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2015 Programme Targets 
 

Nutrition and Health 

 19,445 children under 5 years treated 
for malnutrition 

 317,475 children aged 6 to 59 months 
targeted for vitamin A supplementation, 
deworming, measles and polio 
vaccination (244,975 in Karamoja; 
72,500 refugees and communities) 

 865,676 children aged 1-14 years 
among the refugees and Karamoja for 
deworming. (217,600 refugees and 
communities; 648,076 in Karamoja) 

 34,700 pregnant/lactating women 
receive iron/folate supplementation 
 

WASH 

 67,200 children and women have 
access to at least 7.5 litres of clean 
water / person / day 

 42,000 women and child care givers 
provided with hygiene education and 
information pertaining to safe and 
hygienic practices  

 27,300 children in learning facilities and 
child friendly spaces, 1-2 litres of 
drinking water per child per day, 40 
children per hygienic latrine at schools 
with hand washing facilities 
 

Child Protection 

 3,000 separated children registered 
using RFTR and supported either to be 
reunified with their parents or to be 
placed in suitable interim care 
arrangements if required 

 29,000 affected refugee and host 
community children are provided 
psycho-social support 

 Additional 9,000 very vulnerable 
Ugandan children in need of HA are 
provided with psycho-social support 
and other child protection services as 
required 
 

Education 

 108,000 school-aged children have 
access to emergency education and 
early childhood development services 
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Uganda
Since late December 2013, Uganda has stretched its capacity to assist both host 
communities and approximately 130,000 new South Sudanese refugees in the remote 
West Nile sub-region, including women, child survivors of sexual violence, and separated 
and unaccompanied children in urgent need of protection. Global Acute Malnutrition 
(GAM) rates of 19.6 per cent and Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) levels of 4.1 per cent1 
can be found among the South Sudanese refugees in Arua, Adjumani and Kiryandongo 
districts. UNICEF and partners are planning a response to needs for an additional 80,000 
refugees in 2015. Uganda faces chronic underdevelopment in the north, including in the 
Karamoja region where poverty levels are the highest in the country at 76 per cent. 
Together with the West Nile region, Karamoja has the highest proportion of children (68 
per cent) experiencing deprivations in two or more dimensions. As a result of recurrent 
drought and persistent insecurity, coupled with poor access to basic social services, it is a 
challenge to meet the basic household nutritional requirements of those living in Karamoja. 
The food security situation in Karamoja worsened last year, with 59 per cent of the 
population there currently experiencing stressed food security2 levels. In addition, the GAM 
rates of 13.4 per cent among children under age five are the highest recorded in the last 
five years for Karamoja region3, while SAM prevalence has remained above the 
emergency threshold at about 3 per cent.

Humanitarian strategy 
In 2015, UNICEF will continue to support 
emergency response and resilience-building 
efforts coordinated by the Office of the Prime 
Minister of Uganda. In collaboration with the 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the 
World Food Programme (WFP), UNICEF will 
deliver an integrated response targeting the 
needs of refugees as well as affected 
Ugandan communities. UNICEF’s work with 
the Food and Agriculture Organization and 
WFP will focus on enhancing resilience in 
Karamoja, including building the capacity of 
partners in nutrition and enhancing early 
warning and early action systems to reduce 
disaster impacts. UNICEF will provide an 
integrated package of health services for 
women and children including immunization, 
as well as prevention of and treatment for 
malnutrition. Provision of water, sanitation 
and hygiene (WASH) promotion activities 
will also continue in 2015 including WASH-
in-schools programmes. UNICEF will 
support the provision of education 
programmes to promote peacebuilding for 
adolescents, psychosocial support to 
children through child-friendly spaces, and 
critical services to child survivors of sexual 
violence. UNICEF will work with Government 

                                                                        
1 Food Security and Nutrition Assessment, FSNA, March 2014 
2 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) for Karamoja, September 2014 
3 FSNA, June 2014 

to use innovative programme delivery 
modalities to systematically improve the 
efficiency of its humanitarian response. For 
instance, the use of a mobile phone 
application called Rapid Family Tracing and 
Reunification (RapidFTR) and DigiSchool 
will continue to be piloted in Child Friendly 
Spaces as a means to improve the delivery 
of child protection services and provide 
educational content and life skills 
information.  

