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This report is produced by the OCHA Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was 
issued by OCHA-ROLAC. It covers the period from 09 to 14 November 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 19 November if 
needed 

Highlights  

 To date, 177 aftershocks following the 7 
November 2012  earthquake have been 
reported, one of them measuring  6.2 on the 
Richter scale on Sunday, 11 November at 
4:15 p.m., local time (INSIVUMEH). 

 The President declared a State of Calamity in 
the affected departments:  San Marcos, 
Quetzaltenango, Retalhuleu, Sololá, Quiché, 
Totonicapán, Huehuetenango and 
Suchitepéquez. 

 The organizations present in the country and 
the international community have sent aid 
and funds for the first phase of the response. 

 By request of the government, an UNDAC 
team was deployed.  

25,840 
People harmed 

7,218 
People in 61 

emergency shelters 

44 
Fatalities 

12,045 
Damaged houses, 
3,064 of which are 
severely damaged 

173 
Aftershocks, the 

strongest which was 

6,1 on the Richter 

scale. 

8 
Departments 

declared to be in a 
state of calamity. 

Situation Overview  
Organizations present in Guatemala and national authorities continue performing needs assessment and analysis.  
The number of total affected people has increased from the last report and is estimated at 1.3 million people. 

A 6.1 aftershock was felt on Sunday, 11 November, suspending search and rescue operations due to the danger 
posed by unstable structures.  To date, there have been 177 aftershocks. The earthquake has complicated 
recovery from the 2012 drought that left 53,000 families affected and resulted in estimated losses of $1.03 million. 

Following the earthquake, the most affected sectors are: water and sanitation, shelter, education, health, protection 
and food security. 

The government requested that the United Nations deploy an UNDAC team, which arrived on 12 November to 
support with coordination actions. More than 9,000 members of the National Coordinator for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (CONRED) continue working in the affected areas.  Approximately 14 intervention teams were sent to 
the affected zones. 

Funding 
To date, the UN system, international organizations, NGOs, governments and the private sector have coordinated 
humanitarian aid, including funding, essential items and technical or human resources. The following table 
summarizes contributions as of 12 November 2012.   

 

 
Source: IFRC/OCHA 
Department that were declared under state of calamity  
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Organization Notes Amount (US$) 

International Federation of Red Cross Disaster Relief Emergency Funds (DREF) 31,000 

USAID-OFDA Awaiting a list of requirements to proceed with the execution 50,000 

Inter-American Development Bank To be executed in the Red Cross projects 200,000 

European Union  255,000 

Government of Korea  100,000 

Government of Taiwan Plus 1,000 blankets from the Taiwan community 200,000 

 
It is recommended that all humanitarian actors, including donors and receptor agencies, report to the OCHA Financial Tracking System (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org)  
all contributions in cash or other to: fts@un.org 

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security 

Response: 

 2.7 MT in daily rations of corn soya blend (CSB), beans and vegetable oil were 
distributed by WFP in shelters in San Marcos. 

 An additional 5 MT are being shipped to shelters in the departments of Quiché, 
Totonicapán, Sololá and Quetzaltenango. 

 Venezuela sent a plane with 52 MT of beans, lentils, sugar and medicines. 
Foods were prepared in rations to be distributed by CONRED. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The World Food Programme (WFP) has 162 MT available to respond to the emergency. To date, no new 
contributions have been confirmed. WFP anticipates that current stocks will not be sufficient in case food 
distribution continues at the present rate. 

 It is estimated that $1.6 million for the next two months of food assistance, and $3.2 million for the next five 
months, are required. 

 Some of the food stocks intended for drought response have been re-programmed to respond to needs 
after the earthquake. 

Health 

Needs: 

 According to the Ministry of Public Health and Social Assistance (MSPAS), 135 
water test kits, 3.500 kits microbiological analysis test kits, 10 cans of calcium 
hypochlorite, and 20-1,1 liters containers are needed to maintain surveillance 
and control of the water systems in the health areas of San Marcos, 
Quetzaltenango and Huehuetenango.  

