
Access to water in Area C of the West Bank, December 2012 

Overview: water in the OPT 

 Israel controls all sources of water in the West Bank including the Jordan River.  

 Israel extracts close 90 % of the sustainable yield of the West Bank Mountain Aquifer, 

Palestinians are left with the balance.  

 Palestinians are therefore dependent on Israel for their water needs. Over half of the water 

consumed in the West Bank is purchased from Israel at insufficient quantities.  

 Palestinian average domestic water consumption is at 60 liters per capita/day, well below World 

Health Organization (WHO) standards of 100 liters per capita/day.  

 Palestinian cities and villages suffer from accute water shortages, especially during the summer 

months where some communities go for days without running water.  

Access to water in Area C  

 Restrictions in access to water are particularly acute in Area C, which makes 60 % of the West 

Bank, where Israel retains full military and administrative control.1 

 

 About 150,000 Palestinians live in Area C, including 27,500 Bedouin and other herders.2  

 

 Communities in Area C unconnected to the water network are forced to rely on rain harvesting 

cisterns and/or water purchases from vendors. Trucked water can cost 400 % more per liter 

than through the network.  

 

 Unconnected communities have access to as little as 20 litres per capita/day one fifth of the 

World Health Organisation’s recommended standards.3 

 

 In contrast, approximately 300,000 Jewish settlers currently living in Area C have unrestricted 

access to water. Settlement consumption can reach 700 liter per capita/day.4  

Demolition of water structures in Area C 

 Water and sanitation infrastructure are routinely target of demolitions by the Israeli military and 

a prime trigger for displacement. 
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 Partial assessment for 2012 indicate that the Israeli military demolished already 60 water and 

sanitation structures, including 36 cisterns affecting 1632 people including 426 children.  

 In 2011, the Israeli military demolished 89 water and sanitation structures including 34 cisterns.  

 

 The last three years has seen an growing trend in demolition of water and sanitation structures 

in Area C, increasing the vulnerabilty of affected communities.   

Permits and planning in Area C 

 Israel’s discriminatory permit and planning regime in Area C favors illegal settlement expansion 

and restricts Palestinian growth.  

 Less than 1% of Area C, much of it built up already, has been planned for Palestinian 

development by the Israeli Civil Administration.5
 94% of Palestinian permit applications have 

been rejected in recent years.6
  

 

 For each permit allowing Palestinian construction that is issued by the ICA, 18 other buildings 

are destroyed and 55 demolition orders are issued for structures in Area C.7 
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