
 

Iraq                                                  

The humanitarian consequences of violence in Iraq have been catastrophic leaving some 
5.2 million people in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. As of December 2014, more 
than 2.2 million Iraqis are internally displaced (half of them children), 1.5 million host 
community members are vulnerable, and 1.7 million people in need of humanitarian 
assistance remain inaccessible in areas under the control of armed groups. Ongoing 
conflict and violence, including targeting of minorities, continue to trigger new and 
secondary displacements. IDP movements remain highly fluid, with the vast majority 
dispersed across thousands of locations across the country. In addition to IDPs, Iraq 
continues to host over 210,000 Syrian refugees, primarily in the north of the country, out 
of which 64 per cent are women and children with specific protection needs. 

In early 2015, faced with the harsh onset of winter, IDPs and refugees are in dire need of 
warm clothes and other winterization materials, access to water and sanitation services, 
and basic health services. Inadequate shelter remains a critical concern as thousands of 
families continue to live in unfinished buildings and other sub-standard arrangements, 
directly affecting over half a million children in the north. Over 2,000 verified cases of 
grave child rights violations underscore the need for strengthened protection as well as 
monitoring and response mechanisms. The poor nutritional status of children, 
compounded by the cold, has significantly increased respiratory infections among infants. 

Humanitarian strategy 
UNICEF’s humanitarian strategy in Iraq is 
in line with the revised inter-agency 
Strategic Response Plan (Sept 2014 – 
Dec 2015), focusing on the needs of 
IDPs, host communities and other 
vulnerable populations in the context of 
the worsening humanitarian crisis. 
UNICEF works closely with central and 
regional government actors  as well as 
local and international partners to provide 
access to life-saving assistance and 
essential services focusing on the sectors 
of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), 
health, nutrition, education and child 
protection, as well as to strengthen 
resilience. UNICEF leads the Education 
and WASH Clusters, as well as the Child 
Protection sub-cluster. 
 
Given the scale of the crisis, expanded 
access to WASH, health, nutrition, 
education and child protection services 
will be provided to over 3.5 million people, 
including 1.75 million children.  The 
primary focus in the short-term is to 
provide life-saving winter clothing and 
materials to 200,000 vulnerable children 
as well as emergency supplies through a 
Rapid Response Mechanism to 1.4 
million highly vulnerable IDPs. In addition, 
UNICEF will target 10,000 highly 
vulnerable families with child-focused 
cash transfers. UNICEF will also continue 

to ensure that all children are immunized 
against polio to prevent the contraction of 
any new cases inside Iraq. UNICEF’s 
response to Syrian refugees in Iraq is 
outlined in the HAC chapter on the Syria 
Regional Refugee Response and 
Resilience Plan (3RP).                                                                           
 

Results 2014  
Starting in mid-2014, in response to the 
escalating violence and displacement, 
UNICEF rapidly scaled up its 
humanitarian response.  UNICEF and 
partners distributed rapid life-saving 
assistance to over 240,000 highly 
vulnerable through its Rapid Response 
Mechanism, and with the onset of winter, 
reached almost 60,000 children with 
warm clothing and materials.  

In WASH, UNICEF and partners provided 
almost 760,000 people (50 per cent 
children) with access to safe drinking 
water, over 466,000 people with hygiene 
materials and 68,000 people with access 
to latrines. Over 38,000 children 
benefitted from expanded access to 
education, and over 13,000 children 
benefited from psycho-social support and 
access to recreational opportunities at 
Child Friendly Spaces in an effort to 
provide a sense of normality and to 
strengthen coping mechanisms. Some 
2,031 cases of grave child rights 

