
SDC interventions on behalf of refugees and internally displaced persons
To prevent and manage crises, conflicts, and disasters is one of SDC’s strategic goals. The SDC supports refugees 
and internally displaced persons in various ways. It dispatches experts on the ground, carries out its own projects 
and contributes financial support to NGOs and international humanitarian agencies. Three-quarters of refugees are 
concentrated in developing countries which do not have sufficient capacities to offer effective protection to large 
numbers of persons.

Myanmar: an ID card for accessing healthcare 
and education services  

In south-east Myanmar, around 400,000 people 
have been unable to return to their homes since 
having fled the violence of the 1990s. These dis-
placed persons no longer possess valid documents 
for accessing basic services. The SDC funds a pro-
gramme run by the Norwegian Refugee Council 
which enables people without documents to obtain 
an ID card. This is an essential requirement for ac-
cessing basic healthcare and education services as 
well as public administration services. Over 132,000 
displaced persons have already received a card. 
20,000 additional people are expected to be regis-
tered by the end of 2014.

Jordan: Syrian refugee children attending school

There are particularly large numbers of Syrian refugees in 
the north of Jordan. The SDC is renovating 29 schools there 
to enable Syrian refugee children to join their fellow Jorda-
nian pupils in the classroom. By providing children with a 
safe environment tailored to their needs, the project fosters 
their learning and education. So far, 22,500 Jordanian and 
Syrian pupils have benefitted from the renovation of school 
buildings. 
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* The map does not include the overall contributions made by the SDC to 
NGOs or international organisations.

Some key figures

•  The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates 
that there are 10.5 million refugees worldwide. According to the 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), which is based in 
Geneva, 33.3 million people have been internally displaced within their 
own countries. 

• In 2012, the SDC spent CHF 72 million on refugees and internally 
displaced for specific projects or contributions. This amount also includes 
support provided for the reflection on the politics of migration at 
international level.

• The SDC financially supports the UNHCR and the UNRWA, two 
organisations dedicated to the refugees, with CHF 61 million annually. 
This amount comprises earmarked funding and general contributions.

Central African Republic: a hospital in the 
combat zone

In Paoua in the west of the country, a hospital, 
which is managed by MSF France thanks to sup-
port from the SDC, accommodates and provides 
treatment for internally displaced persons who have 
fled the fighting. Their precarious situation exposes 
them to diseases, such as malaria, not to mention 
the machete or bullet wounds they may have suf-
fered. The hospital constantly provides treatment 
for the victims of violence. 

June 2014

© Norwegian Refugee Council


