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Ukraine 

A year into the conflict in Ukraine, the country faces a growing humanitarian crisis in the 
eastern region with thousands of children swept up in the violence. Despite the ceasefire 
agreement signed in early September 2014, continuous fighting is having a devastating 
impact on the lives of children. As of 2 December 2014, 42 children have died as a result of 
the violence, and the number of internally displaced people (IDP) has reached 526,7231, of 
which 131,161 are children2. The winter season has worsened the situation for the most 
vulnerable, especially the IDPs and those living in non-government-controlled areas. 

Over 1,250,000 people living in the conflict-affected areas of Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts 
are contending with considerable disruptions in their basic services, including limited 
access to safe drinking water and adequate hygiene. At least 260,9383 displaced women 
and children are in urgent need of hygiene supplies, especially those living in common 
temporary accommodation facilities. Ukraine is at high risk of communicable disease 
outbreaks, with barely 50 per cent of 7.9 million children fully vaccinated.  Nearly 100,000 
children and parents need support to address psychological distress caused by violence 
and traumatic events.  Many children have limited access to education: at least 900 
schools in the conflict-affected areas failed to open by 1 September, 2014 due to safety 
concerns, and it is unclear how many have opened since then due to ongoing insecurity. 

 

                                                                        
1 State Emergency Service Ukraine, 10 December 2014 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
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Adjusted Planned Results for year x 

In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs. (175 words) 

 

2014-2015 Programme Targets  
 

Health 

 450,000 children under age 1 fully 
immunized against polio 

 134,500 women and children benefit 
from midwifery and health kits  

 

Nutrition 

 10,000 mothers in affected areas 
and IDP-concentration areas have 
improved knowledge on the benefits 
of exclusive breastfeeding in 
emergencies   

 

WASH 

 250,000 internally displaced persons 
and host community members 
(including approximately 80,000 
children) provided with safe water  
and hygiene supplies per agreed 
standards 

 300,000 emergency-affected people 
benefiting from hygiene and 
sanitation promotion messages 

 

Child Protection 

 40,000 children provided with 
psychosocial counselling and 
support  

 15,000 children provided with safe 
access to community spaces for 
information, socialization, play and 
learning 

 

Education 

 225,000 school-aged children 
including adolescents accessing 
quality education  

 500,000 emergency-affected 
children with access to life skills and 
mine risk education   
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Total affected population: 5.2 million 

Total affected children (under 18):  
1.7 million  

Total people to be reached to end 
of 2015: 900,000 

Total children to be reached to end 
of 2015: 600,000 

 

Humanitarian strategy 
For the period December 2014 to 
December 2015, UNICEF will support the 
Government’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 1.4 
million people affected by the crisis in 
eastern Ukraine. Working with sector 
partners, UNICEF will support scaling up 
life-saving interventions in health, 
including polio immunizations, and health 
facilities offering treatment for children 
and women. To address the needs in the 
area of water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts, 
UNICEF will provide safe drinking water 
and hygiene supplies to an estimated 
250,000 IDPs and host communities. 
Hygiene supplies for families and 
children, education and early childhood 
development kits will continue to be 
distributed to IDP children and families. 

In addition to providing for their basic 
needs in the sectors of health and WASH, 
UNICEF is supporting the Government’s 
response to the psychosocial needs of 
affected children by providing safe access 
to community spaces for counselling,   
 

socialization, play and learning as well as 
by creating educational opportunities that 
promote peace building. UNICEF will help 
225,000 conflict-affected school-aged 
children to have access to education.  
UNICEF will also support education for 
reconciliation, life skills and landmine 
awareness for 500,000 children.    
UNICEF supports humanitarian 
coordination in collaboration with 
government and other partners as the lead 
partner in the WASH and Education 
clusters and in the Child Protection sub-
cluster; and the organization contributes to 
the health and nutrition clusters in 
collaboration with WHO and WFP.       
 

