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• Overall decrease in disaster 
events in 2014

• Two volcano eruptions – Mt. 
Sangeangapi and Mt. Sinabung

• UNDAC course hosted by BNPB 
and OCHA

• HRF plans to phase out by Sep-
tember 2014
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population
Casualties                                  61
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Overall number of disaster events decreasing in 
2014
In April – June 2014, there were a total of 293 natural disaster events, 32,070 affected 
persons, 61 casualties & missing persons and 5,767 damaged houses of varying de-
grees. Hydro-meteorological disasters, in particular whirlwinds, floods and landslides, 
have continued to be the most dominant disaster events during the months of April – 
June 2014. As shown in the second chart (right) below, whirlwinds comprised 44% of 
the total natural disaster events in this reporting period followed by floods at 29% and 

landslides at 25%. As seen above, this year began with a high number of events in 
comparison to last year but there has been a substantial reduction in occurrences 
from January – June, dropping from 447 events in January to 293 events in June.

Whirlwinds
Following the end of the rainy 
season, whirlwinds became 
the most common event. Ac-
cording to BNPB, compared 
to other disasters, the total 
percentage of whirlwinds 
continues to increase; in the 
month of April alone whirl-
winds accounted for nearly 
50% of total disasters (55 of 
120 events). A majority of the 

1 Please note that these figures are indicative and may be subject to change based on subse-
quent revisions by the Government. 
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Mt. Sangeangapi was 
raised to Level III status 
after it erupted on 30 
May 2014

whirlwinds occurred in either West Java or Central Java. The increase in the number 
of whirlwinds could be attributed to the El Nino that the World Meteorological Organi-
zation (WMO) anticipates will start in July – August 2014.

Flooding
Floods were the second most common natural disaster experienced from April – June 

2014, accounting for 29% of the to-
tal number of disasters but had the 
greatest humanitarian impact af-
fecting 29,515 people – approxi-
mately 95% of the total number of 
affected people for this reporting 
period – and flooding 31,296 hous-
es. During this reporting period, 
the incidence of floods reduced to 
25 events, a considerable de-
crease in number compared to the 
108 floods that occurred in Janu-
ary. West Java experienced most 
of the flooding. The drop in the 

number of floods could also be attributed to the forecasted El Nino, which affects tem-
perature and rainfall and generally prolongs the dry season.

Landslides
In total, there were 73 landslides affecting 308 persons and damaging 253 houses to 
varying degrees. In a village in Cariu sub-district (Bogor District, West Java) a land-
slide triggered by heavy rains killed at least six people. The area most affected by 
landslides was West Java.

Volcanoes
From April – June, three volcanoes had their status raised by the Centre of Volcanol-
ogy and Geological Disaster Mitigation (PVMBG): Mt. Merapi in Yogyakarta (Level I), 
Mt. Slamet in Central Java and Mt. Soputan in North Sulawesi (Level III). At the end 
of May there was one volcanic eruption, Mt. Sangeangapi, which was last identified 
to be at Level II but was subsequently raised to Level III. The highest level of alert is 
Level IV.

Mt Sangeangapi Eruption 
On 30 May, Mt. Sangeangapi in 
West Nusa Tenggara province 
erupted, spewing dense smoke 
and ash plumes into the atmos-
phere and affecting Bima and Sum-
ba Timur Districts. The ash plume 
drifted over 3,000km grounding 
domestic and international air trav-
el in the affected area. Around 150 
people from Oitui Village, Bima 
District, were evacuated following 
a warning of further eruptions and 
fear of possible earthquakes. The Credit: PVMBG
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Government established an Incident Command Post that worked to distribute masks, 
provide clean water to villagers and 24-hour public health services. The Indonesian 
Red Cross Society (Palang Merah Indonesia) also distributed masks. PVMBG raised 
the status of the volcano to Level III.

Situation Update on Mt. Sinabung
On 30 June, Mt. Sinabung erupted spewing ash up to 3km in the air and drifted ap-
proximately 3.5km in a southeasterly direction. There were no casualties reported. 
According to Incident Command in Karo District, there are still 14,382 IDPs consist-
ing of 4,105 households in 28 shelters and 370 families in temporary housing/rental 
homes. They have been displaced since November 2013. This IDP figure has actually 
dropped from around 32,000, following the decreased of volcanic activity in April 2014. 
While relief aid is still necessary for these IDPs, the returnees are still expecting for 
more assistance for early recovery.

Earthquakes 
The Agency for Meteorological, Climatological and Geophysics (BMKG) reported a to-
tal of 47 earthquake events with a magnitude over 5.0 on the Richter Scale from April 
– June 2014; 16 events in April, 17 events in May and 14 events in June. On 18 May 
2014, a 6.4-magnitude earthquake at a depth of 15km struck about 342km South-
West of Aceh. The earthquake’s epicenter was located in the sea. The earthquake did 
not trigger a tsunami warning alert and there were no reports of casualties or damage.

Disaster Response and Preparedness
Discussions on cluster harmonization continue
BNPB and OCHA co-hosted a follow-up coordination meeting on the alignment of Na-
tional and International Humanitarian Clusters on 17 June. The discussions focused 
on institutional arrangement for the National Clusters (Education, Health, Displace-
ment and Protection, Search and Rescue, Logistics, Structure and Infrastructure, Ear-
ly Recovery and Economy) and on the need for International Humanitarian clusters to 
foster them by developing TORs and Joint Work Plans for 2014.