 The MSPAS reported that the population requires comprehensive psychosocial assistance. 

 The MSPAS reports 58 health facilities with various infrastructure damage. 

Response: 

 More than 100 people were treated at the San Marcos mobile hospital installed by the Guatemalan Red 
Cross, with electricity from a generator provided by World Vision. 

 MPAS has prepared an epidemiologic profile of the most affected departments to strengthen health 
surveillance and monitor and respond to possible disease outbreaks. 

 MSPAS monitors and offers health care in shelters. 

 PAHO-WHO sent a mission to San Marcos to support health activities.  Technicians working in de-
centralized projects in San Marcos helped to support the rehabilitation of water and sanitation. 

 

$1.6 million 
Needed to respond to 

food needs for the next 
two months 

58 
Health facilities 

damaged 

mailto:fts@un.org
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Protection 

Needs: 

 CONRED and other agencies are performing vulnerability needs analysis in shelters and are working to 
support psycho-social teams. 

Response: 

 Plan International offered 12 psychological specialists and carried out vulnerability assessments for boys, 
girls, teens and women in seven shelters in the municipality of San Juan Ostuncalco 

 In the same community, World Vision is running child-friendly spaces and offers psychological counselling 
for children. 

 The Guatemalan Red Cross has deployed psycho-social specialists in San Marcos. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Not all shelters have psycho-social support activities. 
 

Shelter 

Needs: 

 Plan International reports a need for mattresses, blankets, hygiene kits, cleaning 
kits, food, drinking water and tools to remove debris. 

 
Response: 

 World Vision has distributed 350 blankets, 100 adult hygiene kits, 200 hygiene kits for children and 200 
food rations for the neighbourhood of San José La Federación (San Marcos).  

 OXFAM is performing damage assessments and has distributed basic material for 100 families in San 
Marcos (hygiene kits, eco-filters, and water storage recipients), and bedding kits for 500 families. 

 CONRED coordinates the attention in temporary shelters, along with local authorities and community 
leaders. 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

Needs: 

 The WASH cluster agreed to support the Municipal Development Institute 
(INFOM) and the Ministry of Public Health in the needs assessment.  

 
Response: 

 UNICEF has placed four purifying water plants (two in Retalhuleu, one in Quetzaltenango and one in 
Sololá) 

 The Red Cross installed a water purifying plant in San Marcos National Hospital. To date, 70,000 litres of 
water have been purified and 65,636 distributed, benefiting 8,355 people in San Marcos. 15,000 litres of 
water were distributed benefiting 554 families in San Antonio municipality, Suchitepéquez.  

 Medecins Sans Frontieres distributed 315 hygiene kits in the most affected villages in San Juan 
Ostuncalco, in addition to essential medicines to health posts in four communities (mainly analgesic, 
antibiotics, topical anti-fungals and dressing material). 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Water production needs to increase to cover the needs of the affected. 

 

 

61  
Shelters housing 7,218 

people 

70,000 
Litres of water purified 

by the Red Cross 
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General Coordination 
CONRED continues as the lead in coordination and reporting the latest official information on the emergency.   

The Guatemala Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) keeps in close coordination with CONRED and the 
Humanitarian Information Network (Redhum). On 12 November, the United Nations Emergency Technical Team 
(UNETT) met to analyse the present situation and plan possible actions. 

On 10 November, the Centre for Coordination and Humanitarian Aid and Assistance (CCAH) met to elaborate a 
draft flash appeal. This document will be oriented to response, early recovery and reconstruction. The appeal will 
be completed after the damage assessment phase and have the official list of requirements. 

UNDP is supporting CONRED’s assessment activities with technical staff. As requested by CONRED.  

DHL’s Disaster Response Team (DRT) is managing the warehouse where all international aid is stored. This 
warehouse is located at the Aurora International Airport.  DHL also facilitated the shipment of the UNDAC ICT kit. 

Map Action is supporting this emergency by presenting information from field assessments in operational maps that 
facilitate decision making and help clarify priorities for humanitarian assistance. 


