
Headlines 
 

• In February 2012, UNRWA was able to bring 88 trucks into Gaza for their  sewage, 
drainage and water systems project in Khan Younis Camp. The Coastal 
Municipalities Water Utility (CMWU) was able to bring in two trucks with materials for 
an ICRC project and the last truck for Oxfam GB’s desalination project. The 
Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) coordinated the entry of 20 truckloads of 
materials for NGEST. OCHA reports on 15 truckloads entering Gaza with chlorine, 
bringing the total number of truckloads that entered the coastal enclave carrying 
WASH materials in February to 125.  

 

• The lack of fuel in Gaza is largely affecting the WASH service provision with up to 
40% of the population accessing water once every four days only.  
 

• On 11 February, a 11 year old child drowned in a sewage pool at the Beit Lahia 
WWTP. Mapping of similar risk areas is ongoing and mitigations measures and 
awareness campaigns are being worked out to prevent such tragedies in the future. 
This is the third child fatality that has occurred in the same context within the past 
two months.   
 

• Demolitions and confiscations continue at a high pace with eight WASH related 
incidents reported in February 2012, including the demolition of donor funded 
humanitarian projects, including one cistern and four mobile latrines in Ar Rahwa. 
WASH Cluster partners are installing a post emergency response mechanism to 
alleviate the negative effect of these events on the already vulnerable population.  
 

• Rainfall figures are showing a positive trend with 85% of the annual expected rainfall 
reported and Ramallah even passing the 100%.  
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22 MW from Egypt), hence, creating a 60 percent deficit in requirements. Electricity 
shortages may lead to the disruption in the delivery of public services such as hospitals. Also 
due to the fuel shortage, the Gas Stations Owner Association (GSOA) reports that only a few 
of the 180 fuel stations throughout the Gaza Strip are operating and only for several hours 
per day, when they receive limited supplies. Fuel prices, which are regulated, remain 
constant. 
 
Water and sewage facilities, including 190 water wells, 40 main sewage pump stations, 
15 districts sewage pumping stations, four wastewater treatment plants, eight water 
desalination units and ten water lifting stations, remain particularly vulnerable as a result of 
electricity shortages. The Coastal Municipalities Water Utility (CMWU) reported that the 
80,000 liters of fuel stock were exhausted and approximately 25% (7) of water wells in Khan 
Younis and Rafah were out of any fuel stock, which led to the increase vulnerability of 
residents in Rafah, Khan Younis and the Middle area.  
 
As a result of the fuel crisis, the water supply scheme has deteriorated significantly:  
 

• 40% of the Gaza strip population located in Gaza, Rafah and Jabalia receive water supply 
(for 6 to 8 hours) once every 4 days only; 

• 30% of the Gaza strip population receive water supply (for 6 to 8 hours) once every 3 days 
only; 

• 25% of the Gaza strip population receive water supply (for 6 to 8 hours) once every 
two days only; 

• 5% of the Gaza strip population receive water supply (for 6 to 8 hours) once a day. 
 
On 27 February, CMWU distributed 15,000 liters of fuel to critical sewage facilities as a 
priority in response to the expected rainstorm on 29 February. The situation remains critical, 
particularly with the overuse of the standby power generators which are not designed to 
operate for more than four to six hours a day. If the current situation continues, CMWU 
reports that the fuel subsidy financed by the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) will be 
exhausted by May 2012 (at the beginning of the expected peak in water demands over the 
summer season) instead of by September 2012.  
 
Materials Access into Gaza 
In February 2012, a year and a half after COGAT announced the easing of the blockade on 
Gaza in June 2010, PWA, CMWU, UN OCHA and the WASH Cluster report that despite 
some significant improvements for a handful of larger scale projects (such as NGEST, KFW, 
Anera and UN), humanitarian water and sanitation actors continue to face great difficulties to 
bring materials needed for urgent humanitarian projects into Gaza.  
 
In total, 16 WASH projects await facilitation for access of materials into the Gaza Strip, 
together making up 75 million USD worth of projects (including the NGEST project and 
KFW’s Central Gaza Sewerage Project). Half of these, valued at approximately 3.5 million 
USD, have received no approval at all to enter the Gaza Strip. 
 
