
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 329 suspected cases of 

yellow fever, including 97 

deaths, have been reported 

in Darfur.  

• UNHCR prepares for 

possible influx of up to 

30,000 new refugees from 

Sudan to South Sudan. 

• UNAMID mission finds Sigili 

village in North Darfur 

completely deserted and 

IOM reports that some 800 

people from Sigili have 

arrived in El Fasher. 

 

 

  

IDPs in camps in 
Darfur receiving 
food aid (WFP) 

1,430,000 

Refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

139,000 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

175,668 

Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

65,000 

  

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

52% funded 
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New displacement in Darfur P.3 

 

 

Rise in suspected yellow fever cases 
The World Health Organization (WHO) reports that a suspected outbreak of yellow fever 
has spread to 23 localities in Darfur. According to the Ministry of Health (MoH) and WHO, 
as of 11 November, 329 suspected cases, including 97 deaths, have been reported in 
Darfur, with the case fatality rate standing at 29.5 per cent. This is a significant increase 
on the 103 suspected cases reported last week. Central Darfur State has the highest rate 
of suspected cases reported, at 69.9 per cent, with 15 per cent of cases from West 
Darfur, 11.2 per cent from South Darfur, 3.3 per cent from North Darfur and 0.3 per cent 
of reported cases in East Darfur. Almost 75 per cent of the cases are aged between five 
and 30 years. Local media has reported that the Under-Secretary of Health suspects that 
yellow fever cases have also reached Blue Nile, White Nile, Kassala and Red Sea States.  
Seven samples were received and tested at the Institute Pasteur in Senegal, the WHO 
reference laboratory for Yellow Fever, for presence of antibodies against yellow fever and 
other infections. Two samples were found positive for anti-yellow fever antibodies. While 
these results are preliminary and confirmatory tests are pending, they suggest that these 
two patients were recently exposed to yellow fever infection.  

Percentage of suspected yellow fever cases by state and age groups 
Source: MoH 

 
Yellow fever is a viral infection spread by mosquitoes leading to fever, vomiting, liver 
inflammation and jaundice. There is no cure for yellow fever and treatment aims at 
reducing symptoms. According to WHO, if not treated, up to 50 per cent of people 
infected may die. The previous outbreak of yellow fever was in South Kordofan in late 
2005, where 604 cases, including 163 deaths, were reported over a four-month period. 

Response to mitigate the spread of the infection 

A yellow fever vaccination campaign to cover more than 3.6 million people aged nine 
months old and above in the affected areas has been finalised and is expected to start 
soon. In addition, the Government and WHO facilitated the training of more than 100 
medical doctors and assistants in South Darfur on disease surveillance, case 
management, outbreak investigation and prevention and control. Technical support 
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Suspected yellow fever patients in Darfur receiving treatment (WHO) 
 



Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin |2 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/sudan | www.unocha.org | ochasudan_feedback@un.org  
This report was prepared by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in collaboration with humanitarian partners. 

teams from the MoH are on the ground to conduct entomological surveys in the affected 
areas and set up blood bank units in West and Central Darfur. Local media reported that 
the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) had dispatched a medical team to Central 
and West Darfur to provide services for suspected yellow fever patients and supervise 
health personnel in Zalingei and El Geneina hospitals.  

Suspected yellow fever cases, deaths and fatality rates by state and locality 
Source: MoH

 

Fighting affects civilians in South Kordofan  

Media and other sources have reported that fighting between the Sudan Armed Forces 
(SAF) and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-N) in parts of South 
Kordofan over the past week has led to some civilian casualties. On 7 November, fighting 
was reported on the main highway in Dilling locality, about 13km south-east of Dilling 
between Kadugli and El Obeid. According to the media, the road from Kadugli to El Obeid 
was temporarily closed to commercial traffic following the incident.  
On 8 November, media outlets reported aerial bombing in Kauda town, as well as in the 
Heiban and Habilla areas, with one civilian killed and another injured. According to 
reports received by the UN, on 6 November SPLM-N launched mortar attacks that hit 
Rashad town (255km north east of Kadugli town), resulting in the deaths of two civilians 
and injuring of five others. On 4 November, the UN received reports that two civilians died 
and another was injured in Al Salamat village following mortar shelling. Due to access 
restrictions, humanitarian organisations are unable to verify these reports and assess the 
needs of the affected population. 

