
Mali 
Nearly three years after its eruption, the conflict in northern Mali has an impact still felt 
across the country and most poignantly in Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal regions.  Access to 
basic social services in the north remains limited in many places and non-existent in others. 
Due to the conflict and insecurity, there still remain over 86,000 internally displaced persons 
and 139,000 refugees in neighbouring countries. While efforts toward finding a political 
solution to the conflict in the north continue, humanitarian partners are playing a critical role 
in supporting lifesaving interventions through re-establishing basic social services as well as 
reinforcing social cohesion through peace building at the community level. The slow-onset 
food and nutrition crisis remains a major concern, with an estimated total of 181,000 children 
ages 6-59 months suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in 2015. UNICEF will 
continue to work with the Government on addressing the needs of malnourished children, as 
well as building the capacities of communities to respond to crises and reinforce their 
resilience against them, including natural disasters and conflict. The humanitarian situation 
is also marked by the threat of a further spread of the Ebola Virus Disease, cases of which 
were confirmed in Mali in 20141.  

Humanitarian strategy 
UNICEF will continue working with partners 
including national counterparts to improve 
access to and the quality of basic social 
services, including for populations in the 
north. This includes the rehabilitation of 
infrastructure to ensure access to safe 
water for 300,000 people; support for 
improved quality education (targeting 
200,000 children) with a focus on returnees 
and nomadic populations; peacebuilding 
and mine risk education; support to 
survivors of Gender Based Violence (GBV) 
and to the Monitoring and Reporting 
Mechanism (MRM), in addition to 
mainstreaming child protection across all 
UNICEF sectors of intervention. UNICEF 
will also prioritize its response to the 
nutrition crisis in Mali through integrated 
nutrition, health, education, water, 
sanitation and hygiene interventions. Using 
innovative approaches with new 
technologies, UNICEF will address 
monitoring and reporting of nutritional 
information and support disaster 
preparedness for flooding. UNICEF 
humanitarian action will also keep its focus 
on the Ebola crisis preparedness and 
response through strengthening the 
capacity of health facilities and staff, 
hygiene promotion, and social mobilisation. 
 

Results from 2014 
With US$34 million of the US$56.7 million 
appeal available at the end of November, 

                                                                        
1 As of 12 December, 2014: Seven confirmed and one probable cases of EVD since 23 October (6 
deaths), with 1 case in Kayes and the remaining cases in Bamako. A regional appeal for Ebola 
includes Mali.  

UNICEF’s response focused on building 
national and local capacity to restore basic 
social services in conflict-affected areas, 
providing support for the nutrition response 
as well as carrying out emergency 
response and prevention for the Ebola 
crisis in support of the Ministry of Health.  
As a result of the Back to School initiative, 74 
per cent of schools in Gao and Timbuktu 
have reopened and 424,000 crisis-affected 
children have received education supplies 
during the 2013-14 school year. UNICEF has 
continued to provide training on child 
protection, including on the MRM of grave 
violations of children’s rights and mine risk 
education, which reached over 226,000 
people in 2014. UNICEF and partners were 
also able to provide psychosocial support to 
over 21,000 children and 800 survivors of 
GBV affected by the crisis and to reunify 8 
children formerly associated with armed 
forces and groups after temporary care and 
psychological support. UNICEF and partners 
have also supported 97 health facilities in 
conflict-affected areas with basic medicines 
and materials, including provision of Vitamin-
A for 484,500 children. UNICEF worked with 
partners to ensure that 7.5 million children 
nationwide are vaccinated against polio, 
including over 530,000 children located in 
conflict-affected northern areas. UNICEF 
supported nutrition surveys (SMART) and a 
coverage survey of the SAM treatment 
program. Nearly 40,000 mothers/caregivers 
of acutely malnourished children benefitted 
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In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs. (175 words) 

 

2015 Programme Targets  
 
Nutrition 

 136,000 severely malnourished 
children under 5 are newly admitted 
for treatment. 
 

Health 

 At least 95 per cent of 521,064 
children under 5 in the north are 
vaccinated against polio and 
measles, and receive vitamin-A and 
deworming treatment.  

 At least 50,000 people in targeted 
areas in the north provided with 
access to health care through NGO 
support.  
  

WASH 

 300,000 affected people in the north 
provided with access to safe water 
through the construction and 
rehabilitation of water systems 

 30,000 caregivers of acutely 
malnourished children in selected 
targeted areas receive information 
on proper hygiene practices and 
provided with water treatment and 
hygiene kits 
 

Child Protection 

 250,000 people are made aware of 
the risk of mines and UXOs 

 15,000 children who are affected by 
or at risk of conflict-related violence, 
abuse and exploitation have access 
to referral services and reintegration 
opportunities  

 1,000 GBV survivors receive holistic 
care and support  

 
Education 

 200,000 children (ages 3 to 15 
years) affected by conflict and 
natural disasters have access to 
quality basic education. 

