

receded too late in many areas of Sindh to allow for Rabi (winter) wheat planting. Damage to irrigation is a 

major concern as around 80 percent of wheat planted in Sindh is irrigated. 

 

Delayed action will lead to worsening food security, increased public health threats, loss of land tenure 

agreements due to farmers’ inability to pay the debts contracted during the 2011 Kharif (spring) planting 

season, extended population displacement and longer-term dependence on external food assistance.  

 
Response: A total of 75,166 households received food packages in Mirpur khas, Sanghar, Badin, Dadu, 

Jacobabad, Kairpur, Mitiari, Shaheed Benazirabad, Shikarpur, Tando Muhammad Khan, Thatta and Umerkot 

districts. The food package is based on food basket consisting of wheat flour, pulses, rice, vegetable oil, salt, 

High-Energy Biscuits, wheat-soya blend and ready-to-use supplementary food for infants. There have been 

variations in the food basket subject to availability of commodities.  Distribution has been undertaken by 

World Food Programme, Oxfam Great Britain, Global Peace Pioneers, National Rural Support Programme, 

Organization for Social Development Initiatives, Pakistan Red Crescent Society, Sind Rural Support 

Programme Consortium Sindh, Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO), ARTS Foundation, Secours 

Islamique France, SRSP Consortium Sindh, Inter Social Development Program, National Trust for Population 

Welfare (NATPOW), Health and Education Research Foundation and Sami Foundation. 

 

Food Security Cluster partners have also provided emergency support to surviving animals. A total of 2,000 

households were reached in Sanghar and Mirpur Khas districts. The animal fodder package consists of 51 Kg 

Wheat Bran, 35 Kg Wheat Straw and 7 Kg Molasses Blocks - sufficient to feed three large animals for one 

month, through Oxfam GB. A cash grant of PKR 7,000 (aprox. 80 USD) per household was also provided in 

Mirpur Khas and Sanghar district to 12,000 beneficiaries. FAO has redirected 200,000 USD of funds to 

procure dry fodder (wheat straw) for surviving animals in Umerkot district, to reach around 8,000 families 

 
Gaps & Constraints: Damage to infrastructure in some affected areas continues to complicate the 

delivery of humanitarian assistance. There is an urgent need for additional NGO partners to facilitate in up-

scaling the ongoing food assistance interventions across the affected districts of Sindh. Seven different 

NGO’s are currently assisting WFP in food distributions and there is an urgent need for more assistance 

from local organizations. 
 

 HEALTH 
 

Needs: WHO along with the Cluster Partners and Health authorities is continuously monitoring the 

diseases trend and responding to disease outbreaks in all flood affected areas of Sindh province. ARI, 

diarrheal diseases, skin diseases, and malaria have the highest proportionate morbidity in affected areas.  

 

Up to 23 September, a total number of 445 cases of cumulative Dengue have been reported. Among those 

371 are positive and 74 are suspected (389 from Karachi, Larkana 2, Dadu 1, Ghotki 8, Hyderabad 14, 

Jamshoro 1, Khairpur 1, N. Feroz 2, Benazirabad 2, Sanghar 2, Sukkur 2, TandoAlahiyar 2, Umerkot 1 and 

Tando Mohammad Khan 18.  

 

Malaria surveillance shows that the highest P. Falciparum ratio has been reported in Thatta, Jaccobabad 

and Badin while flood affected districts of N. Feroz, Gotki, Mirpurkhas and Hyderabad too have to be 

monitored. Sindh Health Department has issued clear instructions to all 23 Districts in Sindh to start 

vigorous vector control strategies with the help of Executive District Officer health and District government. 
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According to the latest report received on 23 September 2011, out of the total number of 65,203 malaria 

slides collected from beginning of September, 6,029 were positive (4,387 PV, 13,68 PF and 285 Mix) with 

Slide Positivity Rate of 8 and Falciparum Ratio23 been reported. 

 

Response: WHO works with Cluster Partners and Health department to investigate, response and 

control, detected alerts and outbreaks through active surveillance as well as strengthening the capacity of 

health staff and services, distribution of IEC material, required supplied and medicines and health 

education. 

 

WHO team participated and contributed in Dengue case management symposiums held in Civic Center in 

Karachi and Hyderabad Civil Hospital for clinicians and pathologists, as WHO guidelines on standard case 

management of Dengue was shared with the participants. Also the plan was developed and arrangements 

were made for training of clinical staff from all districts to be trained on standard case management of 

Dengue as 2 master trainers were already trained by WHO to impart the training to others. 

