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• In Bosnia and Herzegovina, 23 people died, and 5000 are still reported to be displaced. As of 10 June, 

1560 people remain in 39 temporary accommodation facilities. At the peak, 20 000 people were dis-

placed and 1 million affected. Immediate needs for recovery are estimated to be US$ 153 million.  

• In Croatia, three people died, 15 000 are displaced and 30 000 need assistance, according to the latest 

available figures. The floods are estimated to have damaged 4000 houses. 

• In Serbia, 34 people died, and 2500 people are still accommodated in shelters in Belgrade, according to 

the latest figures. At the peak, 32 000 people were displaced and 180 000 needed assistance, with 1.6 

million living in the 39 affected municipalities.  

• The weather is improving and water levels are falling. Removal of debris and cleaning and disinfection of 

soil, roads and buildings are progressing in all three affected countries. Municipalities are still trying to re

-establish services (including electricity, water and trans-

portation) in large parts of the affected areas. 

• In addition to the risk from dislodged landmines in Bos-

nia and Herzegovina, landslides still threaten several 

communities and hamper road traffic.  

• The final report of the United Nations Disaster Assess-

ment and Coordination Team (UNDAC) in Serbia was 

published online (http://www.undp.org.rs/download/

Final UNDAC Report - Serbia Floods May2014.pdf).   

• A temporary field hospital has been set up in Obrenovac, 

Serbia, where 30 doctors and other staff are providing 

health services, including specialist services such as mi-

nor surgery and diagnosis, including X-ray.  

• On 5 June 2014, the health ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia visited the Dr Josip 

Bencevic General Hospital in Slavonski Brod, Croatia, which hosts patients evacuated from Republika 

Srpska. 
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•   As of 23 May 2016, 288 768 people are affected by flooding and landslides across 22 districts 
     according to the Sri Lanka Disaster Management Centre (DMC). 92 deaths have been confirmed, 
     with 185 933 people displaced and staying in 295 safe locations. 

•   109 people remain missing due to a landslide in Aranayake, Kegalle District, which devastated 
     3 villages. 

•   506 houses have been completely destroyed. A further 3 995 houses have been partially damaged             
     with numbers expected to increase. 

•   Colombo and Gampaha remain the worst affected districts.

•   The weather is improving and water levels are falling. The main roads along the Kelani River remain under   
     water but the water level has been decreasing daily. The water level has reduced to 4.1 feet, which is 
     allowing some people to return to their homes. 

•   Removal of debris and the clean-up operation is underway with 
     the tri-forces (army, navy, airforce) and civil security department 
     leading this activity. 

•   The Department of Meteorology has forecast scattered rain
      in southwestern parts of the country, but heavy rainfall is not 
      expected. 

•    A landslide warning from the Ministry of Disaster Management 
     (MoDM) remains in place for the next 24 hours. 

EFFECTS ON HEALTH

The epidemiological situation remains stable, with no outbreaks 
of infectious diseases reported from the affected areas. The health authorities continue enhanced 
epidemiological surveillance. There are no reports of structural damage to health facilities throughout the 
country. 

Medical camps have been established by the Ministry of Health, Nutrition and Indigenous Medicine (MoH) 
and the Ministry of Defense. 1 500 health workers have been deployed and essential medicines have been 
distributed to affected areas. 
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Many buildings remain under water but 
weather is improving and flood water 

levels have been steadily reducing in the 
worst affected areas 
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WHO RESPONSE

WHO is working closely with the Sri Lankan Government, UN agencies 
and other partners to provide relief to the affected communities.  

WHO is working with the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) at 
MoH to discuss field responses and identify health gaps that WHO 
may be able to support.  

WHO is providing technical and operational support to MoH. WHO 
emergency experts are working closely with the health authorities 
to address the countries’ medium-and longer-term health needs in 
the aftermath of the disaster. 

WHO is actively engaged in the multisectoral coordination meetings 
chaired by the United Nations Resident Coordinator. OCHA has 
deployed a team of experts from their regional office to support mapping, information management and the 
application for the UN CERF (Central Emergency Response Fund). 

HEALTH PRIORITIES

Health services and essential medical supplies must be ensured in the 
affected areas.

Provision of clean water and sanitation to the health facilities that cater 
to the medical needs of the population groups is a priority.

Communities in affected areas are at increased risk of contracting 
vector borne, water borne and diarrheal diseases, leptospirosis, fungal 
diseases and acute respiratory infections. Prevention measures to 
combat such diseases are essential. 

Enhanced disease surveillance and early warning for communicable 
diseases needs to be continued.

Mental health and psychosocial support services are needed for the affected populations.

Particular attention needs to be paid to vulnerable groups in the relief and recovery phase. 

For further information please contact:
Dr Arturo Pesigan
WHO Technical Officer - Emergency Humanitarian Action
Email: pesigana@who.int

Telephone: +94 11 237 9191
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Sri Lankan navy evacuate community 
members to safety during the peak of

 the flooding. Water levels are currently
 receding allowing people to begin to 

return to their homes

Temporary medical facilities have been
 established in affected areas with 1 500 

health care workers deployed and supplies 
of essential medicines distributed


