
 

 
Seasonal Outlook 
A new forecast from the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecast indicates that the La Niña conditions, which 
have re-emerged and are predicted to prevail into the first half of 2012, may weaken. With above normal temperatures in the 
Indian Ocean, this would likely reduce the La Niña’s impact on the February to May rains in the southern and south-eastern 
lowlands and central and eastern highlands of the country. The current October-to-December rains in the southern and south-
eastern lowlands are also expected to cease on time. The Government’s Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS) also warns that unseasonable rainfall was reported over parts of northern Ethiopia in late November and is expected 
to continue into December. The month of December is normally characterized by sunny, dry and windy weather over most of the 
country. The unseasonable rains could have negative impacts on the ongoing harvest unless precautions are taken to prevent 
post-harvest losses due to excessive moisture in fields and barns. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org & 
info@dppc.gov.et  

Price Update 
As a result of newly-harvested crops entering the market, retail prices of maize fell for the second consecutive month in 
November according to FAO’s Global Food Price Monitor. Despite the good harvest prospects, however, maize prices are still 
up to 147 per cent higher than the previous year (November 2010). Prices of wheat, which is widely consumed and partially 
imported, also remained high. In the capital, Addis Ababa, for example, they were 61 per cent higher in November 2011 than the 
same month 2010. According to WFP’s Market Watch report, general year-on-year inflation rate remains high, at 39.2 per cent in 
November 2011, although a slight decline has been reported from the previous month (39.8 per cent in October). Food price 
inflation stood at 50.3 per cent in November (down from 51.7 per cent in October) and non-food inflation at 24 per cent (up 
slightly from 23.4 per cent in October). For more information, contact: Astrid.Randen@fao.org & wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

Food Assistance Update 
The seventh round of food assistance dispatches is nearing completion, with 86 per cent of food dispatched as of 13 December. 
The eighth round dispatches have started in all areas, with 16 per cent of the target dispatched by the same date, including 6 
per cent to Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS)-covered areas and 35 per cent to WFP-covered 
areas in the Somali region. DRMFSS has recently amended the planned beneficiary figures for the eighth round, reducing the 
target to 3 million. Second round emergency food assistance has also been dispatched to 18,000 flood-affected people in 
Mustahil and Kelafo woredas of Somali region. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

WASH Update  
Even as the seasonal deyr rains continue in most parts of Somali region, parts of Degehabur, Jijiga and Shinile zones remain 
dry with water shortages expected in parts of these zones in the coming month. In response, Oxfam GB has deployed 13 water 
trucks to Afdem (2 trucks), Ayisha (6 trucks) and Shinile (5 trucks) woredas of Shinile zone in the past week, bringing the 
number of trucks currently operating in the country to 38 from 25 the previous week. The situation in the previously-drought 
affected East Hararge zone of Oromia region is also being monitored closely, as new water shortages are reportedly emerging 
due to inadequate amount and uneven distribution of rainfall in the area. For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org 

Health Update 
New suspected measles cases continue to be reported in SNNPR, with the majority of cases recorded in the past week in 
Sayilem and Gesha woredas of Keffa zone, Dita and Zala woredas of Gamo Gofa zone and Ale and Konso woredas of Segene 
Area Peoples zone. In Somali region, an investigation team has verified 26 suspected cases of measles, including one death, in 
Danot woreda of Warder zone and 19 clinical cases in Warder town. The Regional Health Bureau (RHB), in collaboration with 
WHO and MSF-Holland, is supporting zonal authorities to enhance case management and verification. Meanwhile, the national 
integrated measles and polio vaccination campaign had reached some 5.13 million children by 7 December, or 74 per cent of 
the planned target. The campaign, which targets 6.9 million children aged between 6 months and 15 years in 148 drought-
affected woredas across six regions, is nearing completion in Amhara, Oromia, Somali and SNNPR. UNICEF reports that it has 
procured an additional 1.2 million doses of measles vaccine for the last phase of the campaign, which is expected to start in Afar 
and Tigray in the last week of December.  Despite increasing numbers of malaria cases being reported in Amhara, Oromia and 
SNNPR, the epidemic threshold has not yet been reached except in Borena zone of Oromia. However, malaria prevention and 
control measures led to a marked decline in cases over the past two weeks. New suspected cases of acute watery diarrhoea 
(AWD) were reported from Haro Maya woreda, East Hararge zone, Oromia region. The RHB and partners developed an 
epidemic preparedness and response plan, and are training 100 health staff in Public Health Emergency Management and pre-
positioning drugs and medical supplies. For more information, contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int & awesterbeek@unicef.org 

Education Update  
The Somali Regional Education Bureau (REB) has requested emergency support for students displaced by flooding in Mustahil 
and Kelafo woredas, targeting 13 primary schools and 6,400 school children. The Regional Education in Emergencies (EiE) 
taskforce identified education supply needs for 4,000 students, including 175 school-in-a-box kits. In Afar, preliminary findings 
from the meher assessment show a continued high risk of school closure and drop-outs due to water shortages. A number of 
schools have also been damaged in wind storms, including 16 formal and 13 Alternative Basic Education schools now without 
roofs. All regions are drafting Disaster Risk Management and Education plans, which were initiated at a workshop with the 
Ministry of Education, REBs, UNICEF and other partners in mid-November. The plans will be incorporated into the regional 
Emergency Preparedness and Response Plans. For more information, contact: a.kitchingman@savethechildren.org.uk  
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