 

WHO, UNFPA, UNICEF and Health Cluster Partners are providing essential medicines and supplies to health 

facilities and other health care providers and partners. WHO EM team coordinates with EDOH and DCO in 

different districts on availability of EM, criteria for the implementing partners ( INGOs and local NGOs) 

regarding the provision of medicines from WHO and requirement of NOC / approval letter from EDOH. EM 

team in close collaboration with SOs and EH engineers response to alerts and outbreaks through provision 

of required medicine and supplies. The team also regularly visits EDOH and other partner’s warehouses to 

address the issues of availability, inventory, storage, consumption, evidence based need and rational 

utilization of Essential Medicines.  

 

Diseases Early Warning System teams and NGO partners in health facilities are continuously monitoring the 

diseases trend and control health risk diseases in Sindh province in close collaboration with department of 

health and other partners. The Environmental Health Engineers in close collaboration with DEWS program 

tries to improve the quality of drinking water and control  water borne diseases through water testing and 

analyzing drinking water samples for residual chlorine, responding to all alerts potential to outbreaks, 

providing supply of safe drinking water, dewatering of stagnant water ponds with anti-malarial spray in 

community, hygiene promotion campaigns for adopting safe & healthy hygiene practices, use of clean 

drinking water and hand washing with soap to be educated to community. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: Water borne diseases are on the rise. Immediate intervention from Health and WASH 

cluster partners continue to be required. Health WASH and Nutrition Clusters are closely working for 

mitigation of water borne and mal nutrition issue. The stabilization cenetrs need to be operationalized in all 

floods affected districts which need funding support from donors.Nutrion surveillance is also required to 

know the mal nutrition issues issues. 

 

The main source of water in many affected districts (such as Tharpar, kheirpur and Sanghar) is open rain 

water ponds, while people in some other areas (Badin, Mirpurkhas and Sanghar) are using water from 

irrigation canals with chemical and biological contamination. In some areas the fresh water is not being 

channeled in the original safe drinking water canals. People have, therefore, resorted to pumping the water 

from their lands in the irrigation canals contaminated with pesticides as same water is being supplied in 

towns and cities. 

 

In some areas of lower Sindh, people did not move out of their villages after the floods (especially small 

villages of 3-5 houses). Those small villages are surrounded by huge amount of stagnant water and difficult 

to access, limiting the delivery of assistance to the affected populations.  

 

Hand pumps are shallow and surrounded by stagnant water, so water collected from these hand pumps is 

not safe for drinking. 
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 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

 

Needs: Preliminary information from the rapid assessment indicates that access to safe drinking water is a 

critical issue with access as low as 32% in flood affected areas.  WASH needs, are significant and hygiene 

conditions among the affected population are poor, further exacerbating vulnerabilities of the affected 

population to water, sanitation and hygiene related disease.  Approximately 695,996 individuals residing in 

temporary settlements are at increased risk and in need to access to safe drinking water, whether through 

tankering or other methods. Temporary latrines are also required.  

 
Response: WASH Cluster agencies have reported WASH life-saving response reaching approximately 

179,484 people with safe drinking water, 57,736 people with hygiene kits, and approximately 27,225 

people with sanitation facilities and 9,283 people through Hygiene promotion sessions.  

 

The WASH cluster has also supported response to suspected outbreaks of Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD).  

As the emergency continues, more humanitarian agencies are either starting or scaling up their emergency 

response.  Accurate numbers are being gathered from these agencies in an ongoing process. 

 

The Cluster Provincial level coordination meetings are being held on a weekly basis in Hyderabad district 

and bi-weekly at National and Provincial levels. District focal points for WASH cluster have been identified 

and being oriented by WASH Cluster for better coordination at the district level in support of scaling up the 

WASH response.  
 

Gaps & Constraints: Challenges include access to the flooded areas, lack of accurate information about 

the damage, needs and response from institutions outside of the cluster system, lack of appropriate water 

sources from which to tanker, the unavailability of tankers and the spread of the population in numerous, 

small temporary settlements. 

 

 

Islamabad field coordination structures are being finalised between the Government and the humanitarian 

community. OCHA is facilitating the activated clusters and the NDMA/PDMA/DCOs to put in place the 

coordination processes.  

 

The coordination team in Sindh is presently working in eight prioritized districts according to the level of 

damages. Clusters continue to be rolled-out at the district levels. 

 

In Balochistan, the coordination structure in place consists of a coordination forum which includes 

representation from government line departments, PDMA, UN and the national and international NGOs. 

ICCM is held regularly in Quetta whereas coordination structures are being established in the affected 

district and regular ICCMs are planned to be held in every district in the coming days. 

 

Coordination : 
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All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and in-kind contributions by sending an e-

mail to: fts@un.org. 

 

 

Funding 

CONTACT INFORMATION  

OCHA, Islamabad 

Lynn Hastings | Head of Office | +92 301 854 24 65 

Faisal Azam Jadoon | Reporting | jadoonf@un.org  +92 302 851 9908 

Humaira Mehboob | Public Information | Mehboob@un.org +92 300 850 2656 
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