Results from 2014 
UNICEF Uganda had appealed for 
US$48,400,000 to meet the humanitarian 
needs of children and women in 2014. As 
of mid-November 2014, a total of 
US$21.5 million was available against the 
appeal. The response operation was on 
three major fronts: (1) responding to the 
needs posed by the influx of refugees 
from DRC; (2) responding to the 
worsening food security and protection 
issues in Karamoja; and (3) launching a 
comprehensive set of interventions to 
support the arrival of South Sudanese 
refugees into Uganda. More children than 
planned have been reached with life-
saving vaccinations for polio and 
measles, made possible by UNICEF 

Humanitarian 
Action for 
Children 

 

Adjusted Planned Results for year x 

In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs.(175 words) 

 

Total affected population: 1.9 million 

Total affected children (under 18):   

1.2 million  

Total people to be reached in 2015: 

650,000 

Total children to be reached in 2015:  

422,500 
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support to the Ministry of Health to 
undertake mass vaccination campaigns 
carried out in three additional districts 
during the influx of South Sudanese 
refugees. In Karamoja, at least 9,274 
children with severe acute malnutrition 
were treated in UNICEF-supported 
therapeutic feeding centres. Some 22,700 
children were provided with psychosocial 
support through the construction of 34 
Child Friendly Spaces and training of 
care-givers on structured recreational 

activities. UNICEF reached more children 
than originally anticipated through the 
application of a system-wide 
strengthening of community and 
institutional child protection mechanisms 
with 2,500 children benefitting from 
interim care arrangements, including 
1,900 Separated Children who have been 
registered using RapidFTR (cases were 
less than expected).  
 

*Targets based on the operational planning figure of 150,000 South Sudanese refugees arriving by the end of 2014. 
** Targets have been adjusted in light of current SAM prevalence estimates (4.5% SAM among South Sudanese refugees and 3.0% prevalence among 
Congolese refugees according to UNICEF nutrition surveys conducted in spring 2014). 
*** Iron/folate supplementation is targeted for 50% of pregnant women in Karamoja and all pregnant refugees. 
****Key Child Protection mechanisms strengthened for 21,300 children, refugee and children affected by natural disasters and conflict in Karamoja populations, 
including 4,000 Congolese refugee children, 15,000 South Sudanese refugee children both in-transit and in settlements, and 2,300 living in Karamoja.

 
  

2014 PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS 
UNICEF 2014 

Target* 
UNICEF 2014 

Results 

HEALTH AND NUTRITION 

Children (refugees and host communities) with SAM provided appropriate 
treatment and care 

Refugees and 
affected 
communities 

18,976** 13,200 

Children under 5 years vaccinated against measles 63,000 267,974 

Children under 5 years vaccinated against polio  183,997 

Children under 5 years access vitamin-A supplementation and deworming  63,000 42,976 

Children under 5 years access vitamin-A supplementation and deworming 
Karamoja 

237,840 201,450 

Pregnant/lactating women receive iron/folate supplementation *** 9,152 7,424 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

People benefitting from access to safe water and hygiene messaging 
Refugees, 
affected 
communities 
and Karamoja 

210,000 145,000 

Schoolchildren benefiting from WASH-in-schools programmes 10,500 8,000 

Schoolchildren with access to water and good sanitation and hygiene facilities 
Refugees, 
affected 
communities 
and Karamoja 
 

10,000 6,000 

Schoolchildren benefitting from odourless, clean, fly-free and hygienic latrines 
with the application of effective microorganisms 

100,000 95,000 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Unaccompanied and separated children receiving family tracing and 
reunification support as well as interim care arrangements. Refugee and 

affected 
communities 

6,300 2,500 

Affected refugee and host community children (2,500 Congolese and 16,500 
South Sudanese) with access to psychosocial support 

19,000 22,700 

Children affected by natural disasters, migration and conflict benefit from 
strengthened child protection mechanisms.**** 

Refugees, 
affected 
communities 
and Karamoja 

21,300 26,000 

EDUCATION 

School-aged children have access to emergency education and early 
childhood development services 

Refugees, 
affected 
communities 
and Karamoja 
 

158,000 51,000 
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Funding requirements 

In line with Uganda’s refugee appeal (DRC and South Sudanese 
refugees), the UNICEF/WFP/FAO resilience strategy in 
Karamoja (‘A Joint Strategy for Building Community Resilience 
in Karamoja’), and the UNICEF Country Programme’s 
commitment to emergency response, UNICEF is requesting 
US$36 million to meet the critical humanitarian needs of 
refugees and emergency-affected Ugandan populations. Without 
additional funding, UNICEF will not be able to scale up response 
to the humanitarian needs of South Sudanese and Congolese 
refugees or support the national response to the country’s 
continuing nutrition crisis in Karamoja, and provide crucial 
services to refugees and affected Ugandan communities, 
including WASH and health services to those adversely affected 
and/or displaced by flooding. Basic supplies for primary 
education are also urgently needed to uphold children’s right to 
education, especially among the large displaced population.

 
 
 
 

  

Sector 
2015 Requirements 

(US$) 

Nutrition and Health 17,141,029 

Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene 

8,735,225 

Child Protection 4,942,596 

Education 5,292,990 

Total 36,111,839 

  

  

  

Aida Girma 
Representative, UNICEF 
Uganda Country Office  
Tel: +256 4 1717 1010 
Email: agirma@unicef.org 

Olav Kjørven 
Director, Public Sector Alliances & 
Resource Mobilization Office (PARMO) 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjoryen@unicef.org 

For further information 

please contact: 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of Emergency 
Programmes (EMOPS),  
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7150 
Email: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjørven 
Director, Public Partnerships Division (PPD) 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 


