
 
Food Prices Update 
In October, the food consumer price index (CPI) exhibited a mild decline at national level in contrast to seasonal 
expectations of a mild increase (based on the five-year average). Overall, however, food prices remain at elevated 
levels, again compared to the five-year average. The decrease was based on a moderate decline in the cereal CPI, 
which – although sharper than seasonal expectations – is roughly in line with seasonal trends. Regionally, Gambella 
recorded a strong decline in cereal prices, following on from an extremely sharp fall in prices between August and 
September. SNNPR also saw a strong decline, reversing the steady upward trend since January 2011. Tigray also 
observed a moderate decline in cereal prices, as did, to a lesser extent, Afar, Amhara, and Oromia Regions. Contrary 
to the general trend, there were mild and moderate cereal price increases in Somali Region and Beneshangul Gumuz 
respectively. Globally, FAO’s cereal price index dropped by 1.2 per cent (mild) from September to October as a result 
of slightly lower wheat and maize prices on international markets. Slowing demand from the livestock and industrial 
sectors contributed to a mild decrease in the price of maize, while rice prices remained fairly stable. All else equal, this 
implies that import parity prices will also exhibit mild declines for wheat and maize. Meat prices, meanwhile, remained 
stable compared to September and have, in fact, remained unchanged since October 2011, offering a stable market 
for meat exports. Looking ahead, the five-year average of seasonal trends suggests that cereal prices should continue 
falling moderately until January 2013. Given that meher rains were largely adequate for crop production, the seasonal 
trends offer a reasonable guide on the direction of prices in coming months. For more information, contact: 
infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et & FAO-Ethiopia@fao.org  

Relief Food Update 
As of 21 November, distribution of sixth round relief food, targeting 3.8 million people, reached 69 per cent. Dispatch 
of seventh round relief food, targeting 2.6 million, stood at 30 per cent including: 41 per cent dispatched in areas 
covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS); 35 per cent in WFP-covered parts of 
the Somali Region; and 4 per cent in areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP). As 
previously reported, all beneficiaries in the Somali Region have been allocated food under the seventh round, but only 
those in “Priority 1” nutrition hotspot woredas in other regions have been targeted. For more information, contact: 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
Education Update  
Conflict-affected schools in Moyale woreda of Oromia Region received UNICEF education supplies and similar 
supplies are currently being dispatched to Moyale woreda in Somali Region. UNICEF plans to support an Education in 
Emergencies (EIE) response for flood-affected communities in Kebridahar (Korahe zone), where Somali regional 
education authorities plan to establish temporary learning spaces. Supplies identified for this purpose include eight 
tents, which will benefit 800 primary school students currently out of school in Marato kebele. The international NGO 
ZOA has requested funding to build a semi-permanent school for those displaced from Marato by repeated flooding 
events. Somali regional education authorities are also assessing Hudreyle town primary school, which has similarly 
been affected by flooding. In Gambella Region, flooding has severely damaged six schools affecting 3,500 students 
(50 per cent girls). UNICEF, in collaboration with the regional education authorities, is planning an EIE response to 
include establishment of temporary learning spaces. UNICEF and the international NGO World Vision are also 
planning a new intervention to strengthen education provision in a number of woredas in Beneshangul Gumuz Region 
likely to receive further refugee influxes. Some 8,000 Ethiopian primary school students are expected to benefit from 
this work in the 2012-13 academic year. The federal Ministry of Education and Education Cluster are analyzing data 
collected through a Rapid Assessment of Learning Spaces (RALS) exercise carried out in Addis Ababa, Dire Dawa, 
and Harari Region, the findings of which will be used to evaluate emergency impacts on learning spaces in these 
areas in the coming years. For more information, contact: Eyerusalem.A@scuk.org.et  

Refugee Update  
In November, Ethiopia received a modest number of new arrivals from Sudan’s Blue Nile State through the Yabus 
corridor (which extends from Upper Nile State in South Sudan, through Blue Nile State in Sudan, and connects to 
Ethiopia’s Beneshangul Gumuz Region). The new arrivals cite renewed fighting as the reason for flight. Other new 
arrivals, who have been secondarily displaced from refugee camps in South Sudan, cite harsh conditions and better 
educational opportunities for their children as reasons for renewed movement. At end-October, the three existing 
camps in Beneshangul Gumuz region hosted approximately 39,000 refugees, mostly from Sudan’s Blue Nile State.  

Against the backdrop of an expected surge in new refugee arrivals from Sudan at the end of the rainy season in late 
November, UNHCR and partners are preparing to expand their capacity to handle any new refugee emergency. 
UNHCR is working with the Government refugee agency, ARRA, to identify a site for a fourth camp in Benishangul 
Gumuz Region. In the existing camps, 3,533 refugee children benefited from a measles immunization campaign in 
Tongo camp (the region’s second camp), inclusive of vitamin A supplementation, in the past month. ARRA organized 
the campaign with support (medicines) from Médecins sans Frontières-France. In Bambasi, the third camp in the 
region, a nutrition survey planned for November will help develop baseline information and further assess the exact 
nutrition situation. The camp has already benefited from a hygiene campaign conducted in October by the 
international NGO Lutheran World Federation (LWF). World Vision plans to conduct a similar hygiene promotion 
campaign in Sherkole camp (the first camp), to coincide with an upcoming revalidation exercise. For more information, 
contact: GEGZIABK@unhcr.org  
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