Adjusted Planned Results for year x 

In 2013, UNICEF will support the 
Government of Nambut’s response to the 
humanitarian needs of more than 11 million 
children and women affected by drought, 
displacement and water-borne disease. 
Working with partners, UNICEF will support 
the scale up life-saving nutrition 
interventions by expanding the number of 
health centres offering treatment for severe 
acute malnutrition and undertaking a large 
scale distribution of Ready-to-Use-
Therapeutic Food in drought-affected 
regions. To address the spread of water-
borne diseases, tankering in the north will 
provide safe drinking water to an estimated 
200,000 displaced people and host 
communities. In anticipation of the 2013 
cholera season, NFI kits including soap, 
household water treatment and dignity kits 
for girls and women have been 
prepositioned to benefit an estimated 
150,000 households. UNICEF will continue to 
support government efforts to expand 
essential services to emergency-affected 
populations through community-based 
interventions including nutrition/health 
centres and child protection networks. As 
lead of the nutrition and WASH clusters and 
co-lead of the education cluster and gender-
based violence area of responsibility, UNICEF 
is coordinating with line ministries and over 

60 NGOs. (175 words) 

 

Programme Targets: 
(Sept 2014 - Dec 2015) 
 
WASH  

 3.5 million people have access to a 
sufficient quantity of safe water for 
drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene 

 500,000 have access to appropriate 
sanitation facilities and services. 

 700,000 have access to basic hygiene 
items and messages on safe hygiene 
practices 
 

Health and Nutrition 

 5.6 million children aged 0 to 59 
months vaccinated for polio in crises 
affected areas 

 60,000 most vulnerable children 
vaccinated against measles 

 340,000 children have their growth 
monitored 
 

Child Protection  

 75,000 children access Psycho-Social 
Support Services 

 75,000 children receive specialized 
child protection services 
 

Education 

 250,000 IDP and host community 
children regain access to education 

 60,000 children provided psychosocial 
support through education 
programmes 
 

Social Protection 

 10,000 most vulnerable families 
receiving child focused cash transfers 

 
Rapid Response 

 1.4 million displaced individuals 
receiving essential relief items 

 
Winterization 

 200,000 vulnerable children better 
protected from risks of winter with 
appropriate clothing 
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2015 

Total affected population: 5.2 million 

Total affected children (under 18):    

2.6 million  

Total people to be reached: 3.5 million  

Total children to be reached:          

1.75 million 

Humanitarian 
Action for 
Children 

 



 
 

www.unicef.org/appeals/iraq 

violations were monitored, verified and 
documented through a strengthened 
Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism 
(MRM), which is critical to informing 
evidence-based programming and 
advocacy. 

To reduce the risk of communicable 
diseases, UNICEF and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) supported the Iraqi 
Ministry of Health to conduct 6 national 
and 4 sub-national polio immunization 

campaigns, immunizing over 5.6 million 
children against polio. Among these, 
some 340,000 IDP children were also 
vaccinated against measles. In addition, 
UNICEF supported the immunization of 
refugee children (mainly in response to 
the influx from Kobane) upon arrival in 
Iraq.  Given the increasingly precarious 
nutrition situation, UNICEF reached 
13,500 children with nutrition and growth-
monitoring interventions.

2014-2015 PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS Cluster 
Target* 

Cluster Total 
Results* 

UNICEF 
Target* 

UNICEF Total      
Results* 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE 

Emergency-affected populations with access to a sufficient 
safe water supplya 

3,500,000 816,682 3,500,000 757,731 

Emergency-affected populations with access to functional 
latrines 

500,000 85,742 500,000 68,490 

IDPs receiving hygiene kits or other hygiene supplies 900,000 663,357 700,000 466,938 

EDUCATION 

IDP children (6-17 years old) with access to education 
opportunities 

250,000 40,294 125,000 38,520 

Host community children (6-17 years old) with access to 
education opportunities 

250,000 8,670 125,000 N/A 

Children with access to psychosocial support in education 
programmes 

60,000 11,494 60,000 10,771 

HEALTH & NUTRITION    

Newborn babies of crisis-affected families benefitting from 
newborn home services 

  60,000 0 

Children provided with access to growth monitoring (nutrition 
screening) services 

  340,000 13,530 

Children under 1 year old vaccinated against measles through 
routine immunization 

