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CLIMATE OUTLOOK FOR BEGA 2014/2015  

• Northeastern, central and eastern Ethiopia are 
highly likely to receive near normal, with a 
possibility of above normal rainfall at some places. 

• Rainfall anomalies 
o Unseasonal rains are likely to occur over 

northeastern, eastern and central portion of 
the nation 

• Temperature anomalies 
o Moist air and cloud coverage will 

significantly be dominated during the 
periods when frost events are supposed to 
occur. 

o Less probabilities of frost 
occurrences/events over the regions that 
are prone to frost. 

• Normal southward advance of rain-producing 
systems are expected to herald on-time beginning 
of second rainy season over the south and 
southeastern lowlands. 

• In general, Bega of 2014/15 is highly likely to be 
under normal climate with tending to moderately 
wetted than the normal Bega season 

 
 

 

Weather outlook and its possible impact for the next fifteen days (October 16 – 30, 2014) 

Normally in relation to the strength of Siberian and Saharan highs, the Bega cold, windy and dry weather situation will persist 
over most parts of northern half of the country. On the other hand the weather system gets more strength over southern half of the 
country as per the normal condition. Thus, western, southwestern, southern and southeastern parts of the country will have 
rainfall. 

In accordance with the National Meteorological Agency weather forecast during the second half of October 2014 the above-
mentioned weather phenomenon will have better strength. As a result, the rainfall condition will continue over southern half of the 
country and a gradual decrease in rainfall amount with sunny interval from the northeastern, central and eastern parts of the 
country. In general, western and southern Oromiya, Gambella, SNNPR, Benishagul Gumuz, western Amhara and Tigray will have 
above normal rainfall with a chance of heavy fall at places. Thus this situation would favor the availability of pasture and drinking 
water over south and southeastern pastoral areas. However the expected moisture particularly over some areas where the crops are 
ready for harvest, would affect the harvest and post harvest activities to some extent. Therefore, the concerned personnel should 
respond appropriately in areas where the activities are under question in order to avoid crop yield losses due to needless moisture 
conditions. Sunny and dry weather situation will dominant over the highlands of Arsi and Bale, Dire Dawa, Harari, eastern Tigray 
and Amhara including central Ethiopia and Afar.  

Nutrition  

As it was updated earlier in the October monthly bulletin, the overall nutrition situation in SNNPR continued to improve with 
significant reduction in TFP admissions for two months in a row in July and August with 20 and 23 percent respectively. The total 
SAM caseload admitted in TFP sites in August for example, was the lowest in the last five years (2010-2014) during the same 
period.  
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 However, there are hotspot woredas where nutrition situation was reported to be concerning due various reasons. In order to 
follow up the effect of the poor performance of 2014 belg rains in some of the zones in the country1, a standard SMART 
emergency nutrition survey was conducted in Desenach woreda, South Omo zone. The survey was implemented by Concern 
world wide under the coordination of the federal ENCU in collaboration with SNNPR regional early warning bureau funded by 
UNICEF. Quality assurance of the raw data and survey findings was done and cleared by the federal ENCU of the DRMFSS. 
Based on the cleared findings, the nutrition situation was classified ascritical with GAM and SAM levels of 33.8 and 4.3 percent 
respectively. Crude and under-five mortality rates were far below the national and Sphere standard emergency thresholds. Some 
of the aggravating factors that contributed to the reported critical nutrition situation included: poor household food security 
aggravated by recent flooding in the woreda and cumulative effect of the 2014 poor Belg performance in the woreda. 

In terms of responses, the SNNPR regional authorities were providing assistance to about 55 percent of the total rural population 
in the woreda. An additional 9,514 beneficiaries were enrolled in PSNP in the woreda. TFP services were also operational in all 
health posts and health centres in the woreda. However, given the reported situation and in order to ensure timely responses and 
prevent further deterioration, the DRMFSS has approved immediate strengthening of emergency nutrition responses (CMAM) in 
the woreda including implementation of blanket supplementation feeding programme for at least the first two months.  Since the 
woreda is classified as priority one base on the August 2014 hotspot list, WFP has communicated with the regional officials to 
conduct screening of the under-five, pregnant and Lactating women in the woreda. FENCU of the DRMFSS in collaboration with 
the regional officials be closely monitoring the planned emergency nutrition responses and engage capable partner to strengthen 
emergency nutrition responses in the woreda as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

1 Other zones that were closely followed included: Borena and Arsi in Oromiya region; Liben and Warder Doolo in Somali region 