BNPB hosted the UNDAC Induction Training for the Asia Pacific Region
The first international training – 
the UN Disaster Assessment and 
Coordination (UNDAC) Induc-
tion Training for the Asia-Pacific 
Region – was hosted by BNPB 
in collaboration with OCHA dur-
ing 4 – 16 May at the Indonesia 
Disaster Relief Training Ground 
in Sentul. Some 30 participants 
from various countries attended 
with facilitators from OCHA and 
its stand by partners, (Internatio-

                               nal Humatiarian Partnership,
       DHL and MapAction).

Credit: UNOCHA
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Communications with 
Communities and Ac-
countability to Affected 
Populations were some 
of the highlighted themes

Capacity Building & Preparedness for Volcanic Eruptions 
Three volcanoes in North Sulawesi province are at Level III State of Alert. BNPB to-
gether with TNI/Polri, PVMBG, BASARNAS and other local government offices con-
ducted a one-day seminar for all related personnel on Volcanic Eruption Emergency 
Response.

A technical coordination meeting for Mt. Merapi and Mt. Slamet Volcanic Eruption Pre-
paredness was held on 2 May led by the Head of BNPB. The meeting emphasized the 
needs for partnership with all relevant stakeholders dealing with volcanic eruptions, 
including NGOs.

GSMA Mobile Operator Network Disaster Preparedness Seminar
From 24 – 25 June, OCHA supported GSMA’s disaster response team in hosting a 
workshop in a series designed to support the mobile industry in improving its capacity 
to prepare and respond to disasters. The event included an orientation on Commu-
nications with Communities (CwC) and Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP). 
Some 30 participants from mobile operators, UN and NGOs participated and empha-
sized a need for stronger coordination around communication with affected communi-
ties.

The Media’s Role in Disaster Mitigation and Climate Change  & Journalist 
Training
Acknowledging the media’s large role in impacting the public’s perception of disasters, 
response and mitigating disasters, the Ministry of Communication and Information 
facilitated a Media Summit to advocate the role of media on disaster mitigation and 
climate change. Participants included producers, editors, Asia Pacific Broadcasting 
Union (ABU), NGOs on Climate Change among others.

BNPB, in collaboration with BPBD East Java, conducted training for journalists on 
Disaster Management in Surabaya. Some areas of training were: technical skills for 
tent pitching, common kitchen, first aid, water rescue, use of GPS and water treatment 
technology. Resource people were from BNPB, PMI, BPBD and the police.

Preparations for World Humanitarian Summit (WHS-2016)
In preparation for the Regional Consultation to be held for WHS in Japan, in July 2014, 
the HCT met in June and completed the questionnaire. The Humanitarian Forum Indo-
nesia (HFI) had earlier convened several rounds of discussions with CSOs and also 
completed the questionnaire. These inputs from Indonesia will feed into the Regional 
Consultation. With Japan, Indonesia is the co-host for the Regional Consultations 
covering North and South-East Asia.

BNPB Institutional Strengthening 
BNPB hosted a coordination meeting for 
BPBDs from 28 provinces and 72 dis-
tricts/municipalities in INA DRTG, Sentul 
in May. The meeting aimed to improve 
local government capacity on disaster 
risk reduction, community empower-
ment and disaster preparedness. Two 
BNPB programs were discussed for in-
stitutional strengthening: the ‘Tsunami 

Credit: UNOCHA
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Master Plan Program’, Western coast of Sumatera and South coast of Java and sec-
ondly, the ‘Regular Program’ for 18 provinces in accordance with local hazards. Budg-
et allocation for preparedness programs is approximately Rp.112 billion of 35.62% 
from DIPA D-1 2014 (Government budget list).
 
BNPB also conducted two Senior Management Trainings between April – June in 
Sentul. The first focused on the Hyogo Framework for Action 2000 – 2015 and the 
second discussed the management concept, contingency plan and operation plan, 
Emergency Response Command System, Incident Command System, Logistics and 
Accountability.

Anticipation of Forest Fires & Emergency Response Training
In cooperation with TNI Headquarters and the Ministry of Forestry, BNPB conducted 
training for military forces on Forest Fires for 2014. The training was conducted on 17 
– 19 June at the Indonesia Disaster Relief Training Ground (INA DTRG). Participants 
were expected to understand the operational concept for forest fires through air and 
land emergency response, law enforcement and the provision of health services for 
affected communities.

Haze Emergency Response & National Seminar on “Haze-Free Riau” So-
lutions
BNPB and the Inter-Ministerial Public Relations Coordination Agency held a seminar 
for government ministries/institutions and other organizations to boost inter-ministerial 
coordination during a haze emergency response.

BNPB with the Riau Provincial government, University of Riau and Gajah Mada Uni-
versity conducted a national seminar themed: “Solutions for a Haze-Free Riau” in 
Pekanbaru. The seminar intended to provide an understanding of the root causes 
of forest fires from the perspective of government, experts, the private sector and 
communities, and discussed solutions. A Presidential Instruction (Inpres) was recom-
mended to provide strong legal guidance to all stakeholders for focused, clear and 
coordinated action for effective and efficient forest fire emergency response.

Funding
Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF)
In May and June 2014, the remaining HRF projects will have completed its implemen-
tation. By the end of June, three of the projects have been in the audit process. It is 
anticipated that the Fund will completely phase out by September 2014. Unless there 
will be any major developments, this reporting period will provide the final pieces of 
information on the HRF for the Humanitarian Bulletin.

BNPB continues to 
strengthen local govern-
ment capacity on disaster 
risk reduction, community 
empowerment and disas-
ter preparedness.

HRF to completely phase 
out by September 2014