In February 2012 the entry of construction materials for WASH projects can be summarized 
as follows: 
 
UNRWA reports on materials entry for the project “Improving the Refugees’ Living Conditions 
in Khan Younis Camp – Construction of Sewage and Drainage and water Systems”, funded 
by the Dutch Government. The total needed imports of the so-called “dual-use items” for this 
project is estimated at approximately 304 trucks. In February 2012, 88 truckloads carrying 
80 tons of cement, 525 tons of aggregate and 2,878 tons for base course entered into Gaza. 
This is in addition to the 185 truckloads that had been previously brought into Gaza for this 



WASH Cluster oPt Monthly Situation Report   Number 44       February 29
st
 2012   p.3 

project since December 2011. For this project to be completed, another estimated 32 
truckloads will require entry into Gaza.  
 
CMWU managed to have 2 truckloads loaded with materials for an ICRC project as well as 
the remaining materials for the Oxfam GB RO unit in Rafah brought into Gaza. This month, 
no new materials were requested by CMWU for the KFW funded Gaza Central Sewerage 
Project.  
 
Also in February, PWA was able to bring a total of 20 truckloads carrying steel 
reinforcement, constructions materials and cement for the North Gaza Emergency Sewage 
Treatment Project (NGEST) into the coastal enclave. 
 
Last, OCHA reports that 15 truckloads of chlorine for water disinfection crossed into Gaza, 
bringing the total to 125 truckloads carrying WASH related materials entering in February 
2012.1  
 
Flooding and winterization  
Heavy rains and stormy conditions have occurred in the Gaza Strip since the beginning of 
the year, with a peak at the end of February. CMWU reports that the following areas remain 
at risk of flooding in the Gaza Strip:  

• Al Mashroua’a sewage pumping station and its surroundings – Beit Lahia  

• Al Sika area close to Beit Hanoon main sewage pumping station – Beit Hanoon  

• Abu Rashid sewage and storm water collection and pumping station and its 
surroundings –Jabalia refugee camp  

• Al Alami sewage pumping station close to Al Najjar district – Jabalia  

• Al Baqara area close to sewage pumping station No. 5 – Gaza  

• Um Al Limone (Al Zitoon district) close to sewage pumping station No. 7B –Gaza 

• Yafa street near Al Sadaqa infiltration basin (Al Tofah Area ) –Gaza   

• Al Juniana district close to Al Juniana sewage pumping station – Rafah  

• Abu Baker street close to storm water pumping station and Jemazit Al Sabeel 
sewage pumping station – Rafah  

• Salah Al Din street along the road crossing from Khan Younis up to Rafah and 
passing on front of Al Shokah area . 

 
As part of the WASH Cluster joint contingency plan, winterization measures are in place in 
joint cooperation with CMWU and with a list of focal points per governorate: Save the 
Children in North Gaza, Oxfam GB in Gaza, GVC/PHG in Middle Area, ACF in Khan Younis 
and Islamic Relief in Rafah. If any flooding or other disaster occurs, these agencies will act 
as first points of contact and will manage the information exchange between WASH 
agencies. Field reports show that preparedness measures such as the deployment of mobile 
pumps (purchased through PAH-OCHA as part of the 2009-2010 winterization package) 
have helped preventing the flooding to turn into major public health incidents.  
 
Wastewater Incident  
On 11 February, an 11-year-old child died after drowning in a sewage pool in Beit Lahia 
Waste Water Treatment Plant in the northern Gaza Strip. This is the third child fatality that 
has occurred in the same context within the past two months.  

Previously, on 6 December 2011, two children aged 2 and 4 drowned in a sewage pool in the 
Katawa neighborhood adjacent to the Khan Younis Camp. Following the tragic incident, the 

                                                 
1
 Based on latest updates, UNDP reports that it has been able to bring approximately 15 truckloads into the Gaza 

Strip for the Al Zahra culvert project in January 2012, bringing the total of truckloads for WASH to 181 for that 
month.  
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Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UWAC) installed a fence around the cesspool as an 
emergency interim protective measure. Currently a project is being worked out for a more 
sustainable solution to the sewage pool.  

These incidents have highlighted the need for greater awareness raising among children of 
the hazards associated with water and waste water treatment plants, holding lagoons, 
temporary or permanent infiltration lagoons, open culverts that require increased perimeter 
and internal security measures to make sure that risk to similar incidents is mitigated. WASH 
Cluster area focal points and CMWU are mapping the locations within the Gaza Strip which 
could constitute a risk to communities. The WASH cluster is also working with the Child 
Protection Working group and the Education cluster to highlight high risk areas that place 
children at risk, and are discussing what complementary actions could be taken. The 
suggestions include urgent upgrading of these “hotspots” to ensure health and safety are 
improved; explore ways to strengthen monitoring around these locations; launch an 
awareness raising media campaign targeting children and their parents on the issues of 
safety and public health.  