  60,000 17,000 

Children 0-59 months vaccinated against polio in crisis-
affected areas through campaigns 

  

IDP: 340,000 339,656b 

Host: 5.6 
million 

5,345,154c 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Cases of grave rights violations monitored, verified and 
documentedd 2,500 2,031 2,500 2,031 

Children receiving specialized child protection services 
(reunification, alternative or specialized care and services) 

11,800 2,344 10,500 2,159 

Children accessing Psychosocial Support Services 82,500 19,385 75,000 13,816  

SOCIAL PROTECTION 

Most vulnerable families receiving child-focused cash transfers   
           10,000 

Families 
0e 

RAPID RESPONSE 

Sudden and multiple displaced individuals receiving essential 
relief items (family package/ RRM Kit) 

  1,400,000 242,760f 

WINTERIZATION 

Most vulnerable children better protected from risks of winter 
with appropriate clothing 

  200,000 58,912 

Most vulnerable individuals reached with interventions (other 
than clothing) aiming at protecting them from the risks of winter 

  400,000 33,962 

* The table above provides a summary of Cluster and UNICEF targets and results for a two-year period (January 2014 – December 2015) in line with the 
Iraq Strategic Response Plan updated in August 2014. The results are for interventions from 1 January– 5 December 2014 including the response to the 
Anbar crisis and to the broader IDP crisis which began in June 2014.  
a The indicator includes water supply & water quality interventions, with minimum sustainability. Activities such as distribution of water bottles and jerry 
cans were excluded from the calculations, since they are neither sustainable nor sufficient for beneficiary needs. 
b IDP beneficiary figures are estimates according to IDP registries and statistics (1.7 million IDPs across Iraq, of which approximately 340,000 are under 
5 years of age, as of September 2014). Figures indicate the number of children that have been vaccinated at least once.  
c National polio immunization campaigns target all children under 5 years of age across Iraq. Fewer sub-national campaigns target the Governorates 
worst affected by IDP movements. Figures indicate the number of children that have been vaccinated at least once.  
d This indicator describes the number of children verified, who have been affected by grave violations of child rights through MRM. 
e UNICEF will support most vulnerable families with cash support to meet their basic needs. No result achieved in this area in 2014 to date with planning 
for scale up underway. 
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Funding Requirements 

As part of the revised Strategic Response Plan for Iraq (Sept 
2014 - Dec 2015), UNICEF is requesting US$319.4 million to 
meet the growing humanitarian needs of women and children 
across the country. As of 9 December 2014, US$131.2 million 
(41 per cent) was available against the appeal, leaving a 
shortfall of US$188.2 million. UNICEF is grateful for funds 
received to-date and is urgently appealing for additional funds 
to enable the provision of critical humanitarian needs of 
affected women and children in the areas of WASH, health, 
nutrition, protection and education.  
 

 

 

f This figure reflects only the individuals reached through the Rapid Response Mechanism partners: DRC, NRC, ACTED, Mercy Corps, and Save the 
Children International. Given the sudden influx of IDPs in the first weeks of August 2014, other partners delivered rapid response packages reaching 
more than 15,000 individuals. 

Sector 
Revised 2014 HAC 
requirements (US$) 
(Sep 2014-Dec 2015  

Funds available 
against appeal (US$) 
(Jan 2014-Nov 2014) 

Funding Gap 
against appeal (US$) 
(as of 20 Nov 2014)  

Per cent 
Funded  

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene              63,329,700                39,351,095          23,978,605  62% 

Health and Nutrition             65,000,000                29,842,601          35,157,399  46% 

Child Protection             20,632,217                  8,454,611          12,177,606  41% 

Education           106,501,920                26,261,059          80,240,861  25% 

Social Protection             23,200,000                  5,824,472          17,375,528  25% 

Rapid response mechanism             21,222,000                  9,338,584          11,883,416  44% 

Winterization             19,526,780                10,665,491            8,861,289  55% 

Being allocated                   1,509,909      

Total           319,412,617              131,247,821        188,164,796  41% 
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