Results in 2014  
Since the onset of the crisis, UNICEF has 
secured US$2.29 million for emergency 
response and together with partners has 
focused on delivering emergency supplies 
as well as providing psychosocial support 
to children directly affected by the conflict. 
As of December 2014, UNICEF has 
delivered more than 5,700 hygiene kits 
benefiting 11,780 IDPs including over 
4,700 children. UNICEF has also provided 
41,000 six-litre bottles of drinking water 
 
 
 



 
2014-2015 

 

Funding requirements 

UNICEF is requesting US$32,450,000 to meet the humanitarian 
needs of children in Eastern Ukraine from December 2014 to end 
2015. UNICEF is grateful for the contributions to-date, and is 
appealing for urgently required funds to support the national 
response to the country’s continuing crisis as well as critical WASH, 
health, education and child protection services to internally displaced 
people, especially children.  Supplies of vital polio vaccines are 
necessary to avert the risk of a polio outbreak. 
 
Basic supplies for primary education, recreational activities, hygiene 
and water provision, as well as sanitation facilities in schools are 
urgently needed to uphold children’s right to quality education, 
together with the introduction of reconciliation, life skills and 
landmine awareness education.
  

  

2014-2015 PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS Sector Target 
(Sep 2014 - Dec 2015) 

UNICEF Target 
(Sep 2014 - Dec 2015) 

UNICEF Results  
(as of Dec 2014) 

NUTRITION 

Mothers in affected areas and IDP concentration areas have 
improved knowledge on the benefits of exclusive 
breastfeeding in emergencies  

20,000 10,000  

HEALTH 

Children immunized against polio  450,000 450,000  

Provision of midwifery kits with medicines, medical 
equipment and consumables for maternity wards for normal 
birth deliveries 

4,500 4,500  

Provision of basic emergency health kits 130,000 130,000  

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Emergency-affected population provided with access to safe 
water and hygiene supplies as per agreed standards  

400,000 250,000 60,000 

Emergency-affected people benefiting from hygiene and 
sanitation promotion messages 

400,000 300,000  

Children in targeted schools and temporary learning centres 
with appropriate WASH facilities as per the agreed minimum 
standards 

100,000 80,000  

CHILD PROTECTION 

Children provided with psychosocial counselling & support  50,000 40,000 3,330 

Children provided with safe access to community spaces for 
information, socialization, play and learning 

30,000 15,000  

EDUCATION 

Emergency-affected children (including adolescents) 
accessing education and provided with educational and 
psychosocial support 

600,000 225,000 900 

Number of children accessing rehabilitated and repaired 
schools 

100,000 50,000  

Emergency-affected children with access to reconciliation, 
life skills and mine risk education   

500,000 500,000 200,000 

Sector 
2015 Requirements  

(US$) 

  

  

Sector 
2015 Requirements  

(US$) 

Nutrition 250,000 

Health 4,400,000 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 9,600,000 

Child Protection 1,300,000 

Education 14,400,000 

Sector Coordination, Field Support                   2,500,000 

Total 32,450,000 

For further information 

please contact: 

Giovanna Barberis 
Representative, UNICEF 
Ukraine Country Office 
Tel: +38 044 254 2450 
Email: gbarberis@unicef.org  

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of Emergency 
Programmes (EMOPS) 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

 

Olav Kjørven 
Director, Public Partnerships Division (PPD) 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

Mine Risk Education campaign for 
approximately 200,000 children and 
caregivers in the conflict-affected areas.  
However, limited financial resources 
impeded further support to the education 
sector and the overall needs of affected 
children.  Overall, the emergency 
response has been constrained by the lack 
of access to areas in eastern Ukraine that 
are out of the Government’s control. 

reaching more than 50,000 persons in 
eastern Ukraine.  

Education supplies and Early Childhood 
Development kits were provided to IDP 
children, and psychosocial support was 
provided through school psychologists and 
the UNICEF-supported Child Hotline. With 
the Government, UNICEF has started a  

 