In the long run, these pools, which have been established throughout the Gaza Strip to cope 
with the enormous gaps in the coverage of existing sewage treatment infrastructure, should 
cease to exist after waste water infrastructure is allowed to be improved.  

WASH humanitarian response 
 
Water quality  
In order to assess the risk involved with consumption of water from variable uncertified 
sources and of uncertain quality, the WASH cluster through UNICEF has commissioned a 
study which should be launched in the second quarter of this year. An expression of interest 
was circulated to identify interested institutions or organizations and tendering process is 
ongoing.  
 
The study will also assess households’ hygiene behavior as this also acts as a direct 
contamination route and key contributory factor to rising public health risks in Gaza. The 
study aims to ascertain the extent the problem and provide baseline information, which will 
help identify appropriate technologies, and prioritize communities in the most vulnerable 
areas. The study will start and the beginning of April 2012 and should be completed by mid-
June 2012.  
 

 
West Bank update 

Key Humanitarian Issues 
 
Demolitions  
In February 2012, the demolition of structures in Area C in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem peaked, and WASH related infrastructures were particularly affected. As many as 
eight WASH related demolition incidents were registered in February, half of which in 
Hebron, while the other half occurred in East Jerusalem. In these incidents six cisterns, one 
tank, two water lines, one sewage line and six sanitary structures were destroyed by Israeli 
authorities. In total, an estimated 312 people were affected by these demolitions of WASH 
structures, including 191 children.  
 
The demolitions that took place in in Ar Rahwa village on 13 February are most worrying. In 
this small community located in the Southern Hills of the West Bank, one cistern and four 
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mobile latrines were destroyed. They had been rehabilitated and provided by humanitarian 
agencies (PAH and GVC respectively) to alleviate the high vulnerability of the community. 
The Polish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, one of the donors for these humanitarian interventions 
implemented by its partner the Polish Humanitarian Action (PAH), expressed it concerns 
about these events. The demolitions as well as the diplomatic actions following these events 
were widely mediatized in Poland. 2 

 

While the immediate WASH needs were met through the 90 days response, WASH Cluster 
and agencies are preparing the post emergency response to the outstanding needs that 
have arisen as a result of the latest demolitions (December 2011 until February 2012). At the 
end of February, more technical assessments were ongoing. In order to meet the 
outstanding needs, including cistern rehabilitation and temporary networks, WASH Cluster 
and agencies will need to undertake a funding raising campaign.  
 
Through the UN inter-cluster network, WASH Cluster is further developing its emergency 
response framework with its partner agencies in the West Bank, in order to be better 
prepared to alleviate the vulnerabilities created by demolitions and settler violence incidents.  
 

WASH humanitarian response 
Water Scarcity 
 
At the peak of the winter season, the heavy rain showers have led the historical average of 
rainfall to be surpassed in some parts of the West Bank (Ramallah), while most other areas 
are marginally below average , apart from Jericho which is recording 63% of the annual 
average of rainfall only. Nevertheless, the distribution and quantity of rainfall received during 
the winter, coupled with the ability of the local water authorities to further improve 
preparedness infrastructure (in Area C), will largely determine the risk with regard to water 
shortages during this summer. The next few months will be crucial to ascertain whether 
sufficient rainwater harvesting has taken place for both agricultural, animal and domestic 
consumption to sustain the communities over the summer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2
 http://www.thenews.pl/1/10/Artykul/90243,Israeli-army-destroys-West-Bank-well-restored-by-Polish-charity 

Demolished mobile latrine (left) and demolished cistern in Ar Rahwa community in Southern Hebron..     
Pictures: PAH and GVC  
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EWASH - WASH Cluster activities  

EWASH Advocacy Task Force  

The “Thirsting for Justice” campaign has launched an action call for World Water Day. 
Activists in Europe will gather in their city squares for a flash mob freeze depicting scenes of 
violations of Palestinians’ rights to water and sanitation, such as demolitions of their water 
sources. Visit www.thirstingforjustice.org  for more details. To register your participation, 
contact info@thirstingforjustice.org . 
  