UNHCR prepares for possible refugee influx from Sudan 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is concerned about a possible influx of new refugees 
from South Kordofan and Blue Nile to South Sudan and Ethiopia due to on-going conflict, 
the end of the rainy season, which enables such movement, and food shortages in parts 
of the two states. During the last week of October, UNHCR registered 72 new refugees, 
mostly women and children, from Blue Nile in Gendrassa camp in South Sudan. This was 
the highest weekly arrival figure since the rainy season began in May.  
UNHCR in South Sudan is preparing a contingency plan to meet the most pressing needs 
of up to 30,000 potential refugee arrivals in Maban County by the end of the year. 

A yellow fever 
immunisation drive 
targeting 3.6 million 
people is expected 
to start soon - WHO 

UNHCR is preparing 
for 30,000 new 
refugees possibly 
arriving in South 
Sudan’s Upper Nile 
State by late 2012 
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In Ethiopia, UNHCR reports that the Assosa area, which hosts some 39,000 Sudanese 
refugees, mainly from Blue Nile, could receive a significant influx of new refugees when 
the rainy season ends.  

Violence and new displacement in North Darfur 
Civilians flee Sigili village 
On 6 November, the AU-UN Mission in 
Darfur (UNAMID) sent a team to Sigili 
and Abu Delek areas southeast of El 
Fasher, North Darfur, to verify recent 
reports of violence. The team found 
Sigili village deserted, with apparent 
signs of an abrupt departure. The team 
noted signs of property destruction, 
dead animals, and burnt houses. Spent 
ammunition was also found at different 
sites across the village.  
According to the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), some of those displaced from Sigili went to Zamzam 
and Abu Shouk camps for Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and to El Fasher town. By 
11 November, IOM estimated that some 800 people arrived in El Fasher. This number 
might change following verification of the new arrivals. 

Access to Abu Delek in North Darfur blocked 

On the way to Abu Delek area, approximately 60km southeast of El Fasher, the 
verification team was stopped by members of the Popular Defence Force (PDF), who 
insisted on searching the UNAMID convoy. After lengthy discussions, the team decided to 
turn back to El Fasher and postpone the mission. 
The mission to Abu Delek was the second attempt to access the area. On 25 October 
2012, UNAMID dispatched a patrol to verify reports of alleged clashes between 
government forces and armed groups. As it approached Abu Delek, the patrol came 
under heavy gunfire.  

Suspension of health services for 11,000 people in Sanidadi, West Darfur 
A private vehicle rented by an NGO was carjacked by unknown armed men on 4 
November in the Sanidadi area, northeast of El Geneina in West Darfur. The NGO staff 
members who were travelling in the vehicle were not harmed. The vehicle had been used 
to support mobile clinic activities in Sanidadi areas. Following the incident, mobile clinic 
activities in the area have been temporarily suspended, affecting some 11,000 people. 

Airlift of 1,400 people to South Sudan starts 
A joint operation by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and UNHCR to 
airlift almost 1,400 people of South Sudanese origin from Khartoum to Aweil in South 
Sudan commenced on 6 November. By 11 November, 532 people, including 137 
Extremely Vulnerable Individuals and their family members, were transported on 11 
flights to Aweil. The Sudanese IDP Centre and the Commission for Voluntary and 
Humanitarian Work (CVHW), as well as the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commission, are also involved in the operation. The flights are expected to be finalised 
by 20 November 2012. 
According to IOM, more than 2 million people of South Sudanese origin returned from 
Sudan to South Sudan since the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 
January 2005. IOM reports that in 2012 the number of returns stands at some 135,000 
people. Estimates on the number of South Sudanese remaining in Sudan vary between 
220,000 people (Government estimate) and 350,000 people (UNHCR estimate). 

Between 6 and 11 
November, 532 
people were airlifted 
from Khartoum to 
Aweil in South 
Sudan on 11 flights  

Sigili village in North 
Darfur is completely 
deserted following 
an attack by 
militiamen last month  
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