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Belgium - The UN Migration Agency’s (IOM) office in Greece reports that, as of 30 April 2017, 
over 12,000 asylum seekers have been relocated from Greece to other European Union (EU) 
Member and Associated States. 

The total through the end of April was 12,496 asylum seekers who have been relocated from 
Greece since the launch of the EU Relocation Scheme in October 2015, continuing a clear 
upward trend.  

This year through the end of April, IOM has assisted the relocation of 5,216 people – a 35 
percent increase over the previous four months from September to December 2016, when 3,848 
were relocated. The 5,216 relocated through April this year is six times more than in the same 
period last year (January to April 2016), when some 794 beneficiaries were relocated. 

France tops the list of European countries having received most the asylum seekers from Greece 
with 3,080 people relocated there since the programme’s launch. Germany is second (2,423), 
followed by the Netherlands (1,211), Portugal (969) and Finland (780). These five countries 
alone have received almost 70 percent of the overall number of beneficiaries relocated from 
Greece under scheme.  

Data from the end of April 2017 shows that most of the beneficiaries were Syrians (10,296), 
followed by Iraqis (1,718) and Eritreans (134). Of the 12,496 people relocated, 5,525 were 
women and 6,971 were men.  

According to IOM Greece, actual pledges made by Member States of Relocation (MSRs) to 
receive asylum seekers from Greece under the programme have also been increasing since the 
start of 2017. Those increases are 20,917 pledges in April from 15,132 in January.  

Relocation requests made by the Greek Asylum Service to MSRs mirrored this trend, with a 
sharp increase from 15,004 requests in January to 20,837 in April 2017 (See Chart 1). 

Daniel Esdras, Chief of IOM’s Mission in Greece, expressed satisfaction with the level of 
relocations being achieved today.   

“Coordination between all partners and Member States has been very good. I believe that by the 
end of the programme in October 2017, we will manage to reach approximately 25,000 
relocations from Greece,” he said.  

Crucially, 252 unaccompanied and separated children have also been relocated through the 
programme from Greece. Finland has received most of them (108), followed by the Netherlands 
and Spain (26 each), Luxembourg (21) and Norway (20). Ireland, Belgium, Germany, 
Switzerland and Portugal have also taken a number of unaccompanied and separated children. 

The data was presented yesterday (11 May) by IOM Greece – which is implementing the 
relocation scheme from Greece – at a joint press conference in Athens with the Ministry of 
Migration Policy and the Greek Asylum Service. 



“We should not underestimate the figures achieved and the operational part of the programme. 
12,500 relocations means better lives for 12,500 refugees. 12,500 relocations means 12 less 
accommodation sites in Greece,” said Ioannis Mouzalas, Greek Minister for Migration Policy, at 
the press event.  

The EU Relocation programme is an essential part of the EU’s response to the migrant and 
refugee situation in the Mediterranean. This is being implemented by the UN Migration Agency 
(IOM) in close cooperation with Greek authorities and other agencies, and with the continuing 
support from the European Commission, EU Member and Associated States, the UN Refugee 
agency (UNHCR), European Asylum Support Office (EASO) and other partners. 

To help the beneficiaries with initial reception and integration in their new communities, IOM runs 
pre-departure orientation sessions, which provide useful information on their rights and 
responsibilities, as well as on initial post-arrival reception and early integration assistance. 

Ilham, a teacher from Syria, told IOM about her dreams for a new life with her family in Germany. 

“I dream about living with my family in a proper house, all by ourselves. Certainly, I will need to 
get a job, as I am very energetic. My daughter needs to get back to school and continue with her 
education. And of course, I dream of a beautiful life for my boy. He needs to sleep in peace, he 
has never slept in a calm environment in his short life. I dream of the day that I will be able to buy 
new clothes for all of us; there is so much I want to do,” she said.   

Vulnerable beneficiaries, including unaccompanied children, pregnant women, new-born babies 
and asylum seekers with medical needs, are given additional support and care through 
specialized services, including best interest assessments for minors and follow-up assistance for 
persons with medical conditions. IOM also provides medical escorts, as well as escorts for 
unaccompanied minors or large groups, to assist them during their travel. 

Interpreters and cultural mediators are in close contact with beneficiaries throughout the 
relocation process, to ensure that they understand the procedures and can communicate any 
concerns or questions in a language they understand. IOM staff are also present at airports to 
provide assistance during boarding and departure as well as reception assistance at transit 
airports and final destinations. 

  



 

 



 

 



 

 

For updated statistics on EU relocations, please visit: http://migration.iom.int/europe 

More information on IOM and the EU Relocation Programme can be found 
at: http://eea.iom.int/index.php/what-we-do/eu-relocation 

Portraits of EU Relocation: https://greece.iom.int/en/photos-and-
videos and https://greece.iom.int/en/migrants-stories 

For further information, please contact the IOM Regional Office in Brussels: Jo De Backer, Tel: 
+32 2 287 71 15, Email: jdebacker@iom.int; or Ryan Schroeder, Tel: +32 2 287 71 16, 
Email: rschroeder@iom.int; Besim Ajeti at IOM Athens, Tel: +30 210 9919040 Ext. 121, 
Email: bajeti@iom.int; or Flavio Di Giacomo at IOM Rome, Tel: +39 347 089 8996, 
Email: fdigiacomo@iom.int 
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