EWASH ATF is supporting the local organization of "World Walks for Water", a global 
initiative taking place on World Water Day (March 22). University students in the West Bank 
are planning a walk in a vulnerable community in the West Bank to raise awareness about 
Israeli policies and practices that have prevented communities from meeting their water and 
sanitation needs. For more information please visit www.worldwalksforwater.org  (itinerary to 
be announced) 
   
Thirsting for Justice youth ambassadors from three West Bank universities are taking part in 
the commemorations for Arab Water Day (March 3) with an event at the school of Arts at 
Birzeit university (2 pm to 4 pm). There will be a lecture followed by a street performance. 
The activities are open to the public. 
 

Updated rainfall figures for the West Bank, as per end of February 2012.     Source:  Ministry of Agriculture      
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EWASH ATF launched a factsheet about demolition and destruction of WASH infrastructure 
in the OPT. Find link below to download the factsheet.3 
  
On 26 February 2012, Thirsting for Justice youth ambassadors in Gaza, with support from 
EWASH partner Save the Youth Future Society (SYFS), organized a photo exhibition 
portraying the reality of the water and sanitation situation in the occupied Palestinian territory. 
Representatives of international and local organizations, human rights activists, academics, 
journalists, university students and others visited the exhibition which took place at SYFS’s 
office. The exhibition will now travel to Brussels where it will be shown at the European 
Union. Institutions interested in hosting the exhibition please contact 
info@thirstingforjustice.org  
  

EWASH ATF West Bank Officer Alex Abu Ata participated via Skype in a public lecture in 
Paris on February 23 about Palestinian rights to water and sanitation, in an event which 
marked the count-down for the World Water Forum and Alternative Water Forum in Marseille.  
 
World Water Forum (March, Marseille) 

PWA, EWASH ATF and half a dozen EWASH partner agencies are getting prepared for the 
6th World Water Forum taking place in Marseille, France, 12-17 March 2012. A number of 
donors are supporting the joint participation of the Palestinian delegation to the forum. 
EWASH and PWA have been working together on both logistics and messaging. Jointly they 
submitted a list of "solutions" to the forum as a means to share experiences on how ongoing 
challenges in the water sector have been addressed. To vote for these solutions and make 
sure that they are the agenda, please follow the link below.4  

                                                 
3
 http://www.ewash.org/en/?view=79YOcy0nNs3D76djuyAnjQDT 

4
 http://www.solutionsforwater.org/solutions/advocacy-and-legal-strategies-to-respond-to-violations-of-

international-humanitarian-and-human-rights-law-regarding-rights-to-water-and-sanitation-in-the-occupied-
palestinian-territory-opt-3 
http://www.solutionsforwater.org/solutions/access-to-adequate-safe-drinking-water-for-vulnerable-communities-in-
occupied-palestinian-territories  
http://www.solutionsforwater.org/solutions/water-economics-project-multi-year-water-allocation-system-mywas  
http://www.solutionsforwater.org/solutions/management-interface-between-regulators-and-service-providers-
through-enhancing-performance-indicators  
http://www.solutionsforwater.org/solutions/future-development-plan-for-water-resources-in-jordan-valley-area-
palestine  
http://www.solutionsforwater.org/solutions/al-fashkha-springs-as-palestinain-strategic-project-in-dead-sea-
palestine  
http://www.solutionsforwater.org/solutions/using-treated-wastewater-of-jericho-plant-for-artificial-recharge-of-
alluvial-deposits-aquifer-jericho-palestine  

A photo exhibition organized by the Thirsting for Justice youth ambassadors in Gaza, with support from EWASH 
partner Save the Youth Future Society (SYFS).  Picture: EWASH 
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The Palestinian delegation, represented by PWA and EWASH, will be involved in a series of 
round tables debates and a number of events. It will run a booth distributing educational 
materials and organize activities to engage the public such as competitions and Q&A 
sessions. A series of side events are also scheduled (a more detailed programme will be 
shared by PWA once finalized).  
 
EWASH is also showing three short documentaries at the Alternative Water Forum taking 
place in parallel to the WWF, including a short movie produced by the Thirsting for Justice 
youth ambassadors. A number of youth will be joining the Palestine delegation to Marseille to 
participate to the World Youth Parliament for Water on 14th March.  
 