Total affected population: 2.4 million 

Total affected children: 1.7 million  

Total people to be reached in 2015: 

802,000 

Total children to be reached in 
2015: 495,000 
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 from hygiene kits and hygiene awareness-
raising activities. Throughout the year 
UNICEF supported humanitarian 
coordination in collaboration with government 

and non-governmental partners as the lead 
agency of the nutrition, WASH and education 
clusters and the child protection sub-cluster.   

Results through October 2014 unless noted otherwise

 

                                                                        
2 Low achievement for this indicator is attributed to a delay in implementation of measles 
immunization campaign, which was expected to start in October and will be now rolled out in 2015.  
3 To date, UNICEF has taken into care all children arrested or detained on the battlefield. Others may 
have spontaneously demobilized and returned to their communities. Initial planning figures included 
the latter.  

2014 PROGRAMME TARGEST AND RESULTS 

 

Cluster 
2014 Target 

Cluster Total 
Results 

UNICEF 
2014 Target 

UNICEF 
Total Results 

Nutrition 

Children under 5 with SAM (no complications) admitted to outpatient 
therapeutic care  
 

107,000 

85,838 

107,000 

85,838 

Children under 5 with SAM (with complications) admitted to inpatient 
therapeutic care  
 

13,053 13,053 

Number of health centers supported by NGOs for treatment of severe 
acute malnutrition 

1,050 801 1,050 801 

HEALTH 

Number of children aged 9 months to 15 years in measles-affected 
areas reached with vaccination activities – northern regions and 
Mopti2 
 
 

  735,690 314,227 

Number of general consultations undertaken in health facilities 
supported by UNICEF in the north 

  206,982 271,114 

Number of health facilities reached with UNICEF assistance 
(Medicines, cold chain, logistics etc.) 

  120 97 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Affected population provided with access to safe water (construction/ 
rehabilitation) 

600,000 647,250 450,000 401,300 

Health/nutrition centers equipped with appropriate WASH facilities 
(latrines, hand washing stations, water supply) 

215 346 150 117 

Affected population provided with temporary access to safe water 
(aquatabs, chlorine) 

706, 200 239,270 300,000 186,904 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Number of people reached by community-level Mine Risk Education 800,000 621,807 350,000 226.462 

Number of children victims of/or at risk of violence, abuse and 
exploitation (including EAFGAs, ENAs/ES) with access to referral 
services and reintegration opportunities3 

2,000 1,650 500 352 

Number of survivors of GBV who receive appropriate care and 
support. (Desegregated by sex and age: women, girls, boys and men) 

  2,000 808 

EDUCATION 

Children affected by conflict and floods benefiting from education 
supplies 

639,572 451,006 460,000 423,936 

Teachers trained to provide psychosocial support to students 3,500 1,565  3,000 1,565 

Children aged 3 to 5 years benefiting from early childhood 
development activities 
 

40,000   31,432   40,000   31,432 

C4D  

Number of group discussions on Essential Family Practices   78,983 52,475 

Number of TV and radio messages transmitted on prevention of Ebola 
Virus Disease 

  21,050 8,462 
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4 To be aligned with the Mali SRP, which will be finalized in February 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Funding requirements 

In line with the country’s inter-agency 2015 Strategic Response 
Plan, which will be launched in February 2015, UNICEF Mali is 
appealing for US$37.5 million to support the country in 
responding to the needs of the women and children affected by 
the conflict and the nutrition crisis in 2015. Early recovery for the 
conflict-affected areas, building the resilience of children and 
their families, and ensuring social cohesion are key to long-term 
stability. These requirements do not include Ebola prevention 
and response activities which are covered separately in the Sub-
regional Ebola HAC for 2014-2015; in the Ebola HAC, UNICEF 
Mali is appealing for US$8,575,000 for Ebola prevention and 
response.  These requirements do not include Ebola prevention 
and preparedness activities which are covered separately in the 
sub-regional Ebola HAC for 2014-2015. 

Sector 
2015 Requirements 

(US$)4 

Nutrition 13,300,000 

Health 3,000,000 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene 11,000,000 

Child Protection 4,000,000 

Education 5,000,000 

Cluster Coordination 1,200,000 

Total 37,500,000 

For further information 
please contact: 

Fran Equiza 
Representative, Mali Country Office  
UNICEF Mali 
Tel  +223  20 20 44 01 
E-mail: fequiza@unicef.org 

Yasmin Haque 
Deputy Director, Office of Emergency 
Programmes (EMOPS) 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel +1 212 326 7150 
E-mail: yhaque@unicef.org 

Olav Kjørven 
Director, Public Partnerships Division (PPD) 
UNICEF, New York 
Tel: +1 212 326 7160 
Email: okjorven@unicef.org 

tel:+223%2020%2020%2044%2001

