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Overall 

Children not attending school in countries affected by armed conflict  

 13.4 million  

 40% of total school aged children 

Countries in conflict or affected by conflict  

 Nine (9) 

Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Sudan, Libya, the State of Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey 

Total school-age children in conflict countries  

 34 million  

Schools that can no longer be used across the region 

 More than 8,850  

Attacks on schools in the region 

 214 

Breakdown of out-of-school children (in millions) 

 Syria: 2*  

  Iraq: 3  

  Libya: 2  

  Sudan: 3.1  

  Yemen: 2.9  

*In addition to 700,000 Syrian refugee children in neighbouring countries  

Funding needs for education 

 Total funding needs for eight countries above* 

305 million US$  

*Data for Libya is not available  

 

 Syria crisis (inside and neighbouring countries) 

200 million US$--- received only a third of our funding needs 



 

 Yemen 

9,9 million US$--- received only 10% of our funding needs  

 

 Iraq 

74 million US$--- received only one third  

 

 State of Palestine  

8 million US$  

 

 Sudan  

13.9 million US$ 

 

Facts by country 

 Syria 

 One in four schools in the country can no longer be used 

 60 schools were attacked last year.  

 More than 52,000 teachers and 523 counsellors have left their posts  

 Some Syrian children have lost up to five years of their education. 

 At least 20% of children had to cross active lines of conflict to take their 

examinations.  

 

 Yemen 

 One in four schools can no longer be used 

 Some 600,000 children have not been able to take their exams  

 More than 1.5 million people had to flee their homes in the past few months. 

 

 Iraq  

 Last year was the deadliest year for Iraq since 2008.  

 Nearly 700 children were killed and another 500 were injured  

 At least 950,000 school-age children are affected by the conflict  

 Last year, around 1,200 schools have been used as collective shelters for displaced 

families.  

 

 Libya  

 More than 434,000 people were displaced in the past year alone  

  In Benghazi, east of the country, enrolment rates have dropped by half. 

  Only one third of the schools function in the city.  

 

 Sudan 

 Some 2.9 million people are estimated to have been displaced by conflict  



 In addition to conflict, poor infrastructure, lack of security and the costs that are too 

high for many poor families are impacting children’s access to school. 
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