WASH Publications and Training 
WEAT-MODLOW 

For one week, from the 19th to the 23rd of February 15 participants from the Palestinian 

Hydrology Group (PHG), the Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) and the Jordanian Ministry 

of Water and Irrigation took part in a training workshop in Ramallah funded through the 

German Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR). The workshop aimed at 

training water experts on the Water, Evaluation and Planning (WEAP) tool linked to a 

groundwater modeling software MODFLOW. The tool is used to build schematics for existing 

water systems and for modeling various scenarios, assessing impacts generated through the 

application of different technical solutions and managerial practices on the water supply and 

the environment. This initiative is part of a series of interventions of both PWA and PHG 

which cooperate to build Palestinian capacities by using advanced tools to help support fact-

based decision making. 

Small scale and household sanitation excreta disposal  

WASH cluster partners presented a list of capacity building requirements ascertained 

through a learning review, one of which was to define clearer guidance including designs for 

household excreta disposal and wastewater re-use. This aims at increasing awareness of the 

available methods, options and approaches within the sphere of sanitation and wastewater 

re-use, that also incorporate the “do no harm” principle and DRR concept, reducing both 

environmental and public health risks. 

A consultant has been identified who will provide a comprehensive training package for 
household or small-scale excreta disposal and wastewater re-use for various scenarios, 
including designs for: peri-urban/urban congested areas with no connection to the 
wastewater network, within terrain that can be liable to flooding, in areas of hard rock or 
impermeability, and in rural areas hosting nomadic Bedouin communities. Prior to the training 
the consultant will undertake site visits with partners to consider various options and designs 
appropriate to the culture, environment and ensuring gender sensitivity. The information 
gleaned from the site visits, partners, and discussions with the PA will be consolidated into a 
technical guidance manual which will include recommendations, designs, standards and 
guidelines specific to the oPt humanitarian context for both short-term emergency settings 
and more permanent/static facilities in both urban and rural settings. 
 
Dates for the site visits with partners along with the training dates for both West Bank and 
Gaza are posted below.  
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Global updates  

World Water Day  

International World Water Day will be celebrated globally on 22 March to focus attention on 
the importance of freshwater and advocate for the sustainable management of fresh water 
resources. Each year, World Water Day highlights a specific aspect of freshwater. This year 
the overall focus will be on Water and Food Security.5  
 
In Gaza, a series of events are planned in March 2012, organized by a coalition of water and 
of partner agencies lead by CMWU and PWA. Activities will start as soon as 4 March and will 
include, among others: 10 workshops with farmers; 10 educations sessions at Al Qattan 
Center for the child; numerous radio programmes; the production of a WWD song and 
documentary; poster campaigns;  a workshop on 14 March on water, food and agriculture; 
and a World Water Day Festival on 22 March.  
 
The event in the West Bank is likely to be held later in March, once the delegation to the 
World Water Forum comes back. 
 
EWASH ATF is also preparing an activity in the framework of the World Walks for Water & 
Sanitation.6  
 
 
 
 

                                                 
5
 www.unwater.org/worldwaterday 

6
 www.worldwalksforwater.org/eng/  

 
For more information, please do not hesitate to contact: 
 

Name e-mail Phone number 

Jola Miziniak 
Cluster Coordinator 

jmiziniak@unicef.org  054 7787 661 

Yasser Nassar 
Gaza Subcluster Coordinator 

ynassar@unicef.org 059 8934 713 

Thierry Foubert 
WASH Cluster Information Manager 

tfoubert@unicef.org 

 

054 7787 686 

Subha Ghannam 
e-WASH Coordinator 

subha@phg.org 059 9644 868 

 

Dates for your diary 

EWASH/WASH cluster meetings in West Bank will be held every second Wednesday of 
the month 

 

• EWASH/WASH cluster meeting in Gaza on Monday 5th March 2012 11:00 
(UNICEF offices) 

• EWASH/WASH cluster meeting in Ramallah will be delayed until Monday 26th 
March 2012 11:00 at (PWA office in Ramallah, to be confirmed). Please note the 
ATF meeting will not be held prior to the EWASH/WASH meeting this month. 

• World Water Forum sessions on WASH in oPt in Marseille 12-17 March. 

• Field visits undertaken by a consultant focusing on excreta disposal together with 
field agencies will take place during the week of the 19th March in Gaza, and 26th 
March in West Bank. Training for partners will be held between the 10-12 April in 
Gaza and 16-18th April in West Bank. (final dates tbc) 


