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UPDATE ON SITUATION 
 

 On the 1st November, 5,892 new arrivals were reported – this is the third 
highest number in a single day since the 7th of July, when violence escalated 
in South Sudan.  

 The current extremely high sustained trend of arrivals is expected to continue, 
and puts pressure on all aspects of the response, which is currently very under-
resourced.  

 The population of Bidibidi refugee settlement, which opened in August, now 
stands at 188,133 (as of 2nd of November).  

 New refugee sites are urgently needed to accommodate the increased influx of 
refugees from South Sudan, and teams will visit Moyo District on Friday and 
Imvempi on Saturday to assess suitability. These new areas will be developed 
as soon as assessments have been conducted. Additional resources will be 
required for this development. 

 Bidibidi settlement is being expanded from the current four zones, with roads 
being opened in the new Zone 5 on the 2nd of November, and completion of the 
reception centre by Saturday at the latest. 

 Most arrivals through Koloba, Oroba and Busia border crossings come from Yei, 
Torit and Lanya areas. Arrivals through Kerwa and Kei border points come from 
Central Equatoria state, particularly Kajo Keji.   

 Their reported reasons for fleeing to Uganda include alleged arbitrary killings, 
forced recruitment of boys and men by armed groups, continued conflict in 
towns and villages, food insecurity and lack of services. New arrivals from Kajo 
Keji allege that the civilian population have been given 21 days’ notice to leave 
by militias, who are reportedly gearing up for war. 

 The draft 2017 interagency Refugee Response Plan (RRP) for South Sudan 
refugees in Uganda 2017 has been finalised, and will be launched in December 
together with the entire regional Refugee Response Plan.  

 Ration cuts introduced in August 2016 due to insufficient funds are still in place, 
affecting about 200,000 refugees that arrived in Uganda before July 2015, with 
the exception of particularly vulnerable community members and 
malnourished children. Refugees that arrived from 1st of July 2015 onwards are 
receiving full rations for now. However, there is a funding gap of $54 million 
from December 2016 to May 2017, possibly requiring further and deeper ration 
cuts soon.  

 Despite the rapidly growing needs, the Refugee Response Plan for South Sudan 
remains just 19% per cent funded, with only $48.5 million received out of $251 
million required to respond. 

 

KEY FIGURES 

Daily arrival figures from July 
2016 are based on manual 
emergency registration or 
head-counts/wrist-banding. 
Confirmed figures will be 
available as the new arrivals 
undergo biometric registration. 
Figures prior to July are from 
the Government’s Refugee 
Information Management 
System (RIMS). 
 

5,892 
Number of new arrivals on 1st of 

November 2016 

 

4,485 
Number of new arrivals on 2nd of 

November 2016 

 

4,506 
Average number of daily arrivals in 

November 2016 

 

 

330,627 
Number of new arrivals in 2016 

534,313 
Total number of South Sudanese 

refugees in Uganda 

 

 

PRIORITIES 

 Identify and assess sites for new 
refugee settlements 

 Continue to explore additional 
sources of water to ensure an 
adequate and sustainable supply 
of water in Bidibidi. 

 Implement livelihood activities to 
expedite refugee self-reliance  

 Ensure alternative health facilities 
in preparation for the closure of 
Yumbe Hospital in early 2017 

 Continue to promote women’s 
participation in community  
structures, including decision-
making  mechanisms 

 

 

Contact: 

Charlie Yaxley, Associate External Relations Officer, yaxley@unhcr.org, Tel: +256 (0)776 720 045 

 

Links: 

South Sudan Regional portal  - UN Refugee Chief: World must act to end South Sudan suffering 

mailto:yaxley@unhcr.org
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/country.php?id=229
http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2016/8/57c5a5ce4/un-refugee-chief-world-must-act-end-south-sudan-